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OONI LUWO GBAGIDA IN YORUBA HISTORY

1.0 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:
Luwo Gbagida, the 18 Ooniofllel f e and the only femal e i

She was niclnamedi Ay ar eo, Akosul ogbe, D&®©miendant of
of Ife, according to Chief (Dr.) M.A. Fabunmi, the Odole Atobase oflee i n Al f e:
The Genesis of ¥r uba Raceo, publ i shed Chref 1985. S

Obaloran of llode and became the mother Aflekola Telu, the ancestor of the
founder of Iwo calledlumade Parin, who founded Iwo in th& 7" Century. She
hailed fromOwodo Compound in Okereweand wa the only female Ooni in He
| fe history. Okerwe Quarters Opodo(@3uced abou
Ooni) Otaata the 18" Ooni; Luwo Gbagida (18" Ooni) Lajodogun (19" Ooni),
Lafogun (20" ooni) Lafogido (22! Ooni of Ife).
According to the LATEChief Ifasola lfamapowa, the Priest of Okebadan in
20l5sad agel uds mot her was born into the f ami
lle-Ife and the first child of Chief Obaloran. The chief Priest said thhaigelu did
not come fromAtiki Compound as claimed by @Gief (Dr.) M.A. Fabunmi (1985)
but Lagelu was born atDegelu Gmpound, Ajampo area of Oke Esan lle-Ife
the same compound withbalufe or Orunto the head of Ooniin-Council and the
King makers of llelfe.

2.0 OONI LUWO GBAGIDA AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF ILE -IFE:
Oral tradition credit Luwo Gbagiola, listed on the Ife regnal list as a female

King as earlier pointed out, with the draining of many ravines ffédland with the
paving of he major thoroudiares of the city with potsherds. According to Professor
Akinwumi Ogundiran, 2020, the construction bétpavement like most Classical
eramaterial life, was unlikely restricted to the reign of one King. Rather, the building
project most likely took place throughout Classical period, lagtinge hundred
years. Seond, the position oLuwo Gbagida on the King list put her in the post

seventeenttentury period, when the construction of these payments had already
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ended. But, Prince Adegbola (2009) confirmed she also continued with the paving of

the thorough fares ahe City with potah which other Kingdoms copied.

Ooni Luwo Gbagida of llelfe in the 18" Century
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In fact,Ooni Lajamisan, the 11" on the list of llelfe kings was described as
descendantof Oranmiyan form llare andthe architect of Modern Ife history,
according to Chief (Dr.) M.A. Fabunmi (1985). Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran
(2020) confirmed thdtajamisan was the king of lldfe who managed to secure the
full recovery of the ancient city. He was ricked nan@skganderuku Lajamisan
facilitatedthe growth of population and urban expansion.

One of the accomplishments was the rebuilding of some ofutes walls of
the city which had fallen into disrepair. His success@sni Luwo Gbagida;
Lajodogun andLafogido who reigned in turn after him, aatlly completed theity
walls while potsherd pavements, naturaistic terracotta and copper alloy had
ceased during the reign of Lajamisan.

3.0 OONILUWO GBAGIDA AND ARA (EKITI) WARS
Never before had a group of attackers ravaged such a vast landscape as the

Nupe Militarists did in the northern and central Yoruba areas, lasting for at least four
generations (ca. 1441650). These attacks marked the first regional offensive against
the Yoruba Community of practice as a group (Yorubaland). The devastatingampact
on theOyo, Igbommina, Okun,andEkiti areaxreated the longesthat the Yoruba
region had ever faced, and they tested the political efficacy oélithé&aternity
ideology, according to Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran (2020). However, aftermath
of Nupe incursions, there was change in the dynamics of regional power, created
a new road map for regional cooperation; and unleashed the processes for a
different kind of political and economic formation in the Yorubaorld.

For many decades, there wae effectve coordinated responsdn the
Yoruba region to curtail thBlupe militarists attacks. The Okun, Igbomina, and
Ekiti were too fragmented and weak to put up any serious resistance, although they
did not give upBenin certainly clashed with thBlupe Cavalry on and off in the

Ekiti areas between cd.440 and 1550 as part of the strategy of protecting its
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commer cial interests. BuODyojahdthesubseghantp e ds mi |
evacuation of the | atter 6s ctegnthteatlry, somet i m
that laid the grandeur for a coordinated effort to putanehdip@g®d s menac e .

The Oyo were not the only Yoruba elements seeking to expel the Nupe
militarists from their homeland. Further south in the upper reaches of the rain forest,
several EKkiti polities fought the Nupe under the banner of Beniffellis also said
to have beerngaged in protracted andstly war at Ara (in Ekiti country) during
thesixteen century This was in alliance with several Ekiti polities againstitupe
brigand ands (Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran, 2020)

In his own submission, Professor S. Adebanjimniye (2010)]fe had to go
to war in the reign of the female Ooni, Luwo Gbagida, probably in the first half of
the fifteenth. Soon after she came to the throne, Ife had to embark on the long
drawn war know in history of Ife as the Ara Warthere seem=tbe no doubt, it
was the Ara Kingdom in EKiti.

However, while the Oyo in exile &bere, in Ibariba Country (1530542),
were able to mount resistance against the Nupe militarists, many other Yoruba
polities and communities in the MosRiger frontier did not survive th&lupe
scourgeandthe military attack that followed. For example; theaawa metropolis
of Owu, west of River Ogun, was liquidated. The turbulence in the Md&er area
pushedOwu southward into the rainforest, where they rebuilt their polities in the area
between Ife and Egba Gbagura territories, knowi®asi-Ipole, in the sixteenth

century.
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4.0 LAGELU AND THE FOUNDING MYTH OF EBA ODAN

Ibadan was founded in tisixteen (16') century, probably during the crisis
of Nupe militarist attacks from Nigavioshi area whne Oyo kingdom was forced into
exile. Chief Isaac B. Akinyele imwe Itan Ibadan (1911)said the time of founding
Ibadan by Lagelu from Iife was before the institution of the office of Aare ©na
Kakanfo which was established i640A.D by Alafin Ajagbo (and notAlaafin
Sangowho reigned in the #3century).

In his own contribution, the Alaafin of Oyo Oba Lamidi Olayiwola Adeyemi
[, 1did not, in actuality preempt any rude reaction, | did reference that Lagelu,
an Ife man, who founded what is lbadan today, was installed the Jagun of
Yorubaland by the Alaafin Sangoni r ecogni ti on of Lagel uds
wars as claimed by I.B. Akinyele (1911).

On his way from lldfe, the advance party first stayed for some days near
Erunmu before Lagelu and his men finally chdgara Forest not far from the
presentAkufo. It was surrounded b@lorisa-Oko near ljaiyeOrile, Ojoo, Oweall
wereGbagura townsincludinglddo. The headquarters of Gbagura Kingdom headed
by Akila at the time of destruction of the first Ibadan wiilgnakotu was the king
of Ojoo, andOwu town (Johnson 1921; Chief M.K.O Adebayo 2015)

Dr . Ji de Fat oHanart Macaulay: A ©Uniqbedmaligenefiof
Ibadando publi shed in 2018 wrote as foll owbo
Ibadan | (1590/1600)and second Ibadathadan Il between(1700-1806), were
both established by Lagelu, GApataMaja and so referred to #sadan Lagelu or
Lagel ud s Ibaddnavihye,nemerged as a result @wu war 1l which
devastated the second Ibadan betw@@®20 and 1824y the allied army of Ife,
liebu, Oyoand friendly Egbas.
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5.0 THE RECKLESS EXPLOITATION AND ABUSE OF POWER:
According to Professor Akinlawon Mabogunje and Professor J. Omer Cooper
in the book AOwu in Yoruba History publis
position as representative of Sango wagloited to the full as a means of supporting
his authority.The Sangocult wasspread to every town undéyo influence and
organized in a hierarchy centred in the pa
often themselves Sango priesfhis added taheir authority at the courts of vassal
rulers who were nevertheless divine kings in their own right.
As the eighteenth century entered its second half a whole series of clashes
between monarchs and their Basoruns took place. King after king was rejedted a
forced to poison after a short reign namdiaafin Onisile (1742- 1750); Alaafin
Labisi (1750); Alaafin Awonbioju (1750); Alaafin Agboluaje (175601772); and
Alaafin Mabogunje (1772- 1773).The internal struggle of the Gaha period had
naturally distracted attention from outlying parts of the empire and while central
was weakened, the Alaafins representatives acted as petty despots exploiting their
position in their own interests
i) Destruction of First Ibadan:
According to I.B. Akinyele in Iwe Itaibadan (1911); the town was destroyed
by the Yoruba army because the secret of Egungun cult was revealed in the market
place. This was not the reign of Alaafin Sango in tHeéhtury but as a result of the
Al a a feprasénttives (the llaris and Ajglego were themselves Sango priest in
the close of th& 7" century. Lagelu and his children escaped to Eleiyele hil now at

Awotan.
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i) Destruction of ljaiye (An Egba Town):

Alaafin Abiodun and Aole (17757 1796) ordered attacks on the provinces
whose leaders they accused insubordination during their princely years according to
professor Akinwumi Ogundiran (2020). For example, Alaafin Abiodun Adegolu
(17751789) claimed that the son of the potent@ftgaiye, and Egba town, insulted
him during one of his trading missions there. On ascending the throne, according to
Rev. Samuel Johnson (1921), he avenged the alleged insult by ordering the
destruction of the prominent trading town.

iii) Military Action Aga inst Apomu

Likewise, Alaafin Aole (17891796), ordered military action against Apomu,

a provincial town of llelfe, in order to avenge his humiliation at the hands the Baale
(head) of the town during his princely years as a trader. He also took gtepro$
ordering an attack againstere (Ibarapa area)now in lwajowa Local Government,
Oke-Ogun Area, reputed to be the maternal town of Alaafin Ajagbo (LA@58).

iv) Lisabi Led Egba Revolution:

In the Egba countrythA | a a f i rpwked theapedp to desperation,
and a bold leader, Lisabi, came forward to lead a movement of liberation. The EGba
under Lisabi of Itoku (Agbein) revolted akdled about 600 llaris of the Alaafin,
Amosu of Ikija, in Oke-Ona. Arinokotu of Ojoo and Akila of Ido joinedLisabi in
the revolt, according to Chief M.O. Ogunmola, Otun of Oyo (1997, 2000).
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Traditional Staff of Olubadan *

IGBA IWA — CALABASH OD DESTINY

KINIUM ONIBUDO LION THE MASTER OF
IBADANLAND

OLUBADAN OF
CAMPS

LOGO SYMBILIZING THE (LION LYING RESPLENDENTLY

OLUBADAN TITLE ON THE GRACE)

ORO —mmm ™ > VINGIA GABONENSIS

SIMANUBACEAE
(AFRICAN MANGO)

IGBIN — SNAIL
(CREEPING ON THE TRUNK
OF THE ORO TRLE)
IKARAHUN IGBIN SNAIL SHELLS
ON THE GROUND
'OPON IFA PEU =
IFA DIVINATION
ODU OSE MEJI aomglvvnlm 00U CORPUS OF
OSE MEJI WITH WHICH IBADAN
WAS FOUNDED
EWE AKOKO ATI IYEYE LEAVES OF BIGNOMACEAE
AND NEWBOLDIA

AGOGO GONG

WON Kil FI AAJA KEDE ILU, (PUBLICITY MEDIA)

BI AR'AYE BAJI, AGOGO NI WON FI NKE

$1“RA WON.

ORIKI IBAQAN ll F‘J." DERIVED PET NAME
Ibadan omo aj‘orosun un; Ibadan omo aj'orosun

Omo aje’gbin yo e Omo aje’gbin yo

Omo afi ikarahun fo'rimu [t Omo afi ikarahun fo'rimu S
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ORIKI IBADAN (PRAISE POEM (BALLAD) OF IBADAN)

|l badan, omo a jbédam tbesonmerwhose supper is oro fruit

Omo aj edgbi n thedescendants of the one who fed on

Omo agoi kar ah snails theodestendantawwiithe one who
used snail shell as bowl to serve his maize
porridge.

Ibadan maja, majabiojokinl badan, dondét fight, as
Ti o ja alaugbo gbogbo logun as you fought all neighlhwos at war.

Ibadan Kure Kureds | badan

Ibadan, beere ki o to wo Ibadan, ask before you enter

| badan Mesi og thadan, Mekiego (@dpallatian), the home of
Oluyole

Nibi ole gbe njare olohun Where robbers win robbery cases
Ibadan kiigke onile bi ajeji Ibadan, which favours immigrants better
than indigenes

a ki wbébaye kdamaerkdanonokaenwithout a
| 6ar a
i jagbor o | 6 ar Uhatof ldadad ia affray.

The above two versions were developed progressively andectken together as one.

The following is perhaps the one that truly depicts the military might of Ibadan warriors
during the years of internecine wars:

Ogun o ko wa ri/2ce we were never taken captive in war/2ce

you di

bl emi s

Omo Ibadan kiiseru eni kookavadanarenever anyoneb6és sl aves

Ogun o ko wa ri we were never taken captives.

During festive occasions even today, when native drummers spot prominent Ibadan
indigenes, they burnt into this ballad, while the sekere/singers sing it hilariously. The Ibadan
then reponse by spraying money on the musical group in appreciation of the due recognition
being accorded the military prowess of their (our) ancestors.
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PREFACE

This publication is written in response to controversies and misinformation
on the history anddevelopment of early Yoruba society and the process of
urbanization of Yoruba cities and towns. It is imperative to known the legends or
heroes who built Yoruba cities. Thanks for the publication of distinguished Yoruba
scholars who threw more light on thistory of the Yoruba by Rev. Samuel Johnson
published in 1921 by Dr. Samuel Johnson.

Yoruba Aborigines had been living in {lée and other parts of Yorubaland
for the past 55,000 years before Oduduwa arrived atfdleThe system of
governance was morchical and rotational among the heads and elders of the
community. When Oduduwa came, he centralized the administration. He established
five Quarters out of the thirteen communities he met which also comprised of
compounds and lineages that made up the a Ife e.g.: Moore, llode, llare,
OkereweandIremo.

The Kingdoms and city-statesthat populated the Yorubaland were not a
loose formation of politiesith a shared loyalty, nor were they brought under a
single government in one historical event. Althgh lle-lfe instigated the
development of Yorubaland, the process was drawn out, cumulative and contingent.

Thus, the city of lldfe and its type became the pattern of existence for most
urbanized Yorubalandnaking the Yoruba the most urbanized peoplen the
Tropical African forest; an urbanism which impacted their cultural growth in
countless ways and made them the proud possessors of what many réggindsds
indigenous civilization. Therefore, Oduduwa is regarded as father of the Yoruba

nation. Afte him are heroes of Yoruba legends
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Before the founding ollesa, according to Prince Adelegan Adegbola in the
book, Il RELEThe Source of Yoruba Civilizatior
made up ofseveral nucleated (isolate) communities under irependent rulers
Among these wer®kesa, Irojo, Imikan, and Itaji, some of these communities are
now wards within llesa Township. It was in the reign oDwa Owonise the fifth
Owa Obokun of ljesalandthat all these communities were brought together to form
a single settlement a®duduwa did in lle-Ife with the pre-Oduduwa existing
communities. It wasOwanise who institutionalized the present traditional
political structure in the town.

AEveryt hing Isaseceat manirasof tberAyneérican Historical
Association aimed at affirming the evaresent qualities of historical understanding
in everyday lives and multiplecales, from personal decisions and household
budgeting to public policies.

My objective inwriting this volume is to place in the hands of the Yoruba
people, in the handsf students of Yauba and African history and in the hands of
the general reader, a laud account of Yoruba history using the products of the latest
research on the subject.

Writing on the suggested chronology of Yoruba cultural history, Professor
Akinwumi Ogundiran (2020), wrote that betwe®D1400-1570sthere was Regional
instability due to hemispherical ecological crisis and sub continental political
turbulence; a period ahtense dry conditions characterized by recurrent multiyear
draughts, collapse of regional economy and external aggression by Nupe militarists
resulting to the collapse of many prominent Yoruba kingshamle they embarked

on expansion northward.

-20-



Lola Tomori

Between AD 1570s and 1650wvas a period of renewal and regeneration
marked by building of old kingdoms and foundation of new ones. The political
landscape was transformedwsrrior -kings such as llesa, Oyo, and Benin and also
militaristic state builders such as Oluyole, Oluyedan, Maye Okunade, Lisabi,
Sodeke, Kurunmi of ljaye.

The Yoruba were thenost urbanized peoplein the history of the tropical
African forestlands, having largely livedvalled cities and townssince as early as
the eleven or twellt centuryln these towns and cities they evolved a sophisticated
monarchial system of government, whose governing elites established detailed
institutions and process for preserving society's history and passing it on, a
circumstance that hasboth encourged and facilitated the study of Yoruba history
in our times.

In the aftermath of the collapse of the Oyo Empire in 1837, new political
experiments developed among the new and reconstructed polities, ranging from
military autocracy to military republicanis m and the federation system.
However, thenstitution of Oba remained subject to thailitaristic ethos of the
time in whichwarlords often usurped the powers of the Oba and the civil authorities.
Uniquely, Ibadanrejected hereditary monarchial system of g@vernance after
taking over from Lagelu descendants 1825 during Owu-Ogbere war, and
adopted military republicanism as the model of its governance. Hence, the current
hierarches, distinguishing between thecatled primary and secondary Yoruba
kingdomsare products of the regional reorganization that followed the collapse of
Oyo Empire, the instability of the nineteenth century, and the imposition of the
British colonial rule.

Those gazette and standardized official template of hierarchies among the
Yoruba kings during the early twentieth century was created at the instigation of the

colonial officers, who needed this narrative tom implementBhgsh policy of
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indirect rule. And the hierarchies have been revised several times since
independence to aceonodate the changing political configurations in postcolonial
Nigerian politics.

Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran in 2025, advised the academic historians to
reject royal rascality, pomposity and arrogance of traditional rulekse said that
they must not atiw egocentric tables to be mistaken for facts. In fact, historians must
utilize primary sources which include documents, eye witness accounts, oral

traditions, language forms and linguistic, archeological artefacts, and material

culture, to write histori Hi st ory needs to be, as indeed

time and past events revalued in the

The authoris grateful tothe many people whose contributions, experience
and proposals has been drawn upormutting this volume together in addition to
sources acknowledged in this text the author is indebted to Professor. Akinlawon
Mabogunje, Professor Toyin Falola, Emeritus PrafesBolanle Awe whose
publications have helped me and Professor Olatoye Ognfaruraging ra since my
days at the University of Ife, (Now Obafemi Awolowo University, -Ifie)
publication on Ibadan.

In memory of those good souls who either directly or indirectly helped to
shape this publication, may their souls rest in perfect pgacke as 1.B. Akinyele,
Kemi Morgan and Rev. Samuel Johnson.

Ambassador (ESV) Tomori M.A.

anivs, rsv, mnim, arva

Grand Ambassador of Ibadan Culture

Central Council of Ibadan Indigeens Merit Awardee
December2025
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CHAPTER ONE
THE REALITY OF THE THIRD EMERGENCE
OF IBADAN TRADITIONAL SOCIETY FROM
16""CENTURY TO 1900
1.0 WRITING A NEW HISTORY OF IBADAN
There can be no development without an evideib@sed history because
historical narratives are always being corsted and revised, but such revisions
must be based on new evidence and theoreti
and caprices.
AEverything has a histord i s a recent mantra of the
Association aimed out at affirming the eymesent qualities of Historical
understanding in everyday lives and multiple scales, from personal decisions and
households budgeting to public policies. According to R.G. Collignwblistpry
needs to be, as indeed it is, rewritten from time to time and pasttevevalued in
the light of fresh developments and new ideas
In writing the contemporary history of Ibadame has to rely on the written
accounts of Ibadan and other Yoruba local historians number of them witnessed
some of the events, which they reed and also collected firsthand information from
those who participated in the events that they describe, such local authors included:

Chief I.B. Akinyele on Outlines of Ibadan History and its Yoruba Edition lwe

Il tan | badan; t he setheavdo |liusmeKeAmkii nM@ad gars6 sOu
Hi story of I badan in which byprevidisgunprel e ment e c
details. Thehird is the most comprehensive of themallfhev. Johnds Hi stor

the Yorubas which was written in 1897 and first published1i®21 The editor of
the book had made i1t ktheonginal manustripteof whol e wo
the book had got lost in the hands of the publisher and they could not found. Some

chapters had to be rewritten, some curtailed other amplified, and nesadded
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where necessary, according to HRFEtmece Adel

Source of Yoruba CROOY | i zationo published

So also are the Academic Historians for whom historical in query is a
profession and vacation, often with a teactpogition. Academic historians utilize
primary sources, which include documents, eyewitness accounts, oral traditions,
language forms and linguistics, archeological artefacts, and material culture, to write
history.

Historically, according to Professor Sdébanji Akintoye (2010)Qduduwa
and Ife gave the Yoruba people their first kingdom, elaborated the structure of their
type of kingdoms, and pointed all of the Yoruba people in the direction to this
higher level of political existenc&he city of llelfe and its type became the pattern
of existence for most of Yorubaland, making the Yoruba the most urbanized people
in the tropical African forest, an urbanism which impacted their cultural growth in
countless ways and made them the proud possessors of whatagardasn f r i c a 6 s
highest indigenous civilization

From all these developments and their times, the migrants frosfe lle
continued for centuries, and transformed the political and demographic structure of
Yorubaland. Their mostisible physical heritege is the many cities of the Yoruba
peoplethe cities of the kings Andtheir political heritage is the Yoruba kingdoms.

The kingdom-founding immigrants was a special eran Yoruba history.
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2.0 LAGELU AND THE FOUNDING MYTH OF IBADAN:

Lagelu was the grands@f both Ooni uwo Gbagida, the only female Ooni of
Ife and the 18 Ooni in the Chronology of Obas of {lée, and also the grandson of
Obalufe or theORUNTO bornatDe g e | u 6 s ic Oksiso Araa of llelfe.

The founding of Ibadan by Lagelu in the™6entury coincided with the
period Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran (2020) claimed was a period of renewal and
regeneration, that is betweg&h70s and 1650marked byebuilding of old kingdom
and foundation of new ones thus, political landscape of Yorubathrwas
transformed byvarrior kings and militaristic states such as llesa, Oyo and Benin.

Chief I saac Bablvaltanlbaland k ponlgki shed ifin 191
that Ibadan was founded before the institution ofdffiee of Aare OnaKakanfo
was establised by Alaafin Ajagbo in 1640A.D. However, the Alaafin of Oyo, Oba
Lamidi Olayiwola Adeyemi I, in the Nigerian Tribune of Friday 22 October, 2021
saidi Whi | e | di d nrempt any rudeaeadtiana tid refgrenge ithat
Lagelu, anlfe man, whofounded what is Ibadan today, was installed the Jagun of
Yorubal and by the Al aafin Sango in recogni
w a r slanestly, Oduduwa Era ended with the sacking of Yoruba kingdoms in the
River Niger areas by Nupe militarists fmiVed by the era of renewal of regeneration
between 1570s and 1650s.

2.1  Era of Militaristic State Builders in the 19" Century

Aftermath of the OwtOgbere war led by Olowu Akinjobi, the Owus
migrated to Abeokuta in 1833 to join the Egbas who had been exfrelledbadan
Camp to found Abeokuta it83Q After the Gbanamu War d833during which the
Ife group was expelled from Ibadan Camp, the ®pouba group took over the
controlled of Ibadan described as thed and present Ibadan.
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Oluyedun was the firdeader of the town and took the title of Adbma
Kakanfo. He was succeeded lbgkanle and then by Basorun Oluyole who enlarge
the rule ofmilitary aristocracy but died in 1839. He was succeeded by Balogun
Oderinlo and Baale Omololu Opeagbe who also ditel eleven months as Baale.
They all rejected monarchy.

In 1851, Ajayi Oyesile Olugbode (an Owu man from KUta newar Iwo) was
installed. He introduced military republican system as the mode of Governance in
Ibadan comprising Civil and Military lines.

In the 19th Century, tlyanust meet as Kingmakers to appoint a Baakegss
if the candidate died as Balogun like Balogun Oderinlo, Balogun Ibikunle, Balogun
Akere and Balogun Ajayi Osungbekun. The Council may accept or reject the
candidate for reason afefficieng/ and poor leadership quality.

Fijabi the son of Babalola, who came to settle in Ibadan during Maye
Okunadebds regime in Ibadan, was tHe | ast
of June, 1893, before Ibadan became a British Protectoritee m, the subsequent
rulers of Ibadan had to obtain the approval of the British Resident for Oyo Province
before they could be installed as rulers of the town (Kemi Morgan at pg. 166 of
Outline History of Ibadan, Part IlI).

Rotation of headship of Ibacakn Community started after the prolonged 16
year civil war known as Ekitiparapo Wd&otation between Otun Olubadan and
Balogun was formalized with Olubadan Chieftaincy Declaration of 1957 as
amended in 2023.

However, only the Olubadan of Ibadanland cooldy go through the
traditional rites to be performed by th©luwo Labosinde Araba of Ibadan at
Osemeji Templdefore installation and Coronation Ceremony where the Governor

performs the presentation of Staff of Office at Mapo Hall Arcade.
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3.0 TRANSITIO N FROM SECOND IBADAN TO THIRD IBADAN

The third emergence of Ibadan was as a res@iwf war betweerll814 and
1822after the destruction @wu-Ipole. The settlement at Ibadan by the allied army
of Ife, ljebu, Oyo and Egbathat resulted to another wartbveen theOwu refugee
living at Owu-Ogbere near Ibadan and the ruler of Ibadan marked the end of the

period of marauding. According to both Professors Akinlawon Mabogunje and J.

Omer CoopeOw@lo®nl)l)oi oatpagadbb;st or y o

This is a developmerwhich can be seen in the history of several other such
movements of wandering marauders in Africa. The sixteenth century Jaga and
Zimba in Central Africa or the Ngoni innineteenth century East Central Africa
are examples in which a long period of wandey and devastation was eventually
foll owed by definitive settl ement and

With the settlement in Ibadan, the behaviour of the army and its role in
Yorubaland began to undergo a profound change.nilit@rist charact er of the
community led by Maye Okunade from llelfe, did not disappear overnight but the
army now became a state, with a territory of its owna political hierarchy albeit a
rather usual kind and a position within the complex web of-stege relationgp in
Yorubaland.

Therefore, to put history in its proper perspective, Professor Akinwumi
Ogundiran (2020xhallenged traditional rules to invest resources in preserving
ancestral legacies, artefatcs, and memory, adding, if they are committed to the truth
and not selfaggrandizing, they should build museums and establish royal and
ritual archives in their communities. These are the resources that historians need

to so their work effectively.
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Hesadiii f t he kingmakers wi l Is,agademic c hec k

historian own it to the profession to call them out through their professional
organizations, adding that it would be wrong to entrust kings as custodians of
ancestral history, because they Ve political interests that scholars must
interrogate.

3.1 Effect of Civil Wars on Yoruba Independent States
According to Professor Bolaji Akinyemi, former External Affairs Minister, in

a paper delivered on the 2anniversary of the creation dfgawa state both the
Fulani and Yoruba Empire exhibit variants of federalism structure. The outcome
of theFulani Jihad led Othman Dan Fodioin 1809to the establishment &okoto
Caliphate/Empire of 30 Emirates which owed allegiance to Bgtan of Sokoto
while enjoying considerable independentke Yoruba Empire, owing spiritual
and political allegiance of Ife;spread from Warri to present day Togo and had a
complex structure of independence kingdoms whose royalty was subject to
confirmation by Ife.

However, political situation in some areas of Yorubaland preghesground
for the establishment of British rule. Before the intervention of the British, the history
of precolonial Nigeria is a fluid history ofndependent states losing their
independence to follow states and regaining their independence from $tdites.
This continuing struggle for dominance and domination was still ongoing when the
British took over. These are nationalities with very long memory, very entrenched
traditional and culture. For instance, the British intervened iwérdetween Ekii-
Parapo and Ibadan and successfully brokered a Pedeceaty signed in 1886.
Although thePeace Treatyhad been signed, there were conflicts and wars in other
areas of the Yoruba nation. The situation remained so 1888 whensigning of

protectorate tr eatieswith various groups.
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The disintegration of the Oyo Empire and Kingdoms destroyed the pre
existing system of order and security in Yorubaland and created a situation whereby
all centres of power old and new, had to scramble to establish new sysheiths
patterns that would guarantee order and security. Those efforts according to Professor
6Banji Akintoye (2010) created conflicts al
able to put an end to, until European powers intervened and imposed their @fm syst
of order, security and peace.

The various ethnic groups of Nigeria estimated at over 700, had their
traditional civilization on which the rudiments of the modern forms of
government were based before the arrival of the BritishThe modern forms of
govenment have such trappings of governance as a democratically enacted
constitution, the political party system, a robust judiciary grounded on the rule of law,
and a parliament, among others.

There were a number of important kingdoms which had establistied®m
forms of government which has no links whatsoever with what came to be known as
European civilization. These disparate kingdoms and territories with their
multiplicity of languages and dialects, posed serious problems of effective
governance to th8ritish in their bid to administer the country as a homogenous
entity. This was the spatial explanation for the use of the indirect rule system by the
British for governing the natives.

The Yoruba Obads authority <céggods) es t he
and must be obeyed. Every major act of power, like declaration of war, execution
of culprit etc., must be done with the spiritual sanction of the Orisa. When an Oba
dies, he himself joins the pantheon of Orisa and therefore one of the law givers,
who joins the ancestorsThus,when Lagelu died he was buried on the hills at
Awotan. Truly, the aspect of spiritual power of Yoruba Oba was the testimony of the

law and measure designed to increase healthy environment in lbad&55n
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accordingtoabook | HEFE: The Source of Yoruba Civildi
Adelegan Adegbola in 2009 his was during the reign of Baale Ajayi Oyesile
Olugbode (18517 1864) when Aboke Oyewole was recalled to Ibadan from
Abeokuta
The law had to be promulgated in toem of revelation from (gods) Orisa
thatir ear i ng of pi gs i nOnsetthe populase heaa this,theyt al | ow
obeyed automatically, since the law was from the Oba and gods.
As the late Chief Okunolaf Ibadan Progressive Union (IPbis poingéd out,
the foundingOdu or Ifa sign for the city of Ibadan (each and every legitimate Yoruba
town always has its foundin@du) is Ose Meji, a uniform, binary accreditation
which predicted that likéotemetic snail, the emerging city of Ibadan would unfold
should but progressively until it subsumes its own ramifying suburbs. This prediction
and facts is represented on the traditiona
to its Coat of Arms.
3.2  The Significance of OkeBadan Shrine
The wordOkebadanis derived from the contraction of the wor@&e (hill
or mountain) and Ibadan. Hence, Okebadan miksausan till or the tutelary deity
of Ibadan hill. The hill of Ibadan is believed to harbour a supernatural or spiritual
being which protected the early skt from the wrath of their enemies and
attackers It is widely believed among its worshippers that this deity is a goddess who
loves the people and usually offers them, children and material things they need.
Thus, the people refer to this goddessAtege-Olomu-Oru (huge mother with
immense breasts). Infact, historically, Atage was the daughter of Lagelu whose
mother was the princess of Agura of Gbagura Kingdom whose headquarter was at
Ido before they were driven out of Ibadan camp to found Abeokuis830A.D.

Lagelu was said to have been buried on the hill.
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v

Okebadan Shring Here the ceremonies for Installation and the putting of the beaded crown on

the head of Olubadan takes place
3.3  The Significance of Okebadan (Ibadan Hill)at Awotan

This hill (or the tutelary deity of Ibadan hill) is believed to harbor a
supernatural or spiritual being which protected the early settlers from the wrath of
their enemies and attackers.

Okebadan (Ibadan Hill) is significant in the religious and sociocultural lives
of the people of Ibadan, and this accounts for why @leebadan festival is
celebrated annually with pomp and pagearithe people believe in the sacredness
and sanctity of Okebadan.Consequently, sacrifices are made to fueldess
periodically and annually. Thibelief of the people, according to O.O. Adekola
(2015) writingonAf Tr ends i n Traditional Rel-i gi ous W
2 0 1 @as attested to by Theophilus Kerfer, a Swabian pastor who visited the shrine
in 1853. He submitted that:
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i We s a w ed gnoge (sichat a short distance, where, as it is said among the
people, supernatural beings, little men in white garments, could be seen in large
numbers. But bad people went out with guns to shot them, therefore, they have
disappeared and comeonlysmxt ra ordi nary ti meso.

When the allied army of Ife, Oyo, ljebu and friendly Egbas took over Ibadan
in 1825from the descendants of Lagelu (the founder), the worship of Okebadan and
the title of Aboke was abolished under the leadership of Okunade Maye1&83h
The worshipper of Okebadan descendants was brought back from Abeokuta during
the reign of Baale Olugbode Oyesile between (18884) when there were various
groans and sighdieard from the heart of the hill and that these brought some chaotic
happ@ings.

According to David Hindererr in 1859, Okebadan demanded a series of
sacrifices, which were then offered and, soon afterwards, a number of laws were
promulgated from the deity for the better or during the life of the community.

When Baale Oyesile digbt have a male child, he divined and he was advised
to make sacrifice to Okebadan. After making the sacrifice with the help of Aboke
family, he subsequently had a male child named Aderibigbe, who died at the Kiriji
war in 1882(Dr. Jide Fatokun, 2012).

Up till today, Ifa (the oracle deity) is consulted to find out what the goddess
would take as a sacrifice from chaos. Whenever an unfavourable incident happens or

when there is draught, Okebadan is usually appeased.
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Not e: Ok e intkAwadaatown Hi | |

The second Ibadanwas surrounded by the following settlements namely:
Owu-Ogbere, Oje, Ojoo, Ika, lkeye, ljaye, Erunmu, Ikija, Ido, llugun, and many Egba
settlements.

Rev. Samuel Johnson (1921) at page 244 of History of the Yorubas described
Ibadan, after tad over by the allied forces, as consisting ofdéetral market, and
about half a mile of houses aroundThe town wall was where the principal mosque

(Ojadébba Centr al Mosque now stands) .
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According to Chief M.K.O. Adebayo (201%)abosinde was living at
Olubadands c¢ o mp o withd®luadan Alesoly, thefigsi son of Oluole
Olukiran, who was also the first son of Lagelu. He was succeeded as Olubadan by
Rodoso. It was during the reign of Olubadan Sotuyole that the allied army squeezed
out the originainhabitants and took possession of the second Ibadan in 1825. The
title of Aboke, Olubadan were abolished. Aboke and Sotuyole migrated to Abeokuta
with the Owus to live among the Egbas.

4.0 CULTURAL SETTLEMENT OF SECOND IBADAN

It was reported thdfa divinaton performed when some traditional religious
leaders arrived to sanctify lbadan with sacrifices onlttean Hills (not Oluyole
Hills). The resultingpdu wasfi Os e  M#@i$ sign became the guardi@du of
the new city. Thesity patriarch, Lagelu, andsix diviner -priests were present on
that first occasion. The sarndu sign then appeared again on three critical occasions

in the life of the city. According to Bolaji ldowufmnRe | i gi on i n | badan:

Religion and Christianityo in Bolanle Awe, etlap. 235247

1 The populace sought divine blessings on the now settlement for
prosperity. Then th®ke Ibadan (or the spirit of Ibadan) was instituted
as a totem of worship

1 The oracle was consulted on how to preserve the growing population and
the emergig prosperity

1 A siege was laid on Ibadan and its expansion and security was threatened.
Ose Meji (meaning double victory) appeared again to reassure the
inhabitants of a slow but steady and persistent growth, as in the movement

of snails.

It seems, thisvhy thesnail or itsshellbecamethena s cot of t he citydad

o farms. A close study @se Mejireveals that under the major thematic and metrical

divisions, the sign is concerned with (a) survival (b) wealth (c) fertility and (d)
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victory. These are casistent with the preoccupations identified with the city
patriarch, Lagelu, the founders of the city in its early stagesThe cultural
importance of this point is that Ibadan, in spite of the pure serendipity connected with
its location and founding, idil a traditional and spiritual home to its inhabitants. It
shows that all care was taken as to its inhabitant and, contrary to the manner of
settlement, nothing was given up to chance. Any Yoruba settlement, thus inaugurated
by solid tradition, is often assured of its safety and stability.

4.1 DESCRIPTION OF OKE -BADAN HILLS AT AWOTAN

The site of the tomb of Lagelu on Awotan Hills with the adjourning
surrounding remains a sacred ground. Two hundred meters square from the tomb, all
shoes must be removedidtassumed that anyone with shoes on is trampling on the
remains of Lagelu.

The present site is embarrassing; a hut with palm thatched roof, shelters the
remains of the great man. No one would have imagined that there lies the famous
Lagelu, Oro Apata Majahe founder of the largest city in Africa South of the Sahara.

It is embarrassing that the situation has remained as it is for years after the exit of the
great warrior and further of Ibadan.

There are three prominent hills on the plateau of Awotan. Teese
. lgbo Okedbadan

ii. Oke Oso
iii. Oke Odo Eleyele

Each of this hill has distinctive historical significance. It was at the peak of
| gbo Ok ghdttmandsguerade leading an Egba invasion if Ibadan in the 18
century as eternally destroyed. Legend has itlthgelu, was forbidden from setting
eyes on any masquerade. From the valley where he stood, he commanded the
masquerade to be swallowed inside the bowels of the mountain. When the invading

forces saw what happened, they scampered in different direabiosaféty.

-38-



Lola Tomori

Thesecond hill Oke Osoconstantly emitted smoke, suggesting the presence
of volcanic activities. But today the hill has remained dormant but the traces and signs
of its past antecedents are still present.

The third hill, Oke Odo Eleyele,offered sanctuary to a number of creatures,
particularly birds of different species as the doves, the goose and pigeons which
swamp the foot of the hill with a perennial stream (Otenru) running through it and
which empties its waters into the Eleyele dam.

Today, the stream is still running but strangely the beautiful birds no longer
patronize the site. The source of Otenru stream is close to a village called Oriogbo

Ojuabere.

Fig.220kedébadan Hill from Awot an:
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. LAGELY ORO
e Please Remove ll“mw

Fig 3: The Proposed Mausoleum of Lagelu Gr@wn Awotan/Eleyele Hills in 2003 by C.C.I.1
It is very important to revive the acquisition of about 2 Hectares on to of

Okedbbadan at Awotan where you have the Lag
spiritual/cultural significance. The Hill of Ibadano Ok e d badan i s a | ink
first Ibadan which was destroyed in the eighteenth century and the present day
(mordent) history.

Building Mausoleumon the grove of Lagelu, the ancestral founder of Ibadan
in the sixteenth century would enhance the hystord development of Ibadanland
and also become a tourist centres for visitor and international community and
hsitorians. The Okedbbadan shrine was repli
Olubadans are crowned.
4.2  The Cultural and Commercial Significantof Oj a 6 b a

The creation of a k tba) gvassonenohthekmost pl ac e
important developments in every neayal city. Trade was very took seriously the
provision of facilities for its proper running. As soon as the building of the palace
commencd, therefore, an area in its foreground, a short distance beyond the palace
gate, was cleared and measured out for the
to the palace, usually located just outside its front walls, became an alterable attribute
of the Yoruba royalty or town.
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The ki ngos mar ket pl ace was a special
sovereignty, therefore, whenever it was time for the authorities to announce the death
of a king, they would order the symbolic act of having the tops of the $tesdeof
the kingds market place tri mmed. Accordin
(2010) , i n fact, the creation of the king
establishment of sovereignty over his kingdom

When Lagelu descendants finally establigte second Ibadanin the
eighteenth (18) century, the palace and the market were located at one of the five
guarters r eflgrerdeedd .t of haes kfinkge Ol ubadan, was
market place, although one of the chiefs traditionally stodbr him as master in
chargePalace messengeiaid out the market place in the satisfaction of the traders
themselves, ensuring that vendors of each particular article of merchandise had one
are (called iso) allocated to them.

While the traders constrted their sheds and the facilities for spreading out
their warespalace messengers planted shade treeseeded to prevent excessive
heat in the market place and also to provide some decoration. When the market place
became functional, senior palace megserid patrol duties in it gzeace officers
and also collected tool s aUhelsalarsokeactt by t he
article usually formed anarket commodity associationspf which the king was
usually patron. In short, then, the influence lod king pervaded the market place,
the mar ket place in Ibadan (kingds market)
army of Oyo, Ife, ljebu and Egba took over the second Ibadan because he had been
leaving in the palace with the descendants of Lagefioré Owu war started in 1810
A.D. and ended in 1825 A.D. Labosinde was an Ife-giaef.
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5.0 THE STRUCTURE OF IBADAN AT ORIYANGI

After abandoning the hills at Awotan, they came down to establish a new
settlement aOriyangi between 1775 and 1789 during tleggn of Alaafin Abiodun
because they were attacked by the Egbas but did not succeed 1785 A.D. according to
Aboke (Chief Ifamapowa)Awotan and Apete towns still remain till today under
Ibadan Authority.The Ibadan at Oriyangi consisted of the centraimarket and
about half a mile of houses around. The town wall was where the principal
mosque now stands as at 1825A.D. (Rev. Samuel Johnson, 1921 page R44as
surrounded by Ikija, Ido, Ojoo, Erunmu, and Owu settlements (1.B. Akinyele, 1911).
5.1 The Structure of Second Ibadan Settlement

1. Itun Elemo - Abokebs ,h Benethadaner s

2. Oke Igede - Oba (the Kingbés Quarters)

3. ltun Lisa - Crown Prince of Ol owdOgugunnj obi 6s

4. ltun Akaasi - The descendants of Akaasi
Quarter}

5. llaro - The descendants of the Prince of Iseri. The first man

that built Iseri and settled there in or about the year
(1425- 1505)he was called,
1699 was Ogunfunminire from Hée

6. Oke at Isale Atan - Communal land or Igboro llu.

Division of Yoruba towns by Lagelu descendants, originated from Oduduwa
when he formed a central authority after thirteen aboriginal communities were
merged to form the original five Quarters in-lfe known as: Moore, llode, Iremo,
Okerewe, and llare the gmtice which Lagelu replicated in Ibadan. Within each
guarter there were compounds. Within each compound there were family lineages.
Land belongs to the family lineages. To own land in Ife, one must belong to a family
(Chief M.O. Fabunmi 1985 pg. 119)

As the Hebrews were so grateful to their hills which according to their belief,
had given them protection, so the children of Lagelu started expressing their gratitude

to the hill that protected and fed them during the early periods on Eleyele Hills at

Awotan. Ogundowo, one of the children of Lagelu becamethe r st O Abokebd
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Chief Priest) of Okelbadan. He was succeeded by his s@kewale who was
recalled from Abeokuta during the reign of Baale Oyesile Olugbode {1854)
when Okebadan festival was resutted by the new ruling class.

The above founding and establishment of the second Ibadan was in line with
the Yoruba traditionOke-lgede was where the Olubadarof the second Ibadan
pal ace was built at Oj.distbrigally developgn@afal |y ORI
maj or towns are centred around the Obabs p.
whereLabosinde the Oluwoo f | badan | ives t@kdbadan at O) a o
shrine where the Baale and Olubadans ceremonies for installation and crowning are
performel. The town was surrounded by defence wall and ditches behind for security
reasons. Surrounding this centrally | ocate
earliest compounds of the immigrant settlers built at the base and brow of Mapo Hall
in the eiglleenth century up to the time of occupatiorl@25by the allied army of
Ife Oyo, ljebu and Egba who had earlier destroyed @gberein 1825and Owu
Ipole betweerl814 and 1820

Rev. Samuel JofmeomMiisn otr lye opulblighétden Yor ub a
in 1921 said among other things after Erunig@banamu war) war ofL833 that
flbadan then consisted of the central market and about half a mile of houses
around. The town wall was where the princi
The first mosque was demolished®gsorun Oluyole lyandd 8351849), however,
Baale Opeagbgl850) donated the land where the present central mosque was built
referred to above by Rev. Samuel Johnson (1921). That by implication there was a
mosque when the allied army took over the seciwadian in 1825 when Maye

Okunade became the first Baale succeeded by Aare OluyetRB3.
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6.0 THE FOUNDATION OF THE THIRD IBADAN
After the Owu war betweend814 and 1820, according to Rev. Samuel

Johnson (1921) or betweelB17 and 1822 according to Profess Akinwumi

“}il'é:hnam of the Qyo Em;"virc, g"a,’ 1827

&4

Ogundiran (2020) Iwo Ipole was captured and destroyed and thike/a@lowu
Akinjobi opened one of the gates and slipped away to refuge in Ibadan. Thus, after
the capture of Owu, the alliec army of Ife, ljebu, Oyo and friendly Egbas did not
disband but after a period of hesitation a pretext was found for attacking the Egba
towns of Ikija.

According to Johson, they passed through ljaigeja, Kosikosi, Ikerekui
were, Ora, Ibadan, Ojokodo, Iwdimand Eguoto the same night reached Ojoho at
day-break. There they met with a determined resistance and, fetching the need for a
camp to recuperate in after their long march, they occupied the site of Ibadan which

had been abandoned by its Egba population but not destroyed like the other towns.
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This acount, according to Professor Akinlawon Mabogunje and Professor J.
Omer-Cooper in AOwu in Yoruba Historyo publ i :
oversimplification for it does not explain the fate of tBevu refugee settlement
which had grown up in thdase proximity of tle Egba town of Ibadan at Agodi.

(a) Conflicts between Ibadan and OwdOgbere:

Here accounts given to both Professor Akin Mabogunjo and Professor J.
Omeri Cooper (1971), by the late Oba Akinyele of Ibadan and the Baale of Erummu
seem to threv light on the course of events. In both these accdbwnis was stated
to be just outside Ibadan on the site know@wagi-Ogbere.

The ruler of this town was said to have become involved in a conflict with
Ibadan. The reason given was that the Olowu hatiedaa daughter of the Baale of
Ibadan whose naméykan meanti S o me t WhenQjovu went on a raiding
expedition across th®ba River and as he crossed the river he promisetlittihe
waters stayed low to allow his retuine would sacrifice somethingo the stream.

On his return, however, he found the river in flood and he and his eentrapped
on the wrong side.

As they waited in vain for the waters to subside the chiefs began to murmur,
reminding the Olowu of his promise to the river and of teetfzatii s 0 me twas n g 0
his wifebds name. Finally, t he Ol owu agreeft
afterwards, the flood went down and he was able to return hom¢hd&aaale of
Ibadan was so infuriatedat the death of his daughter that he madeona®wu and
called in allies from faflung placesOwu-Ogberewas then destroyed and many of
its inhabitants fled to Erunmu.

According to the two Professors, the most likely explanation seems to be that
a quarrel between Ibadan and the refugee settleoh@wu-Ogbere broke out and
the attired army was called in as it has been in the struggle be®gren and

Idomapa. Owu-Ogbere was destroyed and the army look possession of Ibadan,
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squeezing out its original Lagelu descendants (not Egba) populatioseffleenent
of the composite army in Ibadan marked the beginning of a new phase in the long
chain of events which began at the Apomu market.

(b) Egba left Inbadan Camp to Establish Abeokuta in 1830

The allied that destroyed Owgbere hastily occupied Ibadardamarchiefs
taking possession of any compound they chose, and their men with them and thus
Ibadan, according to Rev. Samuel Johnson, was aggiromed but not by the
owners of the towns, but by a composite band of marauders (the allied army of Ife,
liebu, Oyo and friendly Egbasylaye Okunade,a bold and brave. Ife chieftain being
their leader. Next to him wdsabosindealso an Ife, but, through his mother, of Oyo
descent. At the head of the Oyos Wwaganle a bold and brave leader.

In the atmosphere intense personal rivalry between the war chiefs, quarrels
were not infrequent and soon after the settlement at Ib&adampdi, a prominent
Egba leader, shot an influential Ife leader, named Egba, with a pistol in the course of
an altercation. A scrimmage once broke ouLamodi was killed and a considerable
body of Egba, fearing further vengeance, fled the town. Under the leadership of
sodeke, they succeeded in beating off all attacks and making their way to the
naturally defensible site at Abeokutagthafarm village of an Itoko man, and a
resting place for traders to and from tBke-Ogun districts. This was about830.

There, they were continually swelled by Egba refugees fropaait of the
country, and also by Egbas, slaves who had desertedrthsiersAt Abeokuta the
refugees kept together according to their family distinctionse.g Egba Agbeyin,

Egba Agurgor Gbagura) and Egba Okana.
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Here also theOwus joined them, one common calamity throwing them
together. It was some considerablmdi after thatjaiye joined them, and so by
degrees of all the Egba townships abth® became concentrated at Abeokuta, the
new town comprising ljemo, Itoko and a few othets were already on the spot.

Even after the foundation of Abeokuta, accordiadRev. Samuel Johnson
(1921), there were still some Egbas residing at Ibdfigba womenalso who were
unable or unwilling to go with husbands to the new settlement were taken as wives
by the new colonists at Ibadan and they became the mothers of muostcbiltren
of the first generation of the new Ibadan.

(c) The End of Maye Okunade Draconian Rule:

The end of the struggle with Maye Okunade after the Gbanamu i838f
meant the end of the most serious communal tensions within the erstwhile marauding
army. It was new possible to establisieggular governmental hierarchy and at a
public meeting it was decided to introduce regular chieftaincy titles.

On the face of it, the expulsion of Maye Okunade and many of the Ife chiefs
left Ibadan an Oyo Settlement ffact, however, though th®yo group was
predominant, the community retained tteanposite character it had possessed as
a wandering military horde. Its leading men were not necessarily all Oyo. Indeed,
Labosinde, the other Ife war leaderand one time rial of May Okunade, remained
in the town as a respected figure. What is mioréhe circumstances of prolonged
warfare, hereditary authority had been of little account.

In establishing the constitution of the town these characteristics were
preserved so #t although the chieftaincy titles adopted were traditional ones the
system itself was quite different from the normal pattdrne titles were not
hereditary but were given in accordance with the effective position of the holder
in society and it was pogble to progress from one title to another in the

hierarchy even to the very top of Baale and later Olubadan.
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Thus, communal difference had little political significance #raldiverse
groups tended to fuse together in a common Ibadan Identifyn the oppsite
manner to the Egba who preserved their original town and oven village identities
within the single circumfence of the walls of Abeokuta.

Ibadan system also had another significance for as positions within the
internal hierarchy depend ended on te@t i on and strength
following, military expansionism was, as it werebailt-in feature of the ystem
(Prof Bolanle Awe, 1965).

(d) The Stabilization of the Third Ibadan:

With the stabilization of the third Ibadan community, the story ofQhe
war really ends. The army which had been called won existence to béseegiéy
of Asunkungbade had at least settled down and taken on the features of an
established polityThe collapse of one of the four corners of Yorubaland had
entailed a tremedous upheaval and the virtual obliteration of the old pattern of
relationships in southern Yorubalandlt had called into existence the two great
metropolitan towns of Ibadan and Abeokuta which were to be the main poles of the
new order which emerged out the final collapse of the old Oyo Empire and the
system of intesstate relationships of which it had been the guarantor.

The evacuation of Oytle and the collapse of the empire was the end of an
era in the history of the Yoruba world. With the defeaOtuewu-led forces, the
jihadists of llorin and their allies were intastted by fermented fruit of victory and
were determined to take over the entire Yoruba Region. They, therefore, shifted their
focus towards, those new Oyo towns already plantedemipper reaches of the

rainforest.
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According to Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran (2010), their goal wds dbi p
t he Kor an anmmetaphbr éor ssbgugating the Yoruba world to the control
of the Sokoto Caliphate via the emirate of llorin. For whatithidied, no extential
crisis that enormous had ever confronted the Yoruba not ev@&utheecrisisof the
late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries.

(e) How Oluyole Mobilized Forces to Stop Advancing llorin Army

Displaced and demoralized, most of the Mma region, especially in the old
territory of the Oyo Empire, was still licking its words. The only Yoruba polity brave
enough to confront thelihadist threat was Ibadan. According Akinwumi
Ogundiran (2010)it was a new kid on the block of regional polits, but it was a
rising military power in the aftermath of the fall of Oyo Empire.

While the llorin army was advancing southward, Basorun Oluyole, rallied to
confront the enemy. He presided over the military plans to stop the advancing llorin
army. He moilized other scattered Oyo elements to the cause of saving their
ancestral land from what he rightfully considered a foreign invasion, although there
were highranking Yoruba soldiers in the llorin contingent buttimgely intervention
paid off.

Under he command and leadership of his war commandBalogun
Oderinlo, the advance of I lorinés ambition
184Q The llorin army was thoroughly beaten. The victory put to rest the threat of the
jihadist agenda in the Yorubaorld. With this, Oluyole achieved what eluded
Oluewu and five other Alaafins.This military victory was the most consequential
event in Yoruba history during theneeenth century (Prof. Akinwumi Ogundiran,
2010).
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7.0 AFTERMATH OF THE FULANI JIHADISTS WA R OF 1840

Ibadan emerged as the dominant state in the region in 1840 following its
defeat of llorin jihadistsThe young state had proved to be tinest resilient avenger
of Old Oyo empire humiliatiorduring the Eledwe. War three years earlier, but its
own draconian style of imperialism led to provincial revolts and a sixtegar war
(the Ekitiparapo War) that pitted a regional alliance against Ibadan between, 1877
and 1893(Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran, 2010).

In the aftermath of the fall of the Old Ofampire,new political experiments
developed among the new and reconstructed polices, ranging from military
autocracy to military republicanism and federation systefe institution of Oba
remained the apex of social order in most areas, but it remairigecs to the
militaristic ethos of the time in whichwarlords often usurped the powers of the
Oba and the civil authorities. Uniquel{hadan (a former war camp) redetected
monarchy and adopted military republicanism as the model of its governance.

In all these experiments, thiée continued to serve as the basic unit of
organization. Its membership was now far more heterogeneous than ever before
because of the massive regwide demographic breakup and displacement,
leading to the aggregation of peoplediverse backgrounds into the ndevand ilu
that sproutedip throughout the region,

7.1  The Developmentof Ibadan Republican System:

When Basorun Oluyole died @B47according to Professor Toyin Falola in
2012, a government dominated by warriors (Mijitéristocracy) had family taken
root. His successohmololu Opeagbe(18501851) becaus®alogun Odorinlo
died as Balogun and th@tun Balogun Olajumoke, also died giving way for
Opeagbe, from Ogbomoso. He also assumed office on the basis of his military
strength and he appointed others to higher offices purely on the basis of their military

gualities. The warriors were in control of the political systems for most of the
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nineteenth century, as active ones, they benefited from the wars, as retired, they
befitted from the control of political institutions.

By 1851during the reign of Baale Ajayi Oyesite Olugbode (1:8864), a
well-defined political arrangement which, put the military at the helm of affairs had
been fashioned out. Essentially, there were tategories of chiefgwo civil and
two military . The creation of the four categorigisows how the political system
developedfrom the military line initially created in th&830sduring the reigns of
Oluyedun andOluyole. The addition of theivil lines was in response to the need
for a permanent set of rulers who could see to the administration of Ibadan when the
military men were out of town.

() The First Civil Lines

The firstcivil line was headed by thBaale (the title was changed to
Olubadan in 1936)He was the leader the town and to him and his
lieutenants (the Otun Baale, osi Baale, Eketa Baale, Asipa, Ekerin and
Maye) fell the primary responsibility of maintaining law and order in
Ibadan. Thecivil leaders were. War veteranswho were supposed to
combine military experience with old ago and political experience.

(i) The Second Civil Category:

The Second civil category of officers was of less political importance.

This was thdyalode line, consisting ofwomen chiefsThe | yal odeds
influence largely deended on her personality and not on any definite

political power which she was supposed to wield by the constitution.
According to professor Toyin Falola (2012), those who were chosen were
probably because they were either successdders, or lya Olori sa,or

lya Onisegun known for their mystical power, the lyalode established

some degree of power and of influence in the town.
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(i) The Two Military Chieftaincy Categories:
The two Military Chieftaincy categories were those of Badogun and
Seriki.
(a) The Balogun Line:

That of B al o g u wonsistadofotnedmnost imponaat rad)
bravest warriors. Real political power lay not with civdhiefsbut with theBalogun
hierarchy of chiefs. No important political decision, domestic or foreign, must be
taken wthout their consent. The office of Balogun (the title for the head of all the
chiefs in the line) commanded the greatest respect, priest ige, and influences in
Ibadan. The title went to a man, according to Professor Toyin Falola (2012), who was
regarded s the leading and most competent warrior in the tddenwas the heir
apparent to the headship of IbadanAt the death of 8aale,the office must first
be offered to the Balogun who could accept it if he had made his mark and future, or
reject it, if he €lt he had not nde sufficient wealth and famer.

Even if he rejected the headship because he had not distinguished himself, the
title must then pass to the secanecommand (the Otun Balogun Baale) or any other
person, in the civil line.

A few ambitious uler (e.g Ogunmola and Latosa) combined both the civil
and military functions. By doing so, these men took the titles of Bassorun and Are
Ona Kakanfo instead of Baale.

(b) The Seriki Line:

The Seriki line consisted @inior military officers who, in the ward of Dr.

Awe were younger men with less experience, though their military capabilities were
not in doubt. But like the Balogun chiefs, they wielded immense power. In their
attempt to be promoted to the Balogun line, some of them tented to exhibit, -or over

exhibit their military potentials. Some Seriki (head of the line) even saw themselves
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as close to the Balogun and third in command in the town bettzseuled over
many junior chiefs and most of the mogaiji
(c) Non-Political Hereditary Titles:

Besides thesfour categories were the femgn-political, hereditary titles.
These were the office of tl@luwo and Apena,both Ogbonititles, and theAboke,
the chief priest oOkebadan (the towns god). The three offices were restrictdéeto
Egba and Ife families.

7.2  The State and Economy System of Ibadan;

The economic system of Ibadan revolved arcagniculture, manufacture,
and trade. The most basic primary occupation was farming, which engaged the
majority of the people, irrespectivetbieir lineage or status. To supply tools for farm
work and meet the requirements of the people for manufactured goods, there were a
host ofcraftsmen at Ibadan. Other professionals ministered to the social and ritual
life of the society. Among them weregbessional diviners, barbers, musicians, and
a host of others, to distribute the surplus produced by manufescture famers were
the traders.

These three important sectors of the economy were, no doubt, well
developed. Thagricultural sphere was the st virile, and was efficient enough to
feed the large, urban population. Téngricultural surplus also made it possible to
engage in other enterprises. Tinanufacturing spherewas also well organized,
and consisted essentially of a class of wethined professionals
7.3  The Traditional Market System and Farmstead

The marketswere, however muHfunctional. Besides trading, social,
religious, and political activities went on in the markets. The central market in Ibadan
was named after Basorun Oluyolewiais Oja Iba andnot Oja Oba as in other
Yoruba towns. Before Oluyole the market was know@jasLabosinde. Among the

Chiefs who established markets were;
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Chief Name of the Market | Date of Establishment
Agbeni Agbeni 1840s
Lanase Lanase 1840s
Ogidi Ojagbo 1840s
Ibikunle Ayeye 1850s
Dele Oje 1850s
Olugbode | Itabale 1850s
Orowusi Ita Orowusi Late 1850s
Are Latosa | Oke Are 1870s

Source:lbadan: Foundation, Growth and change 18B860 by Professor Toyin Falola, 2012
To establista market meant that the chief was a prominent figure and also a

power to be reckoned with in the town. A number of markets grew into prominence
during this period Agodi, Ayeye, Elekuro, and Ibuko were important because they
were located on the routes leaglito the farms where traders could go and buy from
producers and farmers. Many others were prominent in the neighbourhood where
they were sited. No market became defunct during this period

Name of Name of Date Founded | Location
Founder Farmstead
Chief Elepo Elepo 1840s Northeast
Chief Agbo Agbo 1850s Northeast
Balogun Ogbere and 1850 - 1860 Southeast
Ibikunle Oke-Ona southwest
Baale Olugbodg Olugbode 1860s Southwest
Balogun Akere | Olosan 1860s Northwest
Basorun Orita Basorun | 1860s Northwest
Ogunmola
Are Latosa Oko Are (New | 1870s North
Bodija)
Seriki Lawoyin | Olodo 1870s Sotuhwest
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7.4  The Growth of Ibadan Economy in the 19" Century

The location of Ibadan with more than four gates unlike olden states in the

whole of Yorubaland was dessre d as first of its type.

them and the importance attached to their maintenance and security. These were the
gates leading to Abeokuta, ljebuland, Oyo, and Iwo. Both Abeokuta and ljebu gates
linked Ibadan with the coast whilegtlothers linked the people with their kinsmen in
Oyo-Yoruba towns and villages.

According to Professor Toyin Falola (2012 pg. 18) said, Ibadan had the
economic advantage of being located on a network of communication routes. Ibadn
could easily be linked wh the olderYoruba statesand with theports of Lagos
Porto NovoandBadagry through theegba, Egbado, and ljebu Territories These
three ports were important because of the lucrative trade in slaves and later in
agricultural products with the Europearsthe coast. Ibadan succeeded in exploiting
this advantageous location to establish trade contacts with many other parts of
Yorubaland.

Like the old Oyo and llorin, Ibadan exploited its location to establish markets,
Ojaba being the most famous, where guzts from varying ecological zones were
exchanged. This generated considerable employment for many people as retailers,
wholesalers, food sellers, and in otheragpicultural occupations. It also brought
more revenue to the military ruler.

With an expanthg economy characterized by a high degree of specialization,
Ibadan rapidly grew into a big, urban centre. This rapid transformation of the
t own i s i n fuhciionakspesialitation thdory of @rbanizatiord which
stresses that an economy based@mecialization and division of labour, as obtained

in Ibadan, is capable of transforming a small settlement into an urban centre.
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When it had become possible to get a regular food supply from the market
many of thecraftsmen devoted all their time andlbour toindustrial production .
There wereblacksmiths and weaverswho used theODyo horizontal 100m A
prominent weaver in the late 1830s and in the 18400M#&skun who came from
Iseyin and established ti@ke-Oluokun quarter which became a famous centrie
waving in the town.

The need and desire for foreign goods helped to multiply the numimerabf
markets. More markets had to be established, among which @ggbo, Kudeti,
Ayeye, and OkeOluokun which were mostly far from products. Agricultural
activities were similarly intensified. Expansion of farmland went beyonditbe
town wall and the farmland incursions were made into virgin lands and the
population of the town increasdddustrial activities also continued to grow to cope

with the increaisig demands of farmers and soldiers

Business Districts
and Markets

Inset: Gbagi District
and building dse
1w
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The hinderers, in the middle of the century, observed that agriculture was
widely practiced by the Ibadan; and Ibadan encouraged agriculture in all parts of the
empire. In spite of the preccupation with war, normalcenomic ventures were
pursued with vigour right frori840s when Basorun Oluyolestablished reputation
for animal husbandry, agriculture and commerce. This made the administration of the
provinces sefsupporting, according to Professor Biodun AdedirathefUniversity
of Ife (Obafemi Awolowo University). Furthermore, the economy of the provincial
towns were integrated into the economy of the metropolitan city by providing
outlined for various local produce. Uptill tHE870s Ibadan city was thenajor
hinterland marketing centre in Yorubaland. Routes from different parts of the
empire converge there especially from Osun, Igbomina, Ife, ljesa, Ekiti and Akoko
countries.

In less than two decades after established in 18@25third and present
Ibadan had grow into abig commercial centre From the small settlement of the
1830s, it rapidly expanded to such an extent thag¢hend town wallhad to be built
by Basorun Oluyolein the late 1840s, anihe third town wall built by Balogun
Ibikunle in 1858 to protet its almost one hundred thousand dwellers (60,000 to
100,000) and the town covered absiteen square miles

The establishment of theumerous farmsteadwas one of the significant
developments in thagricultural history of the post-1860 era.lt creaed a rural
economy distinct from the urban. The major occupation in the farmsteads was
farming. All of them were closely tied to the capiti@iming an economic zone
from where the Ibadan metropolis drew foodstuff to feed its urban population.

The absencef specialized crafts and markets in most of the farmsteads forced the
inhabitants to rely on the metropolis for manufactured and imported goods.
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CHAPTERNO

THE DYNAMICS OF STATE FORMATION:
THE ROLE OF WARRIOR KINGS AND MILITARISTIC
STATE BUILDERSMR HE EARLIEST TIME TO THE PRESENT

1.0 OVERVIEW OF THE REALITY OF YORUBA HISTORY

Urbanization or city creation predates colonialism in many African countries.
Apart from Egypt, whererban civilization dates bek 5,000 years, several cities in
other African regions have centuries old histories. Early urban development has been
recorded during the Sudanese Empire of 800A.D. the Mali Empire of 1500A.D. and
Songhai Empire of 1800A.D. This important historical artifacts, the cities, flourished
as a result ofheir location along the traffSahara trade routes, emphasizing their
importance as catalyst in so@gonomic interrelationships.

Powerful local rulers enhanced the evolution of these early cities into
effective nodes of human development and as engime®nomic and social growth.
Some of the prominent ancient grelonial cities of Africa includéamako, Gao,
Timbuktu, Agades, Ouagadougou, Begho, Benin, Ibadan, Hde, llorin and
Oyo.

Although warriorkings were the major actor during theé™dentury others
with less dramatic powers also mobilized their agentive resources from below and
made indelible marks on the Yoruba political topography. Traders, hunters, and
frontier migrants were among these latter agents of change.

Nearly every kingdom statés its traditions that its founder originated from
Ife, that he was a descendant of Oduduwa or close to it. Ife palace traditions have it
that Oduduwa himself, on his deathbed, initiated the kingdom founding movement
by urging members of the family to got and establish kingdoms like Ife in the rest
of Yorubaland. Therefore, it is obvious that Oduduwa and Ife gave the Yoruba people
their first kingdom, elaborated the structure of their type of kingdom, and pointed all
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of the lives of virtually all Yorubgeople, and descent from Ife was the proof of
legitimacy for Yoruba kings.

However, it should be noted that Oduduwa did not establish a new system of
government, what he did was to take the old system of monarchy, which had
developed and nurturedinéend ot her parts of Yorubal and |
and employ it in the service of a larger agglomeration of people, a wider polity. His
greatness consists in his ability to conceive and creat a more inclusive society with
wider loyalties far above thersll, encrusted, ancient kingdoms established by pre
Oduduwa aborigines in Hee.

The generation of victorious war veterans and their immediate successors
who ended Nupe militarist crisis proved torhasterful agents of changevho used
power politics, diplomacy, and military strategies to reconfigure the political
landscapeThey were sometimes brutal conquers, but they were also state
builders who forged regional alliances.Notable among them were Abipa,
Obalokun, and Ajagbo of Oyo; Obarabara Olokume®waluse, and Atakumosa of
llesa, and Orhuoghua and Ehengbuda of Benin.

In the aftermath of the death of Aole in 1796 and the British annexation of
Lagos in1861, new political experiments developed among the new and reconstituted
polities, ranging frommilitary autocracy to military republicanism and the
federalism system.The instruction of Oba remained the apex of social order in
most areas, but remained subject to the militaristic ethos of the time in which
warlords often usurped the powers of the &Bnd the civil authoritieslbadan (a
former war camp) rejected monarchy and adopted military republicanism as the
model of its governance, the Egba adopted Federation System, while ljaye adopted
military dictatorship.
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The current hierarchies distinghing between the smalled primary and
secondary Yoruba kingdoms are products of the regional political reorganization that
followed the collapse of the Oyo Empire, the instability of the nineteenth century,
and the imposition of the British colonial rulehese gazette and standardized official
template of hierarchies among the Yoruba kings during the early twentieth century
was created at the instigation of the colonial officers, who needed this narrative to
implement the British policy of indirect rule.

The hierarchies have been revised several times since independence to
accommodate the changing political configurations in-pokinial Nigeria politics.
According to professor Akinwumi Ogundiran (2020), the gazette royal hierarchies
and the intense dabed they often generate in both academic and public discuses,

therefore, have less to do with the pres#ay politics.

1.1  Incomplete Yoruba History of REV. SAMUEL JOHNSON
The book of Rev. Samuel Johnson, an indigene of Oyo, and the pastor of Oyo,
whichwa written in 1897 and first published
Yorubad. Al though several scholars and hi st
it must be noted here that the editor of the book had made it known to the whole
worldthei it he ori gi nal ma n u s c stinphe Bands 6ftheé he b ook
publisher and they could not be foundo.
According to Prince Adel-leg8he SoAardeegbol a,
of Yoruba Civilization T published in 2009; some chapters had to be temrisome
curtailed others amplified, and new ones added where necessary. One is therefore not
sure whether there are substantial differences between the original manuscripts and
the replacement. How much misrepresentation the new work contains willbeever

known.
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Therefore, whatever historical information we are reading from the book by
Rev. Samuel Johnson does not represent the original historical information of the
Yoruba people. We need to compare some areas and chapters of the book with other
booksof Yoruba history written by other scholars, otherwise, the book cannot stand
as a book of Yoruba history.

1.2  Why Oluwo Got it Wrong?

1. The Odede Oranmiyan who bore the title of Alaafin of Oyo was not the
only direct son of Oduduwa, the progenitor of Yorub&drdlis mother
was Yemoja, the daughter CMWORAN and wife of Oduduwa.
Owoforan is the Ore of Otun Ekiti. (Reve. Samule Ojo, Bada of Saki).

2. Ajibosun a.k.a. Asunkungbade, the first Oluwu of Owu, a grandson of
Oduduwa, his mother was Lawumi lynuade, the dearghf Oduduwa, he
was the founder of the first Empire.

3. Ifagbamila Ajagunla, the ancestor of Igbomina kingdom, was a direct son
of Oduduwa whose mother was Adetinrin Anasin.

4. Ajibogun, the Owa Obokun of ljesaland, was a direct son of Oduduwa
who went to feth seawater at the Atlantic Ocean to cure the blindness of
Oduduwa, his father, his mother was Saparakunmi (Chief M.A. Fabunmi
(1958).

5. Lagborogan, the Awujale of ljebuland was a direct son of Oduduwa
through Gbrowo, his mother was the dauthher of Oluth founder of
liebu-Ode.

6. Soropasan, the Alaketi of Ketu in the Republic of Benin, was a direct son
of Oduduwa. His mother was a daughter of Oduduwa (Chief M.A.
Fabunmi). Ketu kingdom is now in the Republic of Benin.

The Oluwo, Oba Adewale Akanbi must findt why Olumade Parin, and his

successors bore the title Oluwo of Iwo. We have the Olugbon of Igbon, Area of Irea
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Ade, Onikoyi of Ikoyi, the Olubadan of Ibadan etc. Obas in Yorubaland are the

custodian of Yoruba History and Cultural Heritage.

Although warior-kings were the major actors during the period of
Regeneration and restoration of the Old Yoruba kingdoms destroyed by Nupe
militarists, other with less dramatic powers also mobilized their agentive resources
from below and made indelible marks on tharuba political topography such as
Lagelu, Oluyole, OderinloQDgedengbe Latoosa, Fabunmi, Ibikunle, Ogunmola,
Kurunmi, Lisabi and Sedeke

The generation of various war veteran and their immediate successors who
ended the Nupe militarist crisis proved te Inasterful agents of change who used
power politics, diplomacy, and military strategies to reconfigure the regional
political landscape They were sometimes brutal conquers, but they were alse state
builders whor forged regional alliances. Notable ambegitwere Abipa, Obalokun,
and Ajagbo of Oyo; Obarabara Olokunesin, Owaluse, and Atakumosa of llesa; and

Orhogbua and Ehengboda of Benin.

1.3  The Militaristic State -Builders in the 19th Century

The militaristic statebuilders such@Oluyedun, Oluyole, and MayeOkunade,
from inception of the third settlement of Ibadan, had to evolve a strong political
organization capable of controlling its large and diverse population, capable of proving
adequate answer to the urgent problem of insecurity, and capable oftipgoiex
economy. To exist among the comity of the competing states, the new town after the
Owu Ogbere war in 1825, had to respond effectively and quickly to the demands of war
and insecurity, which called for an economic base strong enough to produstufbod

and manufactured goods.
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The aftermath of the power politics and political intrigues in metropolitan Oyo
which culminated in the collapsed of the Old Oyo Empir&g887, the competition to fill
the vacuum of hegemony cs. leadanemdergbdyastbey 06s f al
dominant statein the region inL840following its defeat of llorin Jihadists.

The welding of many prexisting small settlements together to create the city
of lle-Ife and the kingdom of Ife marked a great leap forward in the pigial history
of the Yoruba people. In the five or six centuries that followed the emergence of the
Ife kingdom in the heart of Yorubaland, cities like Hde, each the capital of a
kingdom like the Ife kingdom, rose up in nearly all parts of Yorubalanéls had
happened in the case of-lie, every one of the emerging cities came into being by
welding together a number of pexisting small settlements, each of which had been a
little kingdom in its own right. The basic scenario was the same in most gdagesup
of Yoruba people (migrating from Ife, or later also from other places in Yorubaland)
came to some Yoruba people living in an elu, or clump of small old settlements, in the
Yoruba forests, and proceeded to weld itself and them together to fonmdike Ile-
|l fe and a kingdom | i ke Oduduwaos.

There exist in all parts of Yorubaland large bodies of detailed traditions about the
creation of the Yoruba kingdoms, almost all of which have been collected in bits and
pieces in writing in recent times. Alraball these traditions link the creation of the
kingdoms to llelfe. Nearly every kingdom states in its traditions that its founder
originated from Ife, that he was a descendant of Oduduwa, and that he migrated from
Ife in the time of Oduduwa or close tib. Ife palace traditions have it that Oduduwa
himself, on his deathbed, initiated the kingdefounding movement by urging
members of his family to go out and establish kingdoms like Ife in the rest of
Yorubaland.One body of Ife palace traditions evengatformal, ceremonial, face on
the earliest migrations from Ife. According to this body of traditions, the princes gathered
at the place called Ita ljero (just outside thelléecity walls), held a farewell meeting,

agreed and swore to certain convemsiconcerning their relationships with one another
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and with the Ife ancestral home, and dispersed to their separate destinations, each to
found a kingdom of his own.

According to Samuel Johnson in his The History of the Yorubas, the following
were the firs seven kingdoms founded from Ife by members of the Ife royal family: the
Owu (that is Owu-lpole) kingdom founded by the Olowu, th€etu kingdom founded
by the Alaketu, théenin kingdom founded by Oranmiyan, thé& kingdom founded
by the Orangun, th8abe kingdomfounded by the Onisabe, tRepo kingdomfounded
by the Olupopo, and th@yo-lle kingdom founded by Oranmiyardohnson obviously
relied only on traditions collected by him in the western parts of Yorubalandlt is
known that in other parts of Yobaland, the following are also mentioned among the
earliest kingdoms founded by princes from Ife: feea kingdomfounded byAjibogun
(also known as Obokun), thigebu-Ode kingdom founded byObanta, the Owo
kingdom founded byOjugbelu (and his son Imadg, the Ado kingdom in Ekiti
founded byAwamaro, some other EKkiti kingdoms, ti@de-Ondo kingdom founded by
the Osemowe and otherg(Professor Adebanji Akintoye, 2010).

All these, however, are, according to the traditions, only a few of the kingdoms
camefrom Ife, since kingdoms continued, after the first wave of migrations, to be
founded from Ife for centuries. In the same era also, kingdoms founded from Ife became
centers from which migrant groups went out to found other kingdoms. Moreover, some
kingdomswould no doubt have been founded without any origination from Ife or any
other existing kingdom by adventurous persons acting on their own strength, although
benefiting from the general tradition evolving all around them. A complete count of the
Yoruba kngdoms has never been done, but even a cursory count would seem to point to
a number in excess of seventy. And even that would not include kingdoms that failed
soon after they were founded and became absorbed by their neighbors.

The kingdoms and citgtaes that populated the Yorubaland were not a loose
formation of polities with a shared loyalty, nor were they brought under a single

government in one historical event. According to Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran
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(2020), although lldfe instigated the devepment of this community, the process was
drawn out, cumulative, and contingent. The community of practice was a system of social
networks and hierarchically linked polities.

The composition of kingdoms and ciiyates was shaped by diplomacy and
conflict, and the relationships among them within this system were transitional,
ideological and political (tributary and patrehent); and devein by economic, security
and spiritual interests, not all these relationships were formed from consent and self
interest Wars and conquest also brought many of these tributaries and-pldran
spheres of interaction.

Although warrior kings were the major actors during period of regeneration and
restoration of old Yoruba Kingdoms, others with less dramatic powers alsitizad
their agentive resources from below and made indelible marks on the Yoruba political
topography. Traders, hunters, and frontier migrants were among these latter agents of
change.

The removal of Nupebs thorn fictaies) t he
allowed the later to reoccupy their territory closer to the MdEger area and begin
rebuilding their kingdom, ca. 1571690. Those victories also set Oyo on the path of
territorial expansion. During this periodagelu also founded Ibadan befee Alaafin
Ajagbo established the institution of AareOna-Kakanfo in 1640 A.D. Lageluwas
the grandson of Ooni Luwo Gbagida, the only female Ooni of Ife who married Obaloran
and became the 18oni of Ife, according to Chief (Dr.) M.A. Fabunmi, the Odole
Atobase of Ife (1958)00ni Luwo Gbagida also gave birth té\dekola Telu who is the
progenitor of the founder of Iw@lumade Parin.

According to Professor S. Adebanj Akintoye (2018dpasanleft during the
wars and led his followers to the Western paft¥ orubaland where theyltimately,
after the Ife kingdom had beereated, established the kingdom of KetuT his tradition
would, therefore, make Ketu the oldest existing kingdom established in other parts of

Yorubaland persons from lIfe.
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2.0 THE EMERGENCE OF ODUDUWA DYNASTY AND

THE DYNAMICS OF THE KINGSHIP SYSTEM

When the war ended with the aborigines, Oduduwa moved his b&die to
from Omologun compoundsa low hill gently sloping in all directions. From Idio,
he embarked upon the huge task of allocpsites for all identifiable groups. When
that was completed, he invited the kings of the old settlements to move with their
people to the new locations that he had chosen for thBenmassive movements
of people began, each group to its predetermineddation around the center of
the new city. The old settlements, as well as the new ones that had sprung up during
the wars, were abandoned. Il n all direction
of lle-Ife slowly emerged.

As the above proceeded, Oduduembarked on two important tasks
provision of security for the new city, an
government. Just as the city was forming, attacks on it began Iffbailgbo.

Oduduwa therefore mobilized the citizens of the new citytf@ building of a
protective wall round their city. And, as he and his people worked on building lle
| feds first city wall, he established the

T h éOduiluwa Constitutiondo as it emer ged, toeok the f
Ife had only one king, and that was Oduduwa himself, whose family became the royal
family and (in the welknown tradition of kingship in the Ife bowl) would provide
the kings in succession forevdihe city thus became one single kingdom under
one king, and rot an alliance, confederation, or federation of kingdoms

Each of the kings of the pr@duduwa settlements had used to hbklAare,
the sacred symbol of royaltfhese were now surrendered to Oduduwa so that only
Oduduwa as king of llefe could hold the Aare. With the Aare crown in his
possession, the king of Hde became the legitimate leader of every single one of

the old settlements and their lineages, and any claims to ultimate leadership by
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their former kings were thus terminatedeverybodythene@forth looked up to the
king alone as their ruler, chosen and upheld by the gods, and it becarextigative
of the king to appoint any citizen to governmental roles and duties in the new society.

The citywas then delineated into five quarters namiglgore, llode, iremo,
Okerewe and llodeeach quarter undercuarter chief. The former kings, as found
appropriate, were appointed quarter chiefs in their quarters, and other significant
citizens were appointegliarter chiefs in other sections of the city.

Below the level of the quarter chiefs, other chieftaincies westtuted in
every quarter. Such chiefs, installed by the king and subject to his government,
assisted in theimeighborhoods the quarter chiefs. Like the kingship, every
chieftaincy title(quarter chief or neighborhood chigfas hereditaryin one lineage;
when a chief died, members of his lineage nominated from among themselves a
candidate acceptable to the king for him to appoint and install.

Thus, the Oduduwa followers under the leadersti Oduduwa set out to
perform the task of reconstruction. Invariably a new settlement emerged from the
hybridization of remnants of the pexisting settlements. The emergence of the new
settlement and the ascendancy group as a dynamic group wenethretog

Another important aspect of royalty that also developed with Oduduwa was
theuse of crowns with b evwhidhewhs rotrunknogve ia , AAde
different parts of Yorubaland during tipee-Oduduwa era (R.P/ Bertho, 1950) but
it was confined tagituals. In llelfe itself, heads of pr©®duduwa communities made
use ofbeaded crown wearsThat is, simple undecorated head wears (oro) made of
straw as part of theregalia. The use of OAded was a symbol

The ready acceptance and absorptdtheOduduwa group have been due
to their high intelligence, dynamism and superior culture; and also to the liberal and

progressive capacity of the aborigines to accommodate strangers, and new ideas. The
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richness of Yoruba culture is therefore dueddydo the blending of the two cultural
traditions evolved in different environment.

Like Maryan and early dynastic Egyptian cities, Yoruba cities evolved in a
stable political environment created by immigrants headed by Oduduwa. The new
comers establisheih the 11" Century (10861150) the most indigenous political
systems ever found in priadustrial societies. Classical Yoruba government system
was not only hierarchical but also representatively democratic by any- pre
industrial society standard.

The sywtem of government differs from one community to another. It also
varies in structures from leadership to the governed. When Oduduwa gotf& lle
he met thirteen (13) Aborigines communities which he compressed to five (5) e.g.
Iremo, Moore, llode, llare and Okerewe Within each quarter there are compounds.
Within each compound, there are family lineages. Land belongs to family lineages.
To own land in Ife, one must belong to a family.

Information has it that scared kingship belonged to the Yoruba Ahesgi
Apparently, the kingship institution was elaborately or highly developed among the
Oduduwa group, the new comers who ruled Yorubaland betwedy86 and
1150AD. The higher status of their institutions coupled with the elevated-socio
political plan on with the newcomers (Oduduwa group) were placed by the
aborigines as a result of the former superior culture, higher intelligence and greater
military powers almost certainly aided the rise of Yoruba cities: on account of the
charismatic personality of the rew kings, and the great palacebecome pole of
attraction for the inhabitants of the neighboring aboriginal villages and hamlets.

Yoruba cites cannot be ruled out, the rise of most of them appears to be
organic, that is natural through the voluntary raigpn or movement of a large
number of the aboriginal population to the royal capitals of the new rulers magnetized

by their charismatic attributes.
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2.1  Historical Account of Oduduwa Dynasty

According to theAlake and paramount ruler of Egbaland, Oba Adedotun
Gbadebqg the Ooni is first among Yoruba monarchs He identified ego as the
cause of disunity among monarchs in Yorubaland(The Nigerian Tribune of
Monday, February 8, 2016). He then listed the five (5) principal Obas in Yorubaland
classified on aupremacy basisas follows

0] The Ooni of Ife,

(i) The Alaafin of Oyo,

(i)  The Oba of Benin,

(iv)  Alake of Egbaland

(v)  The Awujale of ljebuland

According toRev.Sa mu e | Johnsonds book fAThe

published in1921. The children of Oduduwa classified according tage and
seniority in the family of Oduduwa afte®kanbi the eldest but not the father of
these seven (7) children as popularly claimed by Obas and scholars in Yorubaland
were as follows:

) The mother of the Olowu of Owu,
(i) The mother of the Alaketu of Ketu
(i)  The King of Benin

(iv)  The King of lla

(v)  The Onisabe of Sabe

(vi)  The Olupopo of the Pag, and

(vii)  Oranyan, the First Alafin of Oyo

According to Oluremi I. Obateru (2003), former Head of Ibadan Polytechnic
Town Planning Department, (Now late), sattie historical error regarding
Oranyan is noteworthy. It wasOranyan who founded thekingdoms of Benin and
Oyo. He first founded Benin Kingdom ihl170and put his soltweka | in charge
when returning to lléfe. From llelfe, he again moved northwest to found Oyo
Kingdom béween1200 and 1300He returned to Ikfe where he died leaving his

two children, Dada Ajuwon (a.k.a Ajaka) and Songo to consolidate the kingdom.
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However, he became the fourti"&King of Ife before he died. So, Oba of Benin
was a grandson of Oduduwa

In the two liss Owa Obokun was missingOwa Ajibogun, the paramount
ruler of ljeshaland was a direct son of Oduduwa whose motheSagerakunmi.
He also went tdetch seawater with Aremitan, the founder ofldanre to cure
Oduduwads bl i ndsnegsisv.e nHetni@ea Obokoek 'veame i

According to Chief (lwellthn&gaki iSaunbu e |s h@jdo | Ba
1937 and reprinted in 1986, both were led Apbadi, the son oOwafonran or
(Ore Otun). Owafonran was the father ofemoja who was themother of
Oranmiyan Odede ThereafterOgun who has beeRegent on Oduduwa throne
returned to IreEkiti where his sonQgundahunsi was installed king in 1192A.D.
before returning té\sabari Hill in Saki, founded by him. He died there (see Tribune
pg. 22 of Tuesday,6 July, 2019).

(c) About Awuijale of ljebu-Ode by namelagborogan. He was the son of
Oduduwa througlsborowo his mother and the daughter ©fu-lwa who claimed
to have come froriiVaddai (the present day Chad) and passed through Ife to found
liebu Ode ARI SU succeeded OHwa before Lagborogan migrated to ljeale

The paramount Ruler &temo Kingdommigrated together with Lugborogan
before thg parted ways to found ljebu Reniche ruler of ljebeRemo migrated from
Iremo quarters of lle-Ife.

(d) As regard the founding otbadan foundedby Lagelu, he wasJagun
Oshin and Balogun oflfe kingdom who fought along wittAgura of Gbagura to
supportOlofin Ogunfunminire , also from the royal family ddookowhen the Benin
army invaded Iddo in Lagdsetween 1505 anti578during the reign of Oba of
Benin called Orhoghua Lagelu thereafter, migrated to Ibadan as Jagun Oshin
while Oyo was returning from exile at Gbere in Ibariba country (15301542).
Obalokun (15901600) the father of Alaafin Ajagbo (16001658) conferred
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Jagun of Oyo Kingdom on Lagelu a.k.a. Oreapatamaja. ThereafterAlaafin
Ajagbo established the institution of Aaf@naKakanfo in 1640 while Alaafin
Sango, the second son of Oranmiyan reigned in 8fecéntury A.D.Therefore,
Lagelu did not found Ibadarduring the reign of Alaafin Sango as claimed by I.B.
Akinyele (1911) and quoted by Alaafin of Oyo, Oba Adeyemi Who also
confirmed that Alaafin Obaloran conferred the title Jaguon Yorubaland

Lagelu later married the daughters @ba Agura of Gbagura, his
neighbours with the headquarters at Ido by natage Oota(a.k.a OlomeOru) and
thefirst Aboke. He also married the daughter@ba Akarigbo of ljebu-lgbo who
gave birth toEfunyele, who became theecond Aboke(Chief M.K.O. Adebayo,
2015).

2.2  Direct Sons and Descendants of Oduduwa:

All Yoruba subgroups are unanimous in their claims of descent from a
common ancestor ODUDUWA. This unlikely to be completely true. What
probably happen, according to Oluremi |. Obateru (2004) was that the early
provincial rulers descended from Oduduwa. The most comprehensive list of Yoruba
kings was on page 18 andiTm®i 2l ffi e®modtwbs o sEl eudy
in 1986. Omotoso Eluyemi, an historian and archeologist, asserts that the children

and grandchildrenf Oduduwa who left lldfe to found other Kingdoms were:

-72-



Lola Tomori

(A) DIRECT SONS OF ODUDUWA

S/IN THE CHILDREN KINGDOMS WIFE/DAUGHTER OF
ODUDUWA

1. AJIBOSIN Olowu of Owu Lawuni lyunade
(Asunkungbade) (Daughter of Oduduwa)

2. SOROPASAN Alaketu of Ketu and Daughterof Oduduwa

Ake

3.  AJAGUNLA Orogun of lla Adetinrin Anasin(Wife)
(Ifagbamila)

4. ORAMIYAN Alaafin of Oyo Yemoja (Daughter of
(Odede) Ore-Otun known as

Owafanran )
5.  AJIBOGUN Owa of llesha Saparakunm{Wife)
6. LUGBOROGAN Awujale of ljebuland Gborowo (daugter of

Olu-lwa) - Founder of

llebu-Ode
Sources:
Omotosho Eluyemi in this lléfe (1986)
Chief (Dr.) Fabunmi M.A. in Ife: The Genesis of Yoruba Race (1985)
Prince Adegbola Adelegan in Iife: The Source of Yoruba Civilization (2009)
Oloye Alfa Samuel OjdBada in iwe itan saki (1937, 1954, 1966 and 1986).

PwnNPE

From the above table, Ajibosun and Soropasan enjoyed the privileged of
wearing Crown as grandchildren of Oduduwa through their mothers who were
daughters of Oduduwa.

2.3 The Dynastic Relationship Between Beniand lle-Ife
According to the historical charter that explains the dynastic relationship between

Benin and llélfé, there was a period of political turmoil in Benin during which the
leaders of several House polities could not agree on a leader. Theydsdagation to
the king of llélfé to ask him to send a prince to Benin to rule them. Oranmiyan was the
prince selected for the task.

Oranmiyan married a daughter of one of the leaders of the Great Houses of
Benin, according to Professor Akinwumi Ogundire(2020), who bore him a son called
Eweka. After some time, the warlike and restless. Oranmiyan was tired of ruling over
a people whose language he did not understand. He also preferred the adventures of

military life to the slowpaced art of governance
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So he leftEweka and his wifein the care of his fathen-law and decreed that
Eweka should serve as the king of Benin once he was of age. Several members of his
retinue from llélfé were also left behind to assist the young king in statecraft (Egharevba,
Short History of Benin).
Odede Oranmiyan according to Chief (Dr.) M.A. Fabunmi (the Odele Atobase
of I'fe) in his book Al FE: The Genesis of Yor
have lived betweeth200 and 1300AD I n a paper oblemBiGthe onol ogi c
Study of Benin Historyo, published in the Jc
Vol. 1, No. 4 of December 1959, R.E. Bradbury wrote as follows:
ifithe present Benin dynasty is said to hayv
having ridthemselves of their former kings, sent to the Ooni of Ife for an Oba. He sent
his son, OramiyanQranmiyan, but the latter returned to Ife after begetting a son,
Eweka, who became the first Oba of the dynasty.
Talbot put Oranmiyan at 1300 but Egbareba fpot at 1170. Both of them,
however, puttweka at 1200A.D.Oranmiyan was the only Ooni of Ife who had the
distinguished honor to approve the crowning of two of his own sons, n&welka as
the Oba of Benin and Ajaka or Ajuwon as the Alaafin of Oyaelle.
However, Professor Akinwumi noted, such an invitation ofprafessed
guarantor of social order to assist in troubling timeswas not faifetched. llélfe
possibly played the role of an arbiter in several factional con_icts in the region on account
of its referential status as a place of moral authority, a home of the gods, and a land of
wealth.
For example, thé\d6 Ekiti palace traditions identified its foundexwamaro
(the rest |loerbrotteroe o fagdrdmm®y " n. He foll owed d
where he helped him to accomplish his mission establish an Ifé dynasty. Afterward,
Awamaro set out to establish his own kingdom in Addkiti. Likewise, a version of
the Akaré palace traditions identifies the founder of the kingdomsadeboyedéAn

Ife prince Heleftllél f ~ wi th dr "nm2y”"n on one of the | a
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he parted with Oranmiyaio establish the Akuré kingdom (Akintoye, History of the
Yoruba People, 99101).
24 Emergence of Oduduwads System of of

The emergencef@duduwa witnessed the most ingenious political systems
over found in prendustrial societies. The classical Yoruba government system was
not only hierarchical but also representatively democratic by anynguostrial
society standard. The highly sopigated constitutional monarchy with welefined
system of separation of powers and checks and balances based on an unwritten
constitution. This will make the life and the liberty of the subjects safe and not be
exposed to arbitrary manipulation. Eachamwgf the government was a check upon
the other.

When Oduduwa got to Hde, he also compressed five the thirteen
aborigine communities namelyemo, Moore, llode, llare, and Okerewe Within
each quarter there arecompounds Within eachcompound there are family
lineages.Land belongs to family lineages. To own land in Ife, one must belong to a
family. This was the beginning of urbanization of Yorubaland.

Urbanization of Yorubaland connotes civilization Since the rise of the
ancestral cities of the lde East some 5,500 years ago, urbanization has always been
associated with civilization. The cultural history of Yorubaland is no exception. The
beginning of Yoruba cities marked the inception of the Yoruba golden age that is
Oduduwa era.

The periodof Oduduwa and the reign of the children and Grandchildren
(1086:1793) known as the Golden Age is characterized as such because it witnessed
the grandest cultural achievement of the Yoruba people.

() The magnification of the divirkingship;

(i) The establishmérof many kingdoms including Oyo Empire.
(i)  The flowering and building of cities; and

(iv)  Elaborating execution of art and sculpture
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TABLE 3: CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN OF ODUDUWA

S/INO

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
20.
21.
22.

23.
24,

CHILDREN &
GRANDCHILDREN
Oranmiyan (Odede)

Ajagunla (Ifagbamila)
Soropasan

Ajaleke

Ajibogun
Lugborogan
Obarada
Oninana

Onipopo (Okanbi)

Onsiabe

Pupu (female)
Ajiponda
(Asodeboyede)
Ajibosin
(Asunkungbade)
Awomaro
Arere
Adarawale
Ogbe (Prince)
Owaranran

Akinsola
Owa Ajaiye
N/A

KINGDOMS THEY FOUND

Who founed Benin and Oyc
Kingdoms

The Orangun of lla

The Alaketu of Ketu (Now ir
Benin Republic)

The Alake of Egbaland

Owa of llesa

The Awujale of ljebdand

A Kingdom In Benin-Republic

A Kingdom in Ghana
PopoKingdom in Benin Republi
(Egun)

Sabe Kingdom in Benin Republic
The Osemawe of Ondo

The Deji of Akure

The Olowu of Owu

The Ewi Of Ado ekiti

The Oluwo of Iwo

The Alara of Arameko

The Ajero of ljero

The Oware of Otun Kingdom
destroyed by th
The Elekole of lkole

The Akarigbo of ljebtRemo
The Olosi of Osi

Obalufon Aloyemore The Alaaye of Ipole (Efon Alaaye

(39 & 5" Ooni of Ife)
Olojudo

The Olojudo of IdeEKkiti

Ademola, Akeran anc The Owa Otan of Otan Aiyegbaijt

Agbon

Note: The ealy Monarchs before 1500A.D. at#lef e pr obabl y gave

their

jurisdiction over the provinces at different period of time e.g. Adekola Telu, Ogunfunminire

and Lagelu.
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However, the system of government differs from one community to @noth
It also varies in structures from leaderships to the governed. For example, Ibadan
modernized théereditary monarchical systemand evolved aepublican system
made up of the civil and the military traditional council and kingmakers. Ibadan also
introduced women chieftaincy system headedyayode into the system.

According to Dr. J.A. Atanda (1980), the kelitical unit on which
government was based in all the Yoruba kingdoms was the town (Ilu). Each kingdom
constituted of many towns, but this didtrmean that there were many independent
governments in each. What happened was that the government of the capital served
as the central government of the kingdom, while those of the subordinate towns
served as local government units.

Whether at the centrar local or provincial level, the system of government
was monarchial, that is, it was headed byoda, or king, whowas entitled to wear
a crown. But in towns where thieead chiefwas not entitled to wear a crown, the
head of the government, usuallyogal government, was termedaale (literally,
Afather of the | andd). Before the crisis of
Oba or Baalein a town. The functions performed by @ia and a Baalewere
similar.

(a) The Structure of Governance:

In practice, however, th©ba was not an absolute ruler. It is true as the
executive head of the governmerte exercised considerable powers, particularly
over the common people. He could arrest, punish or even behead them without trial.

(b) Council of State (Igbimo llu):

In many events, the powers of lBéa were checked in many ways. To begin

with, he did not rule his town or kingdom alone. He did so together withuacil

known adgbimo. In some places thgbomo had specific names; they were called
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the Oyo Med in Oyo; thellamuren in ljebu-Ode, theOgboniin Egba towns the
lwarefa in Ife, llesa, Ekiti and Ondo towns.

Igbimo llu (State Council) of each town usually consisted ohtlost senior
chiefs, who were themselvegsually representatives of certdineages,that is,
descent groups in the townpound together by strong family or kingship ties. But
in some towns, such as thosdjebu andEgbakingdoms, these chiefs must also be
members of the Osugbo or Ogboni cults.

3.0 REGENERATION AND RESTORATION OF YORU BA

KINGDOMS IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY
3.1 Old Oyo Kingdom:

In the early days, there was regional instability betw&Bri1400 and 1570s
due to hemispherical ecological crisis and continental political turbulence by
recurrent multiyear draughts; collapse ofegional economy; external aggression
by Nupe militarists many prominent Yoruba polities collapsed autonomy and
embarked on its own expansion northward. Early stages of Atlantic commercial
exchanges began in the Bight of Benin with the arrivédatugues traders;, soon
followed by theDutch andEnglish Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran, 2020).

However, betweerAD 1570s and 1650was a period of renewal and
regeneration marked by rebuilding of old kingdoms and foundation of new ones;
political landscape was tmaformed bywarrior -kings and militaristic states such
asllesa, Oyo and Benin.

() The Rebuilding of Old Oyo Kingdom in the 16" Century

The quest for imperial expansion and establishment of unique military
institution of the 17" and 18" centuries wee prompted mainly by hostilities of
invaders from Nupe and Borgu, although the Oyo, under Alaafin Kori and Oluaso

stood their ground, against the Nupe invasion during their time.
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In the earlysixteenth century, disaster befell the Oyible Kingdom. The
Nupe, who had been divided into many small chiefdoms throughout all their early,
kingdom became unified, according to Professor S. Adeniyi Akintoye (2010) about
the time into one kingdom undEdegi, also known a3 soede in Nupe traditions
A strong Nupe arminvaded Oyelle, overcame the defenses of Gf@and over ran
Oyo-lle city itself. The reigningAlaafin was Onigbogi successor t®luaso, Oyo-
lle was sacked and its inhabitants fled in all directions. Onigbogi fled northwestwards
into the Bariba countrwhere, fortunately, onBariba chief offered him hospitality.
TheOyo-lle kingdom ceased to existonly the Alaafin Onigbogi and the few chiefs
and attendants around him remained as testimony to his existence.

The displaced Oyo population, according td&irdvumi Ogundiran (2020),
set up new homes iBaki, Kisi, Igboho andigbeti, as well as ambariba country.
A section of theDyo royal House,managed to keep the idea of the kingdom alive
by relocating the seat of power to Igboho, where four Alaafins (Kingf Oyo)
ruled in the sixteenth century.Tasting the sweetness of victory in the North, the
Nupe militarists penetrated deep irfgbomina, Ekiti andIbolo, all Ife central
areas. Massive abandonment of towns and villages preceded and followed those
attacls

FromIgboho, the reign ofAlaafin Abipa who brought the government back
to Oyo-lle has been dated to about the last quarter of the sixteefrcgrury about
157071 1590. Back in Oydle, the government settled down remarkably quickly, the
monarchy, the palace organization, the chieftaincy system, and all other
institutions.

Abi pads s ucce whoobegan t® teign pookabln in 1590, is
credited with initiation of a deliberate policy of territorial expansion. After him, for

nearly 200 years (uihabout 1780), there followed a long list of kings under whom,
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in general, more and more territories were added to the empire. Alaafin Ajagbo
established the institution of Aare Ona Kakanfo (Commander of the Arniyyio.

The reign of the Alaafin Abipa o brought the government backQgo-lle
has been dated to abdbe last quarter of the sixteenth centéryabout 157090.
Back in Oyalle, the government settled dowemarkably quicklyd the monarchy,
the palace organization, the chieftaincy systend ah otherinstitutions. The
explanation for such an accomplishment must be that all arms of the government had
remained functional during the years of exile, especially in the years spent at Igboho.
Moreover, while theAlaafins had moved gradually towarttome, many important
families seem to have also taken stepeetarn from the places tehich they had
been scattered.
Oyo Became an Empire after its Sack by Nupe Militarist

The years following the return of the Alaafin to Oyite proved to be years
of phenomenal achievements by the kingdom. From being a small kingdom, it
expanded rapidly to become an empire, so that the Alaafin became an emperor
whose territories included Yoruba kingdoms and ndforuba peoples. At the peak
of the greatness of the Oyonipire in about the middle of the eighteenth century,
its main components were as follows: First, the country of the Oyo subgroup
became what may be described as the metropolitan province of the empire. The
Alaafin ceased being merely the king of Oyle and became the king of a
consolidated kingdom of all the Oyo people, with Gi@as his capital cityOf the
other Yorubancluded in the empire, the Egbado were in many respects close to the
Oyo; the Alaafin became effectivellge king of all the Egbadon Ithe other Yoruba
provinces of the empird Owu, Egba, Igbomina, sonfar western kingdoms in
Idassa and otherd the kingdoms accepted the Alaafin as their overlord and
protector, and paid regular tribute to him. Then, there were th& anrba provinces

made up of sompart of the country of the Nupe on the southern banks of the Middle
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Niger, much of the Bariba country dalie way west to the River Moshi, and the
country of the Aja all the way southwest to include their coastahs and west to
their boundaries with the Ewe and Akan.
The expansi on of the Al aafinds aut hori
accomplished at a fast pace. Tdmeonological growth of the expansion is difficult to
trace, but it is well known that its ways and mediffered fran province to province.
(ii) Clarification by Alaafin Lamidi Adeyemi lII:
According to Professor Ro bl836; whiehw : nThe
records thatthe transfer of the Alaafinate from Onigbogi to Ofinran might
camouflage a change to an Ibariba or Bgu dynasty The same interpretations are
echoed by Professor SmithiinKi n g d o ms o f ant PrafessérdBabatbnded
Agiri in fAEarly Oyo Historyl9%eagefi& i der edo
These historians, according to Chief M.O Ogunmolan@iuOyo (1997) drew the
conclusion from this issue thatnce, further Ogbomoso, Kisi, and Saki have
ruling families who came from Borgu, the whole group must take the same cue.
On the first of July, 1995, while conferring a chieftaincy title on His
Excelency, Mr. Yasin Nasir Hussain, his Majesty, the Alayeluwa, Oba Lamidi
Olayiwola Adeyemi lll, J.FC.F.R and the Alaafin of Oyo observed the assertion of
the historian based on deductions and not on sources erred objectly on the
important issue Alaafin went further that, Robin Law opined th#te story of the
movement of the Alaafin to Gbere in Ibariba kingdom by Onigbogi succeeded by
his son, Ofinran might camouflage a change to an Ibariba dynasty. Egunguniju,
Ofinranés son tr ans fnefrom Kydishd itlearibs areatto of gov e
Saki owing to quarrels withhishost t was Egungunju who took t

of administration to Igboho
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Undisputably, movement of seats of power was rampant. Afterall, Owu was
displaced from the North (perhapsrfrahe vicinity of Ogboro) to Owdpole. The
Owu around Ibadan is Ow@gbere. Similarly, Ogbomoso, Saki, and Kisi have
succeeded in having Ibariba dynasties. The change of all the towns was about the
same period.

As explained by Professor Jidda Osuntok2@04), the fact that Ogbomoso,

Kisi, Igbeti, by inference that they have Ibariba dynasties does not mean that they are
not originally of Yoruba descent.

History therefore is not to be limited to a simple record of what is known or
believed to have occurrgdhistory is more properly concerned with examining,
analyzing, and explaining past events, particularly in human affairs, and in the words
of R.G. Collingwood, Ato tell man what man

The oral traditions of primitive @ples which are obscured by mists of legend
and of miracle are not so much history as the source of history. The written records
of more advanced peoples may similarly be

(i)  Multicultural Composition of the New Oyo Policy

The new Oyo polity that emerged from the turbulence of the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries retained the ethnic diversity that must have characterized the
earlier Oyo Kingdom, but more so now than ever before. According to Akinwumi
Ogundiran (2020), the Yorabelements remained the dominant population in the
reconstituted polity. Next to them in influence were thariba, and joining this
multiethnic polity were elements ®&fupe and Songhaii Mossi. The presence of
Ibariba, Songhai, and Mossi facial markstsasgombo, baamu, mande, tureand
jangbadi among the Oyo population provides the direct evidence for this
multiethnic and multicultural integration in the formation othe Oyoidentity after
1570 (See Samuel Johnsonés book 1921).
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The baamu facial mark,for example, is otbariba origin, and the royal
House of Ogbhomoso has historically used this mark to associate with the Ibariba
origins of its founding ancestor, Ogunlola. The Ibariba were the most populous
allies of the coalition that the Oyo built teard off the menace of Nupe militarist.
Hence, the political arrangement that emerged in the revitalized Oyo polity%ifter
bore the strong marks of power sharing between the two.

The Yoruba branch of the coalition retained the office oAflaafin, the king
of Oyo, whereas thébariba families controlled the office oBasorun, an office
likened to that of the Prime Minister and Chancellor highest ramiongoyal lords
of the state, collectively called ti@yomesi: This was thecouncil of nobility. Each
noble of lord (Iba) represented a mddause in the metropolis, and the council
advised the king on state matters. Togettiexse lordsrepresented the interests of
the nonroyal majority in the central government headed by the Alaafin.

W) &
L i

Figure 5.2. Qy6 facial marks of northern provenance (adapted from Johnson,
History, 104)

Gombo Baamu Ture

(iv) System of Ge@ernance
(a) The Alaafin and His Aremo:
At the head oDyo-lle Kingdom was theAlaafin, a typical Yoruba divine
king. Like the kings of all Yoruba kingdonthe Alaafin was selected from the pool
of princes of one royal lineageFor the selection, all princ€sons and grandson)

were eligible with the singular exception of the oldest son of the recently deceased
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king (Prof. S.A. Akintoye 2010). From the early seventeenth century, this one prince
with the title ofAremo, was allowed to be freely associated witk reigning father
in matters of government, and then he had to die (by committing suicide) when his
father died Succession by primogeniture wasas would be remembered, generally
rejected by Yoruba kingdoms, Oyol e 6s r equi Aremoemust det h at t he
represent a particularly drastic rejection of The purpose, as in all Yoruba
kingdoms, was to ensure that the right of the people to select the king would not be
interfered with by one privileged prince
(b) The Oyo-Mesi (Council of State):
The highestfficer in the Oyo Mesi was the Basorun who bore responsibilities
akin to those of Prime Minister or Chancellor and presided over the Oyo Mesi
Council. Of the other members of the Oyo Mesi, Ahg b a k hadh adharge of the
worship of Oranmiyan in addition tother duties, théagunawas t he ki ngdomo
highest ambassador (a sort of foreign minister) in the most critical situations; the
Asipa was, in the council of the Oyo Mesi; tlguwa (he who distributed parents
given to the Oyo mesi etc.). The lineage tachttheAlapinnin title belonged to an
old Nupe lineage.
(c) Aare Ona Kakanfo
The Al aafin Aj agdewrdeenthicantugimdreationgithei n t h e
title of Aare Ona Kakanfo (to which the Alaafin alone could appoint any citizen of
his choice), was to estiigh a counterbalance to the growing influence to the great
war chief of theOyoMesi( i t i s signi ficant that Ajagbob
Aare Ona Kakanfo was his personal friend, kokgamgan, from outsider Oyite).
In that case, the provisipmade later by the government, that Kekanfo must

never live inside the capital citywas an act of damage control by the Oyo Mesi.
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3.2  Reckless Economic Exploitation of the Provinces

of the Old Oyo Empire

Like most empires, Oyo was an exploitative ewaic system, especially
from the point of view of itlient states andtributary appendage3he empires
military and political institutions, according to Ogundiran (2020), was geared
towards achieving its economic interests, expansion, taxes, tribntegreating
favourabl e markets of the empireds product

And during the third quarter of the eighteenth century, Oyo became
increasingly reckless in exploiting its tributary provinces and buffer zones for the
human resources until 1750, when the cavahltestwas an agent of instability.

i) Widening Gaps Between Oyo Metropolis and the Provinces

Throughout the eightedmtcentury, the concentration wfealth and power
increased in the hds of the few, andiew forms of social hierarchy developed
But as thosedw became wealthier, the numh#Erenslaved men and women also
increased in the metropolitan ared Oyo. By 1790, the boundaries of those
hierarchies had hardened dmetome impermeable for the majority obp& below.
Individual mobilityacross socialanks became increasiyglifficult, and the gulf of
the divide, between the metropolis of Oyand its provinces, for example,
significantly widened. Communication aoss social boundaries was alsecoming
almost impossible to achieve.

3.3 Ifagbamila Ajagunla: The Ancestorof Igbhomina People

(i) Origin:

The origin of llaOrangun people is not a matter for debate or controversy. It
is commonly accepted that their cradle city is-ltte and Oduduwa was their
progenitor. Oduduwa with his Ifa oracle descendedféleround 8" century during
the day time. There, he met a priest called Algigbon Agbonmiregun and some

chiefs who did not accept him as their leader, despite they all agreed to that
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arrangement. Oduduwa then consulted Ifa oracle on what to do. Ifartoltidt at a
riverside, there is a beautiful lady waiting, she will be his wife. Oduduwa saw the
lady by nameAdetinrin Anasin by the riverside and made her his wife.

Anasin Adetinringave birth to anale child called Ifagbamila Ifagbamila
was born on a daknown in Ifa oracular calendar as Ojo-Yy&f u n . AOduduwa
declared surplus during the naming ceremony of his child. People were lavishly
entertained to the amazement of all the attendants. Hence, before dispersing they
came to Oduduwa in groups to pledyeir support and loyalty to him as their leader
and warrior.Fagbamila was nurtured at Ipetunmodu according to Ifa oracle
directive. Impressed by the change of his fortune and the astonishing performance of
his her Fagbamila, Oduduwa set out and boiltf hi m a A BNiaggtttéouseo | |
outskirt of the palace called ILARE, where he was of age and with many wives and
a lot of property.

(i) Migration History:

At the dispersal age of 13agbamila, after the Hhero deliberations,
concluded his arrangenieto leave llelfe and parted with his father to establish his
own kingdom. Before he left, his father Oduduwa blessed him and gave him half of
hi s p r-leepded ctowns,gath finder (Adgbo) with which to clear his path,
staff of office (Opa Orereptcharter his course, retinue of soldiers, servants. Igemos,
a follower from each compound house hold to accompany and minister unto
Fagbamila, so also HAjobo and Eda of Ogbooni society for his adventure in his
own kingdom. Be c au shalf-hFaal gfboa na fl ahiish hfeat h erdd &
hence-hahtofidrajiiloajwias r End OdudéfaforAjagunial | aj i 0.
(Ifa corps) with which he leftlle-l f e was fAM@saiI Mmijgiu@roo t hus,
f i nal iniynoginlodoratp u N 0 b e c a meOraitRi-gunieanrhialoa
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(i)  The Search for His Kingdom:

At the death of his fathdfagbamila Oro-mi-gun the heir, inherited his
fatheroés wives and ot her cCrowns. Hi s ot he
destinations such asdo of Benin, Olowu of Owu, Onsabe of Sabe, Alaketu of
Ketu, Alaafin of Oyo, the last of them. Hence, Orangun of lla possesses more beaded
crowns more than his brother Obas in Yoruba land todiag. search for his
kingdom look Fagbamila to Niger River Bank and Nupe landwhile in consant
consultation with IfaAjoo and AdaOgbo an important personality in the entourage
of Fagbamila was his mother, 60Anasin Adet.i
love and care, she chose to follow himan stay behind with Oduduwa.

(iv)  Encounter with the Ibaribas:

In the course of his search and battleagbamila led Olugbon. Aresa,

Onikoyi and Olomuaperan to help his younger brother Oranmiyan of Oyo to
conquer the Ibaribas. Some of the notable warriors among was a Nupe captive
Elenpe lyanda, a veteratwupe warrior, who eventually became his chief warrior.
Hence, Fagbamil a was nicknaNagdandihat gr eat \
became part of his name, thus;nlaPbran-was addr
mi-gun lle-nla. The name of the present Orangan llaavs der i veNa-from dal |
Oran-mi-guno. Subsequent Obas o fOrangbndle-llaown r ef i
Orangun of lla.

(V) The building of Ighomina Kingdom:

Many of Fagbamilabdés foll owers backed ou:
he established their ownetlements, which grew to become IGBOMINA
KINGDOM, but all recognizing Fagbmila as their head and his settlement, the capital
of the kingdom. Example of the settlement are Garan. Arandun, Ajas&o, Oro,

Omupo, Shaare, Igbaja, Okxe, Isanlu, llofa, R@, Orun, gogo, Ora, lludun, etc.

Before finally settling down at Igb8jagun-nla, Fagbamila with his entourage had
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stopped over at OdByin, llade and Kodomu. Satisfied with this new settlement he
saidi Ogdmbmona o (my pathfinder TiBwasredubed wn me tF
to AOgbomonao and | ater Al gbominao the na
established by Fagbamila Ajagunla.
(vi)  Deathof Anasin Adetinrin

Anasin Adetinrin died at Igbomina Ajagunla where Fagbamila reigned for
about 130 years before he sank itlte mother earth. Traditional evidence asserts
that he did not die but sankbora lla is the spirit of Fagbamila. Fagbamila was
succeeded by his eldest child. Amotagesi Orangun Amolages reigned for long in Igho
Ajagunla before he led his people out ta. [iYara on consultation with Ila Ajobo,
where he ruled for more than 50 yeafsnota had teo children, Adeboye and
Ogboye. There were incessant whare in all the kingdoms, so Amotagesi being
very powerful before, sought to learn more medicine from thaiO He turned
himself to a beautiful female girl and married the Olowu of Owuland. When he got
home, his son Adeboye who had been in the palace as regent was however, threatened
by the return of his father and ogeommi tted
Ogbad who used death as senior to his rule
3.4  Regional Power Politics and the Rise of ILESA:

There werenstances of reckless exploitation and abuse of power fiAlaa
Abiédun and his immediate successor, A&tégangan(1789-96), ordered attacks
on the provinces whose leaders they accused of insubordinatiaturing their
princely years. For example, Aloién claimedhat the son of the potentate of ljaye,
an Egla town, insulted him duringne of his trading missions there. Onasing
the throne, according@y o 6 s pal a diédhei rmfvemnmmgandt £ ,he al |l egec
orderingthed e s t r uaf this promient trading towrLikewise, Aladin Aolé
ordered military action against Apomu, a provincial town oflfée in order to

avengehis humiliation at the hands of the Ba@iead) of theown during his princely
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years as a trader. He also took th@ng step ofordering an attack against Iwéré
(Ibarapa area), reputed to be thaternal town of Alaafin Ajagbo.
Such attackagainst thdributary towns and provincexf the empire abused
the honorof the military, undermined respectforthd 8 " f i nd s,anddid t i t ut i or
not endear the loyalty of the provinces toward tlye.®/etropolis.
In effect, Abi@ ¥an 6 s oraljy® hacdened thegelve of Egla provinces
for independence, andgalvanized their mobilization fahe removal of the yoke of
Oyo imperialism.As a result, fulb | own upri sings dogged OyoO0:
Egba at different periods betwe&n90and1820.
The passing of A@ and the metropolitan ar#ilaafin revolt that led to his
death marked the beginning of the end of @y Empirewith Lisabiled rebellion
and Afonjads revolution against the kingdo
The spate of military activities and politicahaneuvering that tooklgce in
this area betweehb70 and 159@vas the most important and dramatévelopment
on the political landscape of the Yoruba region during Restoration period.
Although warrior-kings were the major actors during this period, others with less
dramatic powers also mobilized their agentive resources from below and made
indelible marks onthe Yoruba political topography
The power politics associated withete events letb the ceation of a new
kingdom, llég, in thel580s just twenty kilometeraortheast of llélfé. Over a period
of three decaded 5807 1610),this young kingdom was instrumental in redrawing
the political geographgf the central Yorubaegion.
Locatedalmost equidistant between tleapitals of Oyoand Benin, llésa
influenced the exteal policies of thoséwvo regional powers far more than astper
polity during thedecades of RegeneratiarThe trajectory of its rise from the ashes
of Ifé Empire implosion and Nupe militarist conflagration deserves close

examination because it gives weep insights into the political, economic, and
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cultural processes that shaped Yoruba regional history during the period under
review.

Owa Ajibogunthe one who wakes up intorflict warandvolunteered to go
to the ocean to fetch the seawatdich wasused as prescribed to cure the lost sight
of his father, OduduwaAjibégun ag ui r ed t h ébokunoc(kinheleme i
f et ched t hAecordirgdovitee legendoith no inheritancdeft, Oduduwa
blessedAjib6gun Obokun and gave him anagic sword He then commanded him
to goforth and use the sword to conquer somheterritories that his senibrothers
had already acquired.

It wasthis mission of conquesthat brought Ajibégun Obokun to Eka s
Soon after conquering several politinghe areaAjibogun Obokun died and his
son,Obara, took over themantle of leadership. The latter settledlgmuré and
renamed ifbokun (after his father). From ther@barabara continued the process
of military conquest until his sonQwallsé establisheda permaent seat of
governmentn llésa.

With his defeat ofOwéri and othercompetitors and foes, and withis
swccessful establishment of IBéasthe capital of the new kingdo®walusélaid the
foundation for what would soon become the nmswerful kingdom inthe central
Yoruba region, east of River Osun. HisccessorAtakinmosa, continued this

momentum by consolidating th@ower of llésa through military conquests and

creatinga template forthe i ngdomdés e xt er ndddbe aperceptivd on s .

leader who understood the importance of regional watk building through

diplomacyand military operations.
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i) Recovery of llelfe Kingdom:

In the 1570s the ancient cityof lle-Ife has been a skeleton of its Classical
age size. By162Gs, lléIfé had lost itsfar-flung and nearby territories to the new
powers llésa, Benin, Oypand ljebdOde. Its recovery was slower compatedhe
otherpolities mentioned above.

According to Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran (2020)theut the miitary
wherewithal to challengthe intruders, all B could do was focusn sorting out its
own internalpolitical problems. lldfé experienced a delayed recovery, but it was
notleft out of thepolitical rejuvenation that bgan in the last quarter of tkexteenth
century. Its time ofrebirth ewentually came during the secomplater of the
seventeenth century.

Lajamisan, a descendant of Oranmiyan and th& Oboni of llé-Ifé, who
managed to secure the frdicovery of the ancient city. He is rememigeirethe oral
traditions as théounder of posiClassical Ifedynasty andl.ajamisarfacilitated the
growth of population and urban expansion. Onghefaccomplishments was the
rebuilding of some of the outer walls of ttity, which had fallen into disrepaduring
the Intermediate period

Oral traditions crediLuwo Gbéagida, the grandmother of Lagelu and mother
of Adekola Telu (the ancestor of Olumade Parin, the first Oluwo) listed on the Ife
regional listas a female king i the 18" Ooni as listed by Chief (Dr.) M.A.
Fabunmi. She was camected with thelraining of many ravines in Hfé and with
the pavingof the major thoroughfares of the city with potsherds. B8as on the

throne during the time when Ife was involved in Ara war in EKiti.
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i) The Rise of Militaristic State Builders

The hsatiable appetite of Eyvean traders foelephant tusksstimulated
hunters perhaps former warriorso fan out into the frontiewoods to track and Kkill
elephants for their valuable incisors. In th@90sthrough1630s several hunting
camps arose in énorthern and centrg#bruba region at thmterstices of kingdoms,
towns, and villageghatwerebeing rebuilt or newly founded.

The aal traditions of many politieghat emerged in thRestorative period,
therefore, have a strong hunteharacter.Oyan, for example, attributed its early
seventeentizentury origin to two huntersOdu from llé-Ifé and Epé from Ila-
Orangun. Thetown of Iragbiji also grew out of the fusioof two hunting camps
Likewise, the savanna woodlands in the upper reaches of thee Rlver were
swarming with hunting camps in the early seventeenth century, of vidichidi
Ajagbon, Aalé, Onisilé, and Orisatolipecame prominent

The leaders of the hunting camps were of Ibariba and Yoruba extraction,
and they formed a mutuahid associdion known as alongo.They usedthe
association as a cooperative foogp hunting, for whickelephant tuskswere the
main target. It was also a cooperative for sharingtbgts that accrued from selling
elephant tusksand other animal productisikewise, the Aldngo associatiorserved
as the bulwark of defensgainst brigandage. These hunting camps, located on a busy
highway linking Oyo-l1é with the rain forest, soon became important way stations
where travelers stopped to rest, take refreshment, sitipagightlt was from these
hunting camps that the town of Ogbomosho developed, with each camp forming
the seed that eventually grew into a House. Hence, Isapa House developed from
Orisatéli camp, ljeru House from Onisilé camp, and GErin (Elephant Hill)

from Aale. Camp.
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Ajagbon is a tree situated right at the back of the fence surrounding the Palace
of Soun of Ogbomosho According to history, the tree is older than Ogbomoso
community. It was on this tree th@gunlola, the first Soun of Ogbomosaihg his
fiakatapo0 ( bow and arrow), the weapon he used

According to history, whe®gunlola, a famous warrior arriveldi -Ajagbon,
the whole place was a thick forest, (Idiajagbon is the name given to the spot where
the tree is in OgbomosoPgunlola had lived in this area with his wife for a
considerable length of time before he was able to discover four other settlements
occupied by some hunters nameéDnisile, Orisadeyi, Aaleand Akandie.

iii) Cracks in the Imperial Wall of Oyo Empire:

The magniide of instability that swept across the Yoruba world between
1796 (the death of Alaafin Aole) arkB37 (the final collapse of the empire and
evacuation of the capital) was the first since the return of Oyo from the exile at Gbere
betweerl530 and 1542luring the reign of Alaafin Onigbogi after the attack of Nupe
Militarists.

Alaafin Majotu died in1830 Or 1831without achievinghis ambition of
rebuil ding his father 0s Afon@margitaeundertlass e mpi r e \
revolts had reduced to rubkded shell of its old glory. He was one of the longest
reigning kings in Oyo history, ruling for about twergight years. The events that
defined his reign give the impression that he was an ineffective king, but the point
should not be lost that he inited an imploding empire

His reign witnessednderclass rewlt of 1817, the collapse of Owu in 1822
and the killing of Aare Afonja and many of his supportefs883 TheHausaFulani
jihadist who had infiltratedAfonja-led anti metropolis rebellion pergetrated the
third act with the backing of the Sokoto Caliphate.
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The death of Afonja and other Yoruba elements (including Muslims) at the
hands of their former allies, Hausa and Fulani, rattled the metropolis and its loyal
provinces. Therefore, Majotu fged an alliance with the Nupe in 1825 to subdue
llorin and expel the jihadists. But the coalition was defeated.

3.5 Notable Old and New TownsDuring Yoruba Civil Wars

The Yoruba kingdom of the Golden Age comprised the royal capital city, one
or more dependembwns as well as several villages and hamlets. Each kingdom was
headed by a divine king. In the state's or kingdoms governmental hierarchy, a town
chief, called bale was next to the king but must not wear a beaded crown. A bale
(meaning master or lord ofi¢ land) headed not a kingdom but a dependency or a
constituent unit of a kingdom and was therefore responsible to the king.

When the Oni of Ife visited Lagos in 1903 (as stated earlier) at the invitation
of the Governor, there were only 26 kings in Yorabd who were culturally entitled
to wear beaded crowns. This was therefore the number of cities in Yorubaland in the
pre-colonial era.

In 1917, Governor MacGregor listed the 22 obas named by the Oni in 1903
as the only kings permitted by Yoruba traditittnwear beaded crowns for the
purpose of safeguarding the Yoruba insiita of kingship but arrogated to himself
the prerogative to confer the title of Oba and the right to wear beaded crowns on
people. This marked the beginning of the adulteration efvtbruba institution of
kingship. By adulteration is meant the assumption of kingship (obaship) title by some
town chiefs called bales who are not cutlyr entitled to wear beaded crowns.

Today, almost every towm Yorubaland, big or small, claims Kisigip. In
violation of Yoruba tradition, most of the former town chief8ealeshave assumed
the title ofOba(king) for various reasons.
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Apparently, the adulteration of the institution has stemmed from three main
factors; the pursuit of seHggrandizenent, the pursuit of social recognition and
esteem and the pursuit of political gains. While the personal and social forces appear
to date back to 1917, the political factor appears to be alp6ét (independence)
phenomenon.

According to Obateru I. Olunei (2004)the Yoruba towns with their periods
or years of foundation which featured notably in Yoruba history up to 1893 when the
civil wars ended and the British took over the administration of Yorubaemas
follows.

Apomu

Apomu, a border town indfkingdom, was close to the border of Owu kingdo.

It is an ancient town whose genesis dates back to about'ther 13" cenutyr. The
town was one of the most important commercial centres in Yorubaland prior to
British penetration. There the Ifes, Oydgbus and Owus met for commercial
transactions during the Golden Age.

Igboho

Its foundation period is unknown but it probably dates back to the 13the or
14" century. Four early Alaafins are believed to be buried there as stated earlier.
Igboho originatd as the burial place of Alaafin Ofinran

Lagos
Founded before the middles of thé"Ientury, Lagos was a militanutpost

of Benin Kingdom in 142 when a Portuguese expedition led by Ruy de Sequeira
landed there.

Lagos possibly originated as a fishisgttlement but later became a farming
village. In 1800, it had a population of less than 1,500. Between 1810 and 1861,
Lagos grew rapidly in wealth and importance as a result of Yoruba civil war (1793
1900)
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Oyo

As stated in Section 5.2 Old oyo waestroyed in 1837 burestablished in
1839 some 130 kilometres south. It was not a new town per se. the existing town
called AgeOja was occupied by Alaafin Atiba who imposed forced expansion on it
by depopulating the surrounding villages and towns figrtheir inhabitants to move
to Ago-Oja which he renamed Oyo.

Abeokuta
Abeokuta came into being about 1829 through the Russian of the Egba towns

and villages destroyed in the preceding decade by the allied forces of the Oyos, Ifes
and ljebus. The fouding of the city was initiated by those Egbas who withdrew from
Ibadan consequent upon a disagreement with the other three communities, the Oyos,
Ifes and ljebus.
Abeokuta grew up on the site of a far mi
place for thoséraders travelling southorth between thousands of Egba refuges and
slave flocked in from all over Yorubaland.
The first three groups of Egbas to settle at Abeokuta were the Egba Agbeyin
whose king was the Alake (of Ake), Egba Gbagura (or Agura) undekghra, and
EGba OkeOna under the Osile. Each of the three groups occupied separate quarters
in the city. They were joined later by the Owns, the ljaiyes and the Ibaras. Other
towns and villages joined them later until the settlements ultimately numéleoed
153.
Abeokut a, meaning O6under the Rock©6 deri
which gave them protection from the enemy.
Build itéd) has been revered and worshiped |

the city.
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4.0 THE COLLAPSE OF THE OLD OYO EMPIRE

Alaafin Majotu died in1830 or 1831 without achieving his ambition of
rebuil di ng hitse erhpad, Wwhich ¢he revolts wfs Adonjdnd the
underclass revolt had reducedrtibble and a shell of its otflory.55 He was one of
the longesteigningkings in Oy6 history, rulindor about twentyeight years. The
eventsthat defined his reign give theapression that he was an ineffective king, but
the point should not Hest that he inherited an imploding empigeirrounded by the
intriguesof the metropolitan lords and byfighting among the governors of the
empireds fr ont ithefestpringrebelliorcoéllsrin anitherseastern b y
provinces; and constraéd by sharply reduced revenigjoti did not succeed in
stopping the implosion. To the contrary, his reign witnessed several calamitous
events. These included the underclass revolt of 1817; the collapse of Owu in 1822;
and the killing of Afonja and many of his supporters in 1823. The HatBalani
jihadists who had infiltrated Afonjaled antimetropolis rebellion perpetrated the
third act with the backing of the Sokoto Caliphatéhese newcomers not only took
over the reis of power in lloin afterwardbut also began their aggressaspansion
to other parts of the Yoruba riem, especially in ighémina andpper O. s.un. This
effectively turned wht had been a political conflitt the Oydmetropolitan area into
a religous one Islamist insurgencagainst the Yoruba religion and political
institution The ascendance tife jihadists was alarming and unsettlinghte capital
and core provincesf the empire. To the provincial governaongaiarticular, it became
obviousthat the metropolis had lost control over pitslitical affairs. Some of the
Yorubachieftains in the provinces weoeerced to become allies of the jihadists in
llorin, while others joined them wahtarily for selfpreservation What is more,
several tributary prauces of the empire, especially Igbémina and Gbe territory,
including Dahomey, successfully declaréueir independence from Oyldetween
1823and1830.
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4.1  Disintegration of the Empire;

Overall, the pace of the disintetjoa of the empire was slow bsiteady under
Majotu (fig.9.2). The fact that he held Afongnd the jihadistat bay in their iloin
stronghold, only sity kilometers from Oyélé, for about twenty years and prevented
the insurgents from invading tloapital shows the resilience that characestithe
imperial capital durinchis reign. It is perhaps for this reasthat he earned the
nicknameM8j ot ¥, ADondét | et it coll apse, 0O
He lived up to this name. A steady maeatather than a transformatileader, the
old king appears to have apga great shrewdness to holditing wesern wing of the
empire togethewhile the status of the easterarfk of the empire was uncertain. The
deaths of Afonja and other Yorubkements (including Muslims) at the handshefir
former allies Hausand Fulantrattled the metropolis andsitoyal provinces. There
was arurgency to act againthe festering trouble in Itin. Therefore, Majti forged
an alliance witithe Nupe in 1825 to subdue Ilorin and expel jthadists, but the
coalition was defdad. That loss further weakendke corfidenceof the core
administrative povinces and colonies of Oy the metropolitan cause (especially
those in the eastern and cenfrahtiers, such as Ikoyi and E. de.). Thetrogolis
had become a liabilityather than an asset, and many of the gomsrandesident
commissionersvho had defended the interest tbE empire in the frontiers and
borderlands for so long began to pwdsheir autonomous interests safrvival. In
1830,0y06 effectively lostwhat was remaining of its shakyip on the Yéw&Dgun

provinces.
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4.2  The Effect of Multi-Year Draughts:

Bi iya nla ba gbé ni sanléya kékeké & ma gun ori eni i Wh eoneeilsy e r
debilitated by a great shame, aiso suffers from otherlitte n s ul t shettme Ab o u t
that the @6-Nupe coalition laid siege to Ilarin the dry season d825,a new round
of multiyear droughts was setting across the savanna, the worst of which Oyo

metropolitan area experiencbdtweenl825and1831.0ral traditions, eyewitness

accounts,
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Fig. 9.2 Remnant of the Oyo Empire, ca.2B
and palynological evidence have converged to show thatl®yand the
metropolitan area in general witnessedili#ating droughts in the lastecades of the
empire. With inadequa rainfall, many water sourcesied out, and farmlands were
untilled. The insecurity in the countrysidand political instability had already
depessed agricultural efforts armitput even in the previous years oinimally
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adequate rainfall. Butow, the severe famine that followed the droughts ered

the crisis. Aseriesof debilitating ailments, one of wth was a respiratory infection,

was also associated with the drought.nMageople died from both hunger and

disease. Aldafi Majotu had reehed advanced age by this tinke also succumbed

to a respiratory infewn thatravaged through Oydn 183031 and joined his
ancestors. fle accountsdRi chard Lander 6s -llgipt837amd vi si t t
his thirdvisit (with his brother, Johrih 1830give us a good sense of how tlagital

was already exhausted lsar, impoveribed by drought, weakeddy famine, and

debilitated bycontagious diseases in the last years of M&@b s Im B8R7g n .

Richard Lander observed that many sick people who were suffering from some

contagious diseases were being removed to a nearby bushtaboihal f a mi | e f
the towno in order to stem the spread of i
with food and provisions, as demanded by the lddowever, food supplies were

very low, and most families were smpoverished that many of the isolatadks

people actuasltlay viadii @d . Dr d meenetipmolgam preal at i on ¢
acceleratediuring those peak years of drought, famine, and diseasegdietl827

and 1831. For those who survivednd sought relief elsewhere, tliérection of

movemenivas southwardrom the savanna into the rdwrest belt, where the effect

of drought vas minimal, if even noticeabl&@herefore, during the latve years of

Méjot a6 s r ei g n, fromaha ymetropelifaru ayea settled in sevarew

polities, such siljaye, Abéokuta, and Ibadan thatre springing up in the very Egba

territorythat was once under the OFénpire Others sought refuge in tioéd towns,

such as Qsgbo.
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4.3  The Death of Afonja and Installation of Emir in llorin;

With the transition of Majul, the evats that led to the collapse tie
metropolitan area accelerated. Mprevinces peeled away from theetropolis. The
empireds iodremoved layer by ldyer. THierin jihadists seized on this
opporturity. Following their killing of Afonja, the jihadists (now led by the Falani)

installed an emir inldrin.

About two year s afnvaled OpE foothedéttime.d e at h, t

They ransacked the capital, reportedly éubtthe palace of its valuableand
proclaimed theAl&afin as a vassal of llo i n 6 sTheenew Alaafin who suffered
this indignity was Oluewu, a son of Adle Described as handsome and haughty,
like his father, the new king vowed to revenge the humiliationDestiny, heritage,
andan uncertain future became bigrcen.l k %2 ¥38n j 6ATo di éngi s
i n di sgr ac ¥qgrubaréfrain umdepioning thessipinf honor and bravery.
He wasthe descendant of Obalokun an&gipo, and son of Adle, the monarafght
have reminded himself. His fagrs didnot bow to anyone. Whghould he? Rather
than holing up in theapital, Oluewu decided to figfdr the restoration of the dignity
of the institution of Aldfin and thesurvival of the empire. Ollewu provealbe better
than his father aa builder of a calition. As his ancesterhad done in the late
fifteenth and early sixteenth century when camfred by similar challenges, he
appealed to his Ibariba neighbors for assistaftuey, like the Nupeayere also facing
the threat of the ristnpower of the Hani jihadistswithin their territories. In fact,
the Ibaribavere already feeling the bruaitthe jihadists, who frequently raided these
territories for captives. Thefgared that should the jihadists establish fullesainty
over Oyéll¢, theywould benext in line for conquest. Again, asthe calculations
that theirforebears had made more than three hemhgears earlier, many Ibariba
chieftains considered it necessary to alljhwdyo in order to also sawkemselves.

At least four Ibariba kingdoms and principalities - Nikki, Bussa, Kaiama, and
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Wawa responded to Ol Y4aewuds appeal by sendi
the war effort. Oliewu alsaallied thesupport of several @ provinces and new

Oy6 towns that had emergénlthe south especially Ibadan, ljaye, and Ag®ja. In

the final effort to remove the thorn of tlo jihadists aleady buried deep in their

flesh,the combined forces of Ibariba undenSipera, the king of Nikki, and ¥o.

under Oltewu, marched in tiley season of againsotin.

4.4  The Final Collapse of the Empire;

Revealing the religus character of the war, Ilorin was supported by soldiers
from the Gwandu Emirate (th@atron of Ilorin) and fought undeine banner of the
Sokoto CaliphateThe ibariba proved to be a formidalllly, but Oldewu did not
seemto have received the full support he daspely needed from many of the
chieftains of the metropolis and provinces. Adoa Omoyeno, Omoyeti rin ihoho
woja:il t s too | ate to cl ot imtetheDmkdy enalsehce. chas
The proverbial Omye is the Aladin institution. The rank andile of the leaders of
Oy6 provincial contingents thaassembled for the decisive war weree rifiith
deception, disunity, andlisloyalty to Oliewu. Many of themwvere not fully
committed to thecause. While the king wdrsghting to save thempire, some of his
provincial governors were eithdrghting for thér own independence from Oyar
wishing for the king to fail. As a resulf a lack of collective will andinity rather
than asa result of errors of combat strategy, the @ydiribacoalition lost the battle.
Thousands we killed, including Oliewu andis son. Siru Kpera, the potentate of
Nikki, as well as the potentates WWfawa and Kaiama, also perished i tvar.
Dubbed the Eduwe. War, after the ¥ stock name for Ibariba potentatttss was
the final andailed attempt to restore the lost glorytbé empire. As the news of the
fall of Oliewu reached Oybié and its ewirons, the remaining residenggiickly

packed up anddgan to evacuate the capital andgheoundingowns and villages.
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5.0 HOW IBADAN HALTED THE ADVANCING ILORIN JIHADIST

Revealing the religious character of the war, llorin was supported by soldiers
from theGwando Emirate (the patron of llorin) andought under the banner of
the Sokoto Caliphate

The Ibariba proved to be a formidable ally, but Oluewu did not seem to have
received the full support he desperately needed from many of the chieftains of the
metropolis and provinces. The evacuation of @gandthe collapse of the empire
was the end of an era in the history of the Yoruba world.

With the defeat of Alaafin Oluewled forcesthe jihadists of llorin and their
allies were intoxicated by the fermented fruit of victory and were determined to take
overthe entire Yoruba region. They therefore, shifted their focus toward those new
Oyo towns already planted in the upper reaches of the rain forest. Their goal was to
Adi p the Koran in the seaodo a metaphor for
control of the Sokoto caliphate via the emirate of llorin.

Displaced and demoralized, most of the Yoruba region, especially in the old
territoryof the Oyo Empire, was still liking its wounds. The only Yoruba polity,
according to Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran (2020)yvbkranough to confront the
j ihadi st 6s tltwasandw kidd@ghe bldrlkaod ragional politics, but
it was a rising military power in the aftermath of the fall of Oyo Empire.

While the llorin army was advancing sowtlard, Basorun Oluyole, thaird
ruler of third and present lbadan atiee son of Olukoye through Agborin the
daughter of Alaafin Abiodun, rallied to confront the enemy. He presided over the
military plans to stop the advancing llorin army. He mobilized other scattered Oyo
elementdo the cause of saving their ancestral land from what he rightfully considered
as a foreign invasion, although there were highking Yoruba soldiers in the llorin
contingent under the command and leadership of his war commBatteyun

Odeyinka Oderinlo,t he advance of Il orinés ambition
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Osogbo in1840.The llorin army was thoroughly beatérhe victory put to rest the
threat of the jihadists agenda in the Yoruba world. With this, Oluyole achieved
what had eluded Oluewu and fv e ot h e Mhe Alitaravictorywas the most
consequential event in Yoruba history during the nineteenth century.
According to the patriarch of Yoruba historiography, Samuel Johnson (1921),
the outcome of t he war ma rhkiesdt offray . ©urlri nsga\
Yoruba country from t ot lanotfoaBasooun Qlidydleon by t h
and his military superstarsjany beaded crown kingsand potentates of Yoruba

kingdoms would have since been replaced by turban wearing emirs.
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Fig. (b): The Remains of Oyo Empire in 1837

6.0 UNNECESSARY SELFDEFEATING CLAIMS OF ROYAL SUPREMACY

If we take a quick look at the history of the world, we shall find ithist a
record of continual process of changelt is arecord of the Great Empires and
civilizations which have lasted for a time and the passed dugpt, Greece and
Rome are examples of these great civilizations that have passed away as a result of
wars and conquest by stronger and sometimes less diMitibes and nation3.hat
Yoruba country came under foreign or colonial rule in 1893, was inevitable. It was
part of this continual process of change that had to come about to ensure progress
after 100 years of internal strife and civil wars

What happeed in the Yoruba country at the turn of thé"I®ntury must
serve as a warning and lessons for the futurel840, under the command and
leadership of his war commander, Balogun Oderinlo, the advance of llorins
ambition was alted on the outskirts of Ogieo. The llorin army was thoroughly
beaten. The victory put to rest the threat of the jihadist agenda in the Yoruba world.
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With this, Basorun Oluyole (1838.850), achieved what had eluded Alaafin
Oluewu and five other Alaafins before hinThis military, acording to Professor
Akinwumi Ogundiran (2020), wake most consequential event in Yoruba history
during the nineteenth century.

Reverend Samuel Johnson (1921) sdidpt for Oluyole and his military
superstars, many beaded crown kings and potergaieYoruba kingdoms would
have since been replaced by turbane ar i ngl keand ars®@s Vi ct ory oOVE
saved the House of Oduduwa. The victory was not only over llorin. It was also a
defeat of its patron, th@wandu Emirate and of theSokoto Caliphateas a whole.

The fall of the Old Oyo Empire, arising from the combinatiorinbérnal
constitutional debacles, power tussles and conflicts, and the rise of militant Islam
in llorin played significant roles in the emergence of Ibadan as a dominant State in
Yorubaland. Also, theepublican nature of Ibadan Civil and military population
partly explains why it quickly and effortlessly succeeded Oyo as the military
headquarters of the Yoruba Empire in the nineteenth century and the headquarters
of Yoruba Provincesn the twentieth century with the seat of Colonial Government
at Agodi since 1893.
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CHAPTER THREE
THE FOUNDING OF THE THREE KINGDOMS
OF AWORILAND IN LAGOS STATE

1.0 BACKGROUND HISTORY:

The country of the Awori by along close to the coast, with an eastern
boundary with thecoastal ljebu and a western boundary with the coastah-
Yoruba Aja people (of modern Benin Republic). To the North of Awori were the
countries of thé&cgbado. Most of the Awori lived in the group of small islands in the
area ofEko (no Lagos) Island as dt472and the low lying forest in its immediate
hinterland.

Three kingdoms sprang up in the Awori country, according to Professor S,
Adebaniji Akintoye, (2010)Eko on a coastal lan&)tta in the hinterland forests, and
Badagry on the emtme western end of the Awori coast. MaByall Awori
settlementsexisted before the emergence of these kingdoms.

1.1 Otta Kingdoms

According to Awori and other Yoruba traditions. Otta seems to have
been the earliest kingdom created among the AwariThe tradions of Otta have
it that the founder of this kingdom, an immigrant prince from Ife, came adeng
Settlersin this place and consolidated them into his kingdom,Qtta kingdom
ruled by the Olota. Some other Yoruba have it that Otta was one oflttesbYoruba
kingdoms.

1.2  Eko Kingdoms

According tothe traditions of the Eko kingdom, its people first settled at a
place called ISERI, a small settlement of mostly hunters and fisherman on the lower
bank of the Ogun River, some distance southeast of @dta few miles inland from
the coast. To this place Prince from Soolo royal family of lle-ife named

Ogunfunminire settled and was accepted as king (142E505)
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Trade was beginning to grow in the coastal Lagoons, trade eastwards with the
coastal ljebu ashfrom there with théaje, lje, Itsekiri and theBenin, and westwards
with thevillages of the AjaCoast.

Migration of Iseri People

In order to be able to catch more of this trade, most ofsére people, led
by their king, undertook a series of reldaans that brought them closer to the
Lagoons, leaving dseri a small remnant that has kept that little village alive till our
times. The main body first relocatedEbute-Metta, then to the edge of the Lagoon
atlddo, and finally to the biggest Islann the area, Eko Island. Here, incorporating
into their community the scattering of other Awori Settlers already living on the
Island, they established the permanent home of their kingdongkindingdom
under their king who bore the title of Olofin (Professor S. Adebanji Akintoye,
2010). This new settlement eventually became the nucleus of the settlement of Isale
Eko area of Lagos and also the official place of the Oba of Lagos known and called
Iga-ldunganran.

Aromire one of the Glwhddwned agos helartt n mi ni r e
land was soon joined by some of his brothers like: Onitolo, Onitano, Oniru, Onikoyi
etc.

They established themselves in several parts of Lagos, and constituted into a
class of chiefs administering the areas under their individoalsat and left no one
in doubt as to their over the land. They became collectively known & ithd o j o
Chiefo having the dinsvhi n e Allhaghothdr categoies of n g
Lagos Chiefs eventually came to wear white caps, there was norapti#ifact that
the Idejo were thee landowners, a factor which was to be crucial significance
particular during what is generally regarded as the Benin Episode in Lagos history.
Eko became Lagos in 1472 A.D.
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2.0 EKO WAS CHANGED TO LAGOS IN 1472
Accordingtoa b ook on Mobol aji Johnsondés admi

written by Prince A.G.A. Ladigbolu, Ido happened to have been administered by a

particular gifted king whose real name has been forgotten but who was generally
referred to a®lofin. Oneoftherany settl ements founded durir
an Island separated from Ido by the lagoon and now known as Lagos Islaas.

this new settl ement (Lagos) founded by Ar
eventually became the nucleus of the settlementS#HLE-EKO area of Lagos and

also the official palace of the Oba of Lagos known and called Iga Idunganran.

Some have erroneous belief that Lagos was not a part of Yorubaland. Lack of
historicalknowledge is a potential danger to human organizatiateed most of
those who rescued Lagos from British domination were individuals who were not
of Lagos extraction, for instance, Sapara Williams (ljesa), the paynes (ljebu), the
Herbert Macaulay (Oyo), the Moores (Egba and Brazil), the jones (Creole from
Freetown), the Vaughans (America and Owlic. All these men lived and died for
Lagos.

In the second place, there are also very important people who have made
Lagos their permanent homes even though they came from the hinterlands, namely:
the Doherty family (ljeo in Ekiti), the Ayegbusis, the Babalolas, the Fagbeyiros,
the Adewunmis, the Oteniyas, (Efon Alaaye in Ekiti)) and the Tinubus, the
Sowemimos, the Lawsons, the Coker family and the Soetans (all Egfi®reas,

Lagos was founded by a Yoruba man cal@dfin Ogunfunminire and his 32
children and some others later joined him. Their usual greetings every morning was
AAl aaf i a(Hobeowe Wwake updn good health). Hence, their settlement was
later calledh L a f iThejAwaris who settled at Ikeja and other paces originally

came from lle-Ife. Aromire who owned Lagos heart land was soon joined by some
of his brothers like:Onitolo, Onitano, Oniru, Onikoyi, etc. They established

themselves in several parts of Lagos and they constituted themselves into & class o
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chiefs administering the areas under their individual control and left no one in doubt

as their control over the land. They became collectively known d@sthed e j o c hi ef s 0

having the distinct i AlthoughfothevatagorienofLagosvh i t e

chiefs eventually came to wear white capere was no doubting the fact that the
Idejo were the landowner, a factor which was to be of crucial significance
particularly during what is generally regarded as the Benin Episode in Lagos
history. These chief administered their areas effectively well. Various local
traditions creditedgunfunminire with 8, 12, 16 and even 32 as the total number of
his children.
3.0 BENIN EPISODE IN LAGOS HISTORY

One of the major effects of the existence of the Benin Kingdom waket
creation of a new dynasty in Lagodt was true that the first settlers in Lagos were from
the Yoruba interior. Because of the distance and lack of communication of the Yoruba
from the ancestral and political headquarters of the Yorubdfell®enin had more
impactonLagos The many versions of the origin

point to the ambition oBenin king to extend his influence. One source claims that a

Benin army attacked Isahd) @lofimhld ontbravely untthea r | dd o

was betrayed by his trusted wife, Ajagilofin was subsequently capturedand sent to
Benin but he displayed such remarkable capacity for survival under harsh conditions that
he was released and sent back to the Lagos throne but this time undetribieot dime
Benin throne.

Olofin was accompanied by three men who, on the order of Benin, were to advise
him to govern. One of these mekseru later died An Isheri man called Ashipawho
was described as either the son or a relation of Olofin, decidedto vey Aser uobs
to Benin for burial. Ashipa was said to have found favor with Benin rulers because he
helped in carrying out Benin ritual, which insist that an important person must be buried

at home, no matter where he died. It was in appreciatitdnoéct.
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THE LONDON PRIVY COUNCIL JUDGEMENT OF 11 JULY, 1921
CONFIRMING YORUBA OWNERSHIP OF LAGOS NOT BENIN OR IGBO
OWNERSHIP AS BEING TOUTED

TheJudicial Committee
His Majestydéds Privy Counci l
Monday, the 14 day of July 1921

Before a Board of
Viscourt Haldane
Lord Atkinson
Lord Phillimore

Between
Amodu Tijani ¢€eééé.. Appell ant
And
The secretary, Southern Provinces éééeée

Judgment of the Court
Delivered by
Viscount Haldane
In this case the question raised is as to the basis foulaabn of the

compensation payable to the appellant, who claims for the taking by the Government
of the Colony of Southern Nigeria of certain land for public purpose. There was a
preliminary point as to whether the terms of the Public Lands Ordinantiee of
Colony do not make the decision of its Supreme Court on such a question final. As
to this, it is sufficient to say that the terms of the Ordinance did not preclude the
exercise which has been made of the prerogative of the crown to give special leave
to bring this appeal.

The Public Lands Ordinance of 1903 of the Colony provides that the
Governor may take any lands required for public purposes for an estate in fee simple
or foe a less estate, on paying compensation to be agreed on or determined by the

supreme court of the colony. The Governor is to give notice to all the persons
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interested in the land, or the persons authorized by the ordinance to sell, and convey
it. Where the land required is the property of a native community, the Head Chief of
the canmunity may sell and convey it in fee simple, any native law or custom to the
contrary notwithstanding. There is to be no compensation for land unoccupied unless
it is proved that, for at least six months during the ten years preceding any notice,
certainkinds of beneficial use have been made of it. In other cases, the court is to
access the compensation according to the value at the time when the notice was
served, inclusive of damage done by severance. Prima Facie, the persons in
possession, as if owneaee to be deemed entitled. Generally speaking, the Governor
may pay the compensation in accordance with the direction of the Court, but where
any consideration or compensation is paid to a Head Chief in respect of any land, the
property of a native commuy, such consideration or compensation is to be
distributed by him among the members of the community or applied or used for their
benefit in such proportions and manner as the Native Council of the District in which
the land is situated, determines witle sanction of the Governor.

The land in question is at Apapa, on the Mainland and within the Colony. The
appellant is the Head Chief of the Oluwa family or community, and is one of the
| dejods or | andowning whit e iedbppersdns, ef s
some of whom pay rent or tribute to him. Apart from any family or private land which
the chief may possess or may have allotted to member of his own family, he has in a
representative or official capacity control by custom over the tragtanwhis
chieftaincy, including as Chief justice speed points out in his judgment in this case,
power of allotment and of exacting a small tribute or rent in acknowledgement of his
position as Head. But when in the present proceedings he claimed férdieevaiue
of the land in question, as being land which he was empowered by the ordinance to
sell, the Chief justice of the Supreme Court held that, although he had a right which

must be recognized and paid for, this right was:
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Amer el y a s @ivigthe lwlddar adinary riglgshot control and

management of the land in accordance with the wiellown principles of

native law and custom, including the right to receive payment of the

nominal rent or tribute payable by the occupiers, and that compdiosa

should be calculated on that basis, and not on the basis of absolute
ownership of the | ando

Consideration of the various documents, records and decisions which have
been brought before them in the course of the argument at the bar, had led their
Lordships to the conclusion that the view expressed by Chief Justice Rayner in the
language just cited is substantially the true one. They therefore, interpret paragraph 6
of the Public Lands Ordinance of 1903, which says that where lands required for
public purposes are the property of a native community, the Head Chief of such
community may sell and convey the same for an estate in fee simple as the meaning
that the Chief may transfer the title of the community. It follows that it is for the
whole of what heso transfers that compensation has to be made. This is borne out by
paragraph 25 and 26, which provide for distribution of such compensation under the
direction of the Native Council of the District, with the sanction of the Governor.

The history of theelations of the Chiefs to the British Crown in Lagos and
the vicinity bears out this conclusioAbout the beginning of the eighteenth
century, the Island of Lagos was held by a Chief called Olofin. He had parceled
out the Island and part of the adjourning Mainland among some sixteen
subordinat e Chi e finsrecagaition of their domimatian everathe 6
portions parceled to them. Abodf90 Lagos was successfully invaded by the
neighboring BeninsThey did not remain in occupation, but left a repesentative
as ruler whose title was the AEl eko. The s
kings of Lagos, although for a long time they acknowledged the sovereignty of

the king of Benins and paid tribute to him.The Benin appeared to have interfered
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but little with the customs and arrangement in the Island. About the year 1850,
payment of tribute was refused aifé king of Lagos asserted his independence.
At this period, Lagos had become a centre of the slave trade, and this trade centre the
British Government determined to suppress. A protectorate was at first established,
and a little later it was decided to take possession of the Island. The then King was
named Docemo. In 1861, he made a treaty of cession by which he ceded to the British
Crown the par and Island of Lagos with all the rights, profits, territories and
appurtenances thereto, belonging1B62the ceded territories were erected into a
separate British Gowdrtrdmeretn,t Inw874, thisatglhoes ot. i t |
became part of the Goltoast. In1886 Lagos was again made a separate Colony,
and finally in190§ it became a part of the Colony of Southern Nigeria.
4.0 THE BRITISH RULE IN LAGOS STATE SIZE UNDER

Geographically, Lagos is an area of 3,577 square kilometeiBhe drainage
pattern ofthe state is characterized by a network of lagoons, rivers, creeks, and
swamps which constitute 22% or 787 square kilometers of its total land mass. This
explains the reference to the state as a wet land environment and centre of aquatic
splendor (Aromisd 6 egbe | 6egbe). Lagos State is bou
Ogun State of Nigeria, in the West by the Republic of Benin and stretches for over
180 kilometers along the Guinea Coast of the Atlantic Ocean. The people of Lagos
origin are the Aworis, Egu Ekos, and ljebus. Lagos is the abode of different
peoples, different nationalities, creeds, religions, and ra@gps was known to
European traders in 1485,when it first appeared in maps, though no names were
mentioned.In 1603 a German surgeon, Arehs Josua Ulsheimer visited Lagos.
Furthermorethe Europeans, particularly thd’ortuguese reached Lagos in 1704
and that was during the reign of Oba Akinsemoyin and that was the beginning of
slave tradeThe conflict between Kosoko and Akintoye for theohe of Lagos paved

the way for the British easy entry into Lagos. Both sides sought the support of these
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foreign powers. Kosoko enjoyed the support of the Brazillian slave traders and was
able to depose Akintoye in 1845.

Akitoye was in exile in Badagryde attempted to invade Lagos, the project
was financed by the Brazilian slave traders in 1847. In the process, they approached
the Church Missionary Society (CMS) for assistance because of their influence with
the British government.

Bee croft who had vised Abeokuta and Dahomey (now Benin republic) saw
the occupation of Lagos as the only way to clear the trade routes from the coast to
Abeokuta, and to checkmate the slave trade on which Dahomey (Benin) survived, the
supported AkintoyeThe foreigners propsed to Kosoko that he should sign a treaty
banishing slave trade, but he refused, and plans were mounted for an assault on
Lagos. The first attempt failed utterly, the second achieved its purpose and Lagos was
occupied in Decembdi851.Kosoko was drivenut and a treaty banning slave trade
was signed with Akitoye in February 1852. However, the occupation of Lagos failed
to stop slave trade, which now flowed through P&tttvo and Whydah.

PortaNovo, which had alreadyeen bombarded earlier in tyear todissuade
them from slavdrade, now panicked, the ruleffered his city to the Frencitheir
transit camps, where slawegre kept pending their locatativarious centres around
Marina Lagos. One of such camps is #iea now occupied b$t. Paul Breadtrit
Church in Lagos. In 1807, Granville Sharp, Thomalgkébn and William
Wilberforcesucceeded in forcing tHgritish parliament to pass the Alitton Act in
England Dueto the American CiviWar of 1865, the abolition of slave tiawas led
by Presidenf\brahan Lincoln in 1863. In addition, #éxConsulate Building was built
in Lagos in 1855, which was called lle Ajele. Also, the territory now known as Lagos
State was the former colony createdlus British administrator following cession of
his sovereigty to the British Crown by King Dosumu in August 18&in the 19th

February 1866, Lagos was governed by an Administrator and a Legislative Council
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led by the Governor of West African residing in Sidrteone. Further in 1874, Lagos
was governed by Degy Governor from Gold Coast (Ghana) it was also governed
by a Lt. Governor from Gold Coast (Ghana) in 1883.

Indeed in 1886, was administered by the governotlag colony of Lagos.

In 1954, Lagos was finally separated from the rest ofhe colony and was
constituted into a federal territory. For68years (froml886- 1954), theColony

of Lagos was administered as a unit. Besides, from 1914 to 1923, the Colony of Lagos
had its own Legislative Council while threst of Nigeria had atleer Council. In
addition, for 89 years (from 1862 to 1951), Lagos enjoyed a separate and distinct
existene as a unit of administratiowith its own Governor, Deputy Governor, Lt.
Governor, Administrator, etc.

Coming back home, there was also a meetihggos indigenes led by Major
Mobolaji Johnson in August 1966 to deliberate on political future of Lagos. Earlier,
the agitation by the nationalists led by the late Herbert Macaulay in the 20th century
was tense. It was continued by the leaders of tholeghtoy Chief Theophilus
Adebayo Doherty, Prince Ibikunle Akitoye, Dr. Teslim Elias,Alhaji Kayode
Jakande,. Ganiyu Dawodu, Otunba AdeniranOgunsanya, OtunDa S.. Benson,
Chief S. L. Edu, Chief (Mrs.) Kofoworola Pratt as well as Chief Fagbenro Beyioku,
Justice Ishola Oluwa (Retd.), Chief Ishola Bajulabfetu Odibo of Lagos, Chief

(Mrs.) Stella Odesanya and all the traditional rulers of Lagos.
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5.0 THE CREATION OF LAGOS STATE IN 1967

Finally Lagos State was created on May ,27967. Brigadier Mobolaji
Johnsn become the first Military Governor. Eventually, Lagos State maintained
its five division of 1861 to 1865 as Lagos Colony, including Lagos, Epe, Ikorodu,
Ikeja and Badagry. Furthermore, the 1991 National census figure of Nigasia
88.5million, Lagos alone accounted for 5.7 millidout the estimated Lagos &6
million inhabitants Currently,agosis the most populoustate in Nigea with about
15 million-inhabitants. Besides, statistics experts rated the populationthgiow
Lagos aboti30,000 to 3, 00 persons per annum. Truly, the glory of Lagos is an old
one. From 1886 to 1906: the Colony of Lagos comprised thederal Capital
Territory and theColony Provinceof WesternNigeria.

Ahead of the rest of Nigeriaagos was granted tlieanchise in 1923. Further,
the HughClifford Constitutionof 1922,which made Nigeria the firsif the British
Colonies in Africa to participate in election, whdmr Nigerians to beslected,
Lagos alonéook threerepresentatigs, while the country toakne. The North hado
repregntative Governor and some Europeans represented comnressiasts.
6.0 AGBADARIGI AS BADAGRY

Agbadarigi is now popularly called Badagry. A branch of the Yoruba
migrants from llellfe had lja Osan (Djasan) quarters of Porto Novd his early
Yoruba migration was not superseded by a larger Aja migration starting from about
the beginning of the 18th Century caused by the expansionist wars of the Dahomey
King, Agaja Trudo(1708 1740). Aja refers to the cultural complex embracing the
Fon areasof ancient Dahomey and the Ewe of Southern Togo and Ghana Aja
succeeded to those groupsng along the Nigeria Benin Border.

Therelationship betweethe Gun of Badagry, a sub the Aja and the Yoruba
cordial. The Yorubaand Ajabegan with tekir earlymigrations. From the successive

wave of Aja and the Yorubmigrations laid the foundatioof the eight wards of
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Badagry todayAt present, more than half of tipppulation of Badagry is Eguand

it has direct contact with th&gun of Porto Novo. This situation has greatly
influencedthe culture of Badagry and otheommunities along the Nigeraenin
border. Theunity of purpose of both Egun and Yorubeke it possible to speak
their languages together, ahdrrowed from on&nother,some poke English,
Egun andYoruba.One good thing thatadin Badagry was that both Egun and the
Yorubaworship common deities.

6.1 The Kingdom of Badagry

The kingdom of Badagry came into existence on Aeri coast many
centuries later than tHéingdoms of Otta and Eko, in anarea in whichAwori and
western Aja settlers (known as Gun or Igun) lived close together. Iiy8@s some
Dutch traders establishedrading post on the Lagoon at his place, and it quickly
attracted settlers from among tAsvori, Igun and otherAja elements. Th&\ja
became the predominant group in Badagnat the outset, and therefore its earliest
leadership was almost entirely of Aja origin.

The form of a kingdom quickly evolved, somewhat different from the typical
Yoruba kingdom in theense that its king, the AKRAN, had very little control over
the various sections of the town beyond his own section. The origin AKIRAN
title-holders is traced to the Aja kingdom of Mowe.Because of the strong Aja
presence and influence in the orgof the kingdom, some students of Yoruba history
wonder whether we are right in identifying it as a Yoruba kingdom. According to
Professor S. Adebaniji Akintoye (2010), the area, howeverAwasi territory with
many small Awori settlements inhabiting te@ndy swamps around it, and many of
suchAwori ultimately became part of the new town and kingdom of Badagry. Also,
Badagry almost immediately came under the influence of the Oyo Empire and, as a

result, the number and influence of Yoruba elements gréw in
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During the two centuries after these, Awori migrants from the south created
the kingdoms of Ado, and Itakete, and Aja migrants, from the southwest created the
Kingdom of IPOKIA. Then during seventeenth ) tentury, as the power of the
Fon Kingdom of Dahomeygrew and its pressure on the peoples to the south and
east increased, mixed crowdsYdruba and Aja peoples came into thegbada
country and founded such kingdoms. SuchAagetoro, Igan andEgue.

6.2 Influence of Benin in Awori Island Kingdom of Lagos

AccordingtoPr i nce Adel egan Adegbdfé:dhe( 2009)
Source of Yor thé@udGwavVinedgévasdirtked torthé Yoruba and
Edo, and the Yoruba and Nupe. By the end of tHéckhtury A.D, the Oranmiyan
dynasty had estabhed a strong Benin State, thereafter, under five successive marital
kings; Ewuare the Great (14401473), Ozuola (15041550), Orhogbua (155G
1578) ancEhengbuada(15781606).

Benin has also have some influence in another part of Yorubaland such as the
smdl Awori Island Kingdom of Lagos, formerly called Eko. By the late sixteenth
(16™M century, owing to the growth of the coastal Lagoon trade, Lagos and the other
small Awori settlements had come to have sizebale resident population of ljebu,
Benin, llaje lkale, Owo, Egba, Egbado, Aja and ljaw traders. In about 1600, conflicts
between some of the ngwori communities on the one hand, and the indigenous
Awori people ruled by the Olofin on the others, was affecting the trade so much so
as to attract the attéon of the government of Benin. Some expeditions were sent to
the aid of Benin community.

The claim byEghareuha and Dr. J.A. Atanda (1979) that onesuch
expedition was led by th®ba Orhogbua (15501518) was confirmed by chief
M.K.O Adebayo (2015)and Aboke Ifamapowaof Ibadan. During the period, the
Benin army attacked the children Gfgunfunminire at lddo settlement while

Lagelu, the Jagunosin of IfeandOba Agura of Gbagurafought against the Benin
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army and they won the battle. The listed children Qfunfunminire were:
Olumegbon Oluwa, Onitona, Ontoola, Elegusi Aromire, Oloto, andOjora. This
showed the great importance of the westward Lagoon trade to the Benin people at
this time.

For some time, the Benin and some of the otl@r-native communigs,
under the leadership of a Benin chief namM&HERU, exerceed some prominent
influence and this much would seem to be corroborated by the statement of a German
named Andrears Joshua Ulshelmer, who (according to Robert Smith in his Kingdoms
of the Yorula) wrote in1603 that Lagos Island was a military camp under the
command of Benin Officers.

As a result of indecisive conflicts between the Awori population and the
Benin and some other narative resident communities, and an ultimate settlement
as a restlof which the latter came to have a part in the governance of the Island. But
the conflict remained unresolvetisheru died soon afterwards in one of the clashes
and a certaidwori man named Asipa described inLagos tradition as anisheri
Chief of Ife royal descent(but in Benin traditions as grandson of an Oba of Benin)
graciously led by the party that conveyadS H E R W@dg to Benin. The Benin
traditions say that, in Benif®ba Orhogbua (1550- 578) was so appreciative of
ASHI PAds gr acheaecardedhint recognitiom ds @ tuler of Lagos. In
1830, he is the progenitor of a line of Lagos kings. Asipa was succeded by Ado and
followed by Gabaro and later by Akinsomoyin etc. it was during the reign of Oba
Akinsomoyin that the foundation dfa ldu ngar an, Obwadlaid apda | ac e
constructed. Iga Suenu, Iga Bassua, etc were built during the reign of Akinsomoyin
(Prince Adelegan (2009).
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6.3  The Influence of Madam Efunroye Tinubu (18051887)
Madam Efunroye Osuntinubu, according to Prince Adelegaaysid (2009)

in the bWBddkk dhleE Source of Yoruba Civiliza
IJOKODO, Gbagura to the Egba tribe of the Yoru
Olumosawhi | e her mo Nijeetle Thesfamlharefigion was sraditional

reigi on of AOSUNO, Osun Qwurdinlleuside r hfeantcheeg r bhse r
family religion wasOrisanla or Obatola. They were white chalk and white garment
as part of their symbols; hence the ndimé f u n rcamg &oon Orisanla.

Osunti nubuds fabontil30 ynigrardsshataesettiedgunder
the leadership of Egba veteran war leader, Sodeke in 1829. They all found
common refuge under Olumo Rock at Abeokuta in 1830

The exiled Oba Adele was still in Badagry when his successor, Oba Idewu,
died. Prince Kosokoldewu Ojulari's brother, was a major contender for the now
vacant throne. Eletu Odibo, the chief kingmakbwarted Kosoko's aspiration and
Adele was invited by him to become Oba again.Tiratzompanied Adele to Lagos,
but the Oba died 2 years laterfté&x Adele's death in 1837, Tinubweportedly
supported Oluwole (her stepson) in his bid for the Obaship of Lagos over that of
Kosoko's

Oba Oluwole had recurring conflicts with Kosoko, who felt that he was the
true heir to the throneConsequently, Kosokevas banished to Ouidah. During
Oluwole's reign, Madam Tinubu remarriege Yesufu Bada, alias Obadina, who was
Oluwole's war captain and with the support of Oluw®laubu and Yesufu's trading
activities in Egbaland grew.

When Oluwole died in 1841, Tinubsupported Akitoye (her brother in law)
in his bid for theObaship over Kosoka'é\fter Akitoye emerged Oba, he granted
Tinubu favorable commerciabncessions Against the wish of his chiefs, Akitoye

invited Kosoko back to Lagos and tried toplacate h8uoon thereafter, Kosoko
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dislodged Akitoye from the throne. Considering Tinutaliimnce with Akitoye, she
and other Akitoye supporters fled to Badagry when Kosoko became Obain 1845.[15]
As a wealthy woman, Madam Tinubu was able to influence economipamidal
decisions during her time in Badagry. She tried to rally Akitoye's supporters to wage
war againskKosoka

In December 1851 and under the justification of abolishing slavery, the British
bombarded Lagos, dislodged Kosoko from the throne, andl@tsta more amenable
Akitoye as Oba of Lagog-hough Akitoye signed a treaty with Britain outlawing the
slave trade, Tinubu subverted the 1852 treaty and secretly traded slaves for guns with
Brazilians and Portuguese traders. Further, she obtained attratctand from Akitoye
which now constitutes part of the preseday Tinubu Square and Kakawa Street
Later, a conflict developed between Tinubu and some slave traders including Possu, a
Kosoko loyalist. Consequently, Possu, Ajenia, and other traders drigttigate an
uprising against Akitoyebecause of Madam Tinubu's influence in Lagos. In the interest
of peace, Benjamin Campbell, theBritish Consul in Lagos, asked Akitoye to exile
Tinubu. After Akitoye died, Tinubu returned to Lagos and gave her suppdrist
successor, Dosunmu. Under Dosunmu's reign Tinubu had a massive security force
composed of slaves and she sometimes executed orders usually given by the king. As a
result, Dosunmu grew wary of her influence in Lagos. A new development was the
colonial government's support for migrants from Brazil and Sierra Leone to settle in
Lagos. Many of the migrants, also called Saro and Aguda, were favored by the British in
commerce and soon began dominating legitimate trade in Lagos.

In 1855, when Campbell traeel to England, Tinubu tried to influence Dosunmu
to limit the influence of the returnees. Dosunmu was noncommittal to her request and
consequently, Tinubu was alleged to have played a part in an uprising against the
returnees inwhich her husband, Yesufu &la, was a major participant. When
Campbell returned in 1856, he asked Dosunmu to banish Tinubu. In May 1856,

Tinubu was banished to Abeokuta.
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TINUBU IN ABEOKUTA AS IYALODE:
In Abeokuta, Madam Tinubu traded in arms and supplied Abeokuta with

munitions in he waragainst DahomeyHer activities in the war earned her the
chieftaincy title of the Iyalode of all of Egbalandwhile in Abeokuta, she allegedly
opposed colonial policies in Lagde 1865, a fireengulfed the shops of some traders

including someof her properties in Abeokuta.

Statue of Madame Tinubu iAbeokuta, Nigeria in 2019
Tinubu died in 1887 and is buried in Ojokodo Quarters in AbeoKutabu

Square on Lagdsland, a place previously known as Independence Square, is named
after her. Ita Thubu (Tinubu'sprecinct or Tinubu Square) had long been known by
that name before the country's independeibcg, it was renamed Independence
Square by the leaders of the First Republic. A statue of Tistanas in Abeokuta
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70 NI GERI A6S FEDER(@®B71 996X T E S

Since independence the federal structure of Nigeria has changed from four
zones to now (1996) 36 federal states. As far as this publication is concerned, two
different structures had to be taken into account due to the statistical data base
available: 19 (for instance used for the calculation of thagtjsegated HDI) and 30
(for instance used for federal states plus the Federal Capital Territory (see Graph
TN1).

[Between 1988 and 1990 Nigeria had 21 States: out of the old Kaduna State
a new kKaduna State and Katsina State were created, and the oldRivessState
was split into a new CrodRiver Sate and Akwibom Sate. As no graphs or statisti
cal data for the 21 states have been used in this publication, no map is shown for this

intermedia¢ administrative division.

19 Federal States
1976-1987

Fig. 1; Nigeria's 19 states (19787)
Anambra, Bauchi, Bendel, Benue, Borno, Cross River, Gongola, Imo,

Kaduna, Kano, Kwara, Lagos, Niger, Ogun, Ondo, Oyo, Plateau, Rivers, and Sokoto.
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30 Federal States
1991-1995

Fig. 2; Nigeria's 30 states (19995).

The 30 states are: Abia, Adamawa, Aklsam, Anambra, Bauchi, Benue,
Borno, Cross River, Delta, Edo, Enugu, Imo, Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi,
Kogi, Kwara, Lagos, Nigir, Ogun, Osun, Oyo, Plateau, Rivers, Sokoto, Taraba, and
Yoba.
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36 Federal States
since 1996

Fig. 3; Nigeria's 36 states (since 1996)
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In 1996, the Head of State, His Excellency Gen. Sani Abacha, declared the
creation of six new states. Thus, as of now (end 1996) the administrative structure of
Nigeria is composed of the following states: Abia, Adamawa, Alwan, Anambra,
Bauchi, Bayelsa, Benue, Borno, Cross River, Delta, Ebonyi, Edo, Ekiti, Enugu, Gombe,
Imo, Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Kogi, Kwara, Lagos, Nassarawa, Niger,
Ogun, Ondo, Osun, Oyo, Plateau, Rivers, Sokoto, Taraba, Yoba, and Zamfara.

7.1  Nigerian Geo-Political Zones

As far as this publication is concerned, two different type of zones are mentioned;
three major zones (Northern Belt, Middle Belt and Southern Belt) and six zones-(North
East, NorthWest, Middlebelt, East, SouthVest, and South)These definions have
been caused by data, obtained through surveys, which were onlgbéeyah these
aggregates. Below a bradkvn of the zones by states (based on the 30 state structure) is
given.

Three zones

The Northern Belt is composed of théollowing states: Adamawa, Bauchi,
Borno, Jigawa, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Sokotorale, Yoba.

The Middle Belt is composed of Abia, Aambra, Benue, Enugu, Imo, Kaduna,
Kogi, Kwara, Niger and Plateau states. Finally, the Southern Belt is composed of Akwa
Ibom, Cross River, Delta, Edo, Lagos, Ogun, Ondo, Osun, Oyo, and Rivers states.

Six zones

North-Eastzone includes Adamawa, Behi, Borno, Taraba, and Yobe states.

North-West zone includes Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Jigawa, and Sokoto states.

Middle-belt zone includes Benue, Kaduna, Kogi, Kwara, Niger, and Plateau states.

Eastzone includes Abia, Anambra, Enugu, and Imo states.

SouthrWest zone includes Lagos, Ogun, Ondo, Osun, and Oyo states.

South zoneincludes Akwalbom, Cross River, Delta, Edo, and Risestates.
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7.2  Evolution of Local Governments In Nigeria

The Nigerian local government system has undergone many reforms since the
early 1950s when it was modernized and constituted on a representative basis. Before
then, colonial local administration reveld around the traditional rulers, most of
whom were illiterate. The unit of local administration was called the native authority.
Executive authority lay with the District Officelhe native authorities evolved
administrative organizations but they werd a rudimentary kind. This system of
local administration was successful only in the centralized emirates of the North.

These inhibiting characteristics began to be modified in thelB48swhen
the Western Provinces requested and obtained permissiustitute committees for
executive actionk-rom the 1950s rapid and significant changes in the political and
administrative organization of the native authorities occurred when Nigerians
began to share political power with the colonial authorities at tlegional level.
After decades of colonial domination and exploitation, the new regional governments
led by Nigerians were in a hurry to promote economic development, build social
infrastructures and provide welfare services to their people. In this endézoal
administration was perceived as a vital instrument of the desired transformation.

However, as a result of their diverse cultures and differential levels of
development, the three Regions (Eastern, Western and Northern) look different
routes to gengthen their systems of local administration for the greater role to be
assigned to them in the development effort. Before detailing the main features of the
reforms undertaken by each of the three region, it is necessary to point out that even
though hey had different approaches, their common goal was to evolve a more
participatory system of administration at the local level so as to mobilize local

resources for development more effectively).
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8.0 THE WESTERN REGION LOCAL GOVERNMENT SYSTEM

The approaclof the Western Region to the revamping of local government
was similar to that of the Eastern Region. Consequently, the impact of the reforms
was not too dissimilais in the Eastern Region, the native authorities gave way
to local government councils with were grouped in a tiered structure made up
of divisional, district andlocal councils.As in the Eastern Region too, there was
fragmentation and proliferation of local governments which weakened their financial
strength.

In terms of political structure, 75 per cent ofthe members of the
governments were popularly elected while the rest came from among traditional
rulers. Prominent traditional rulers played ceremonial roles on the councils
while executive authority was exercised by the elected councils 1953 when the
reforms started, the control and supervision of the district officer were relaxed. The
consequences were the same as ifcdstern Region and the embezzlement of funds
became rampant and government had to restore the right of the Dudfidetrs to
conduct periodic inspection of council records and an auditing of their accounts to
arrest the situation.

The local governments of the Western Region were required to recruit more
suitable staff to implement the government's ambitious soeiadldpment programmes,

a great part of which devolved on them. In spite of the relatively more advanced level of
educational development of the Region, there were still not enough qualified people
available for recruitment into local government servidee shortage was accentuated

by the unwholesome employment practices of the local governments themselves. In
recruitment exercises, they preferred a local candidate even if he was the least

qualified. Promotions were arbitrarily done and discipline was, a&sh indifferently

maintained.
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TABLE 1: Number of councils in the Old Western Region of Nigeria as at 1955
Administrative Divisional  All Purpose  District Local Total

Council District Council  Counci
Council |
Egba 2 2 6 - 9
Egbado 1 - 5 - 6
Badagry - 3 - - 3
Epe 1 - 6 - 7
Ikeja 1 3 - 4 8
Ibadan - 2 - - 2
Osun 1 - 8 - 9
liebu 1 - 9 - 10
liebu-Remo 1 - - 14 15
EKkiti 1 - 8 9
Okiti-Pupa 1 - 5 - 6
Ondo 2 1 6 2 11
Oowo 2 1 4 12 19
Ife 1 1 1 3 6
liesha 1 - 1 20 22
Oyo 1 - 6 - 6
16 13 64 55 148

Sources Western State Official Document No. 4 of 1971 on Local Government p. 10.
Given these haphazard employment practices, most qualified people shunned

local government employmentn 1957, government established the Local
Government Service Board tarecruit promote and discipline senior staff of the

local governments. Such staff as were recruited by the Board were transferrable
from one local government to another.Their salaries were partly funded by the
government in the form of a grant to the logavernments. Although the Board made
quite an improvement in staffing situation of the local governments, there were still
many staffing problems.

Everything considered, the Local Government Service Board had a salutary
impact on the administrative cajitycof the local governments and attracted and
retained quite a sizeable number of qualified staff, especially in the administrative
cadre.

-129-



Lola Tomori

CHAPTHROUR
THEPOLITICAL ORGANIZATION OF YORUBALAND

T h édulluwa Constitutiond as it emer gaglformtleok t he f
Ife had only one king, and that was Oduduwa himself, whose family became the royal
family and (in the welknown tradition of kingship in the Ife bowl) would provide
the kings in succession forevdihe city thus became one single kingdom unde
one king, and not an alliance, confederation, or federation of kingdoms

Each of the kings of the p@duduwa settlements had used to hb&lAare,
the sacred symbol of royaltfhese were now surrendered to Oduduwa so that only
Oduduwa as king of lldfe could hold theAare. With the Aare in his possession,
the king of lle-lfe became the legitimate leader of every single one of the old
settlements and their lineages, and any claims to ultimate leadership by their
former kings were thus terminatedevelybody thenceforth looked up to the king
alone as their ruler, chosen and upheld by the gods, and it becapnertigative of
the king to appoint any citizen to governmental roles and duties in the new society.

The citywas then delineated into five quard namelyMoore, llode, iremo,
Okerewe and llodeeach quarter undercuarter chief. The former kings, as found
appropriate, were appointed quarter chiefs in their quarters, and other significant
citizens were appointeguarter chiefs in other sectionkthe city. Below the level
of the quarter chiefs other chieftaincies weilastituted in every quarter.

Like Maryan and early dynastic Egyptian cities, Yoruba cities evolved in a
stable political environment created by immigrants headed by Odudineanew
comers established in the T1Century (10861150) the most indigenous political
systems ever found in pri@dustrial societies. Classical Yoruba government system
was not only hierarchical but also representatively democratic by any- pre

industrial sogety standard.
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According to Professor S. Adebanji Akintoye (2010), Oduduwa did not
establisha new system of governmentWhat he did was to take the agstem of
monarchy, which had developed and natured in Ife and other parts of Yorubaland
before his tme, and employ it in the service of a lager agglomeration of people, a
wider polity. His greatness consists in his abilityctmmceive and create a more
inclusive society with wider loyaltiesfar above the small, encrustethcient
kingdomsthat he had knowin his youth. This showing the Yoruba people in general
a new line of development.

The city of lle-Ife and its type became the pattern of existence for most of
Yorubalandmaking the Yoruba the most urbanizedpeople in the tropical African
forest, an urbnism which impacted their cultural growth in countless ways and made
them the proud possessors of what many
civilization. Hence, the designation of Oduduwa as father of the Yoruba nation.

2.1 THE STRUCTURE OF GOVERNANCE SYSTEM IN YORUBALAND
The evolution and development of the Yoruba government was unique. Every

kingdoms and sukingdoms in Yorubaland have i@ba as the head, andarefa,
the legislative body or kingmakers. In addition each family always provitdesiky
headknown asMogaji, Olori ebi, Baba Agba, Arole etc.

From the level, Yoruba had a leader who is a chief at each war of every
Yoruba town and community, known as sectional chiefs. The towns and communities
were organized according to lineages and lieelagad was usually a subordinate
chief to the Oba.

The precolonial political system carried from kingdom to kingdom. That is
the reason there was galtural government for the whole of the Yoruba people.
Here again, each kingdom was made up ofdyeital city and the surrounding
smaller towns and villages, each was relatively independent of the Dilediowest
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level of social structure was the compound, which was headed by a Bale. He was
to communicate to the people around him about any views

In this system, there are responsible to the Council of Chiefs for smooth
administration of the kingdongectional headplay important in the community. At
the head of Government was the Oba who is the centre of attraction in any
community. Truly,no Yoruba Oba adually made decisions for the people. The
decisions were made by theuncil of chiefs or Obasin-Council, and often all he
did was to uphold the decisions and announce them through the chiefs as his
decisions.

2.2 THE VARIETIES IN STRUCTURES AND LEADERSHIP OF
COUNCIL OF CHIEFS (IGBIMO ILU) IN YORUBALAND
(a) Introduction:

In the precolonial political system, there were aksectional headsvho are
responsible to th€ouncil of Chiefs for smooth administration of the kingdom.
Sectional headsplay important rolesin the community. At the head of the
government was the Oba who is the centre of attraction in any community.

Truly, no Yoruba actually made decisions for his people. The decisions
were made by the Council of Chief's or Oban-Council, and often all he didwas
to uphold the decisions anc&innounce them through the chiefs as his decisions.

(b) Structure and Leadership of Council of Chiefs:

i) lle-Ife: The Ife kingdom started the unique systenbichmeral system
of government by creatirtgvo legislative housespneis the 8 wise men,
the Outer chiefs headed by Obalufe of Ife (or Orunto). The Inner
Chiefs were 8 special men lead by Lowa.

i) Ibadan: The Ibadan kingdom, or city state aladopted bicameral
systemof government under the military republican system by crgati
two legislative houses, one is led®tun Olubadan (former Otun Baale)

and the otheBalogun. The council chiefs are also the Kingmakers.
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ii)

The rest of the Yoruba Kingdoms settled for timecameral system of
single legislative house-or example:

Oyo Kingdom: Oyo kingdom adoptednicameral system. High Chief
Basorun of Qyois the head of the king makers and legislative house. It
is calledOyomesi.

In the Council of state of the Alaafin and So of Oyo Empire, the members
of the military professions, (regsented by the Esos and headed by the
OnaKakanfo), were not included. THbadans solved the problem in
their local administration by alternating the headship of the
settlement between the civil and the military establishment§N.A.

Fadipe in his Sociologof the Yoruba).

iv) Other Kingdoms:

1

T
T

High Chief Obanla of Mesais the head of Kingmakers and legislative
house.
Lisa of Ondo Kingdom s the head of lwarefa or kingmakers

Also Lisa of ljebu-Odeis the head ofkingmakers.

Separation of power between t©ba asthe executive, the lwarefa,as the

legislative and theOsugbo or Ogboni,as the judiciary, was them direct system of

democracy; that had been in existence before the arrival of the colonial masters.

A 19th century white American missionary, William H. Gley has this to

say abouthe Yoruba system of government.

fiThe highest excellence of the best government among the whit@lpeo

consists in constitutional lseck and balances, to prevent abuses of power. Strange

as it may seem, the Yoruba people had stddaut the balances of power and

reduced it to practice long before the barons of England had extorted the great

charter.
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2.3  Family Lineages and Compounds

Within each quarter as analyzed earlier, there are compounds, within each
compound are family lineagesand belongs to family lineages. To own land in Ife
and Yoruba towns, one must belong to a family. The rights of an individual as a
citizen or a civic member of altu derived from his or her membership in an lle
(House) was needed not only for residanpurposes but, more importantly, for
administration (e.g. for public work and taxation) and political representation (e.g.,
access to the political office). The ile was also the conduct for enjoying the benefits
of citizenship (e.g. protection), and gaig access to land and other resources. Hence,
the rights and potentiality of an individual and his or her citizenship ifiuheere
rooted in thele.

The groups (lineages) in lle defined their external boundaries and internal
homogeneity in relation tthe otheiile through different but complementasgcial,
ritual, political, and economic practices.

The inter-house differentiation also manifested in the number and
importance of hereditary chieftaincy titles that each ile had access to in the central
government, and in the types of land resources thdeamntrolled. Each ile was
supposed to provide ungie services to its ilu in the areas of knowledge and skills,
public works, and defense.

The Yorubailu (town) was, therefore, by its constitution, etdrogeneous
entity composed of complementary and compeilingOne of the primary duties of
the divineobawas to serve as the binding and enabling force for this competitive and
complementary corporate diversity. The annual cycle of rituals that focustte
king, the weekly market fairs, public works (e.g. road maintenance and construction
of city or town walls); defense, and interarriages between the Houses were some

of the ways that the divergent interests of the urban populace were harmonized.
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2.4  Structure of Yoruba Traditional Towns or Kingdoms:

Before the crisis of the nineteenth century, there was usually onl@bae
or BAALE in a town. The functions performed by an OBA and Baale were similar
in each kingdom. The OBA was not at an absaluier. It is true that as the executive
head of the government to exercised considerable powers, particularly over the
common people.

In any event the powers of the Obas were checked many ways. An Oba did
not rule his town or kingdom alone. He did so tbge with aCouncil known as
Igbimo. In some places the Ighimo had specific names. They were called the
Oyomesi in Oyo,the llamuren in ljebu -Ode, the Ogboni of Egba towns, the
Ilwarefa in Ife, ljesa, Ekiti and Ondo townsandOlubadan-in-Council in Ibadan.

Administratively and judicially, each town was divided into a number of
wards or quarters known generaliyg adugbobut which may have specific names.

At the head of Adugbo was an ljoye (chief)abori itun in some areas. An adugbo
was made of a numbef agboile (compoundg. Each compound is headed by a
Bale or olori ebi (head of the compound or head of the family that is the extended
family). While the ljoye had a specific title and his appointment must be confirmed
of approval by theOba, that of the Bale was an informal title not requiring the
approval of the Oba.

Before the Yoruba Civil War of (1728 1893) there were 26 kings, but
today, there are sever al hundred O60Kingsdé o
crowns and claim descent of Oduduwa anfi@duduwa.The increased number of
Obas has resulted from the granting to some town chiefs whaBaatesor Olojas

the right to wear beaded crowns since the onset of theetfury civil wars.
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There were categories of Obas or head of a town befereivh wars in the
old Oyo Empire because of the population, size and spatial extent of the Empire.
There were also several large towns and an innumerable number of rural
communities. Each major town was headed biigh Chief (kinglet) whosesocio
politi cal statuswas higher than that of awdinary Baale who ruled small town
village or hamlet.

Notable among th©yo kinglets, according to Oluremi I. Obateru (2003),
wre theOnikoyi of Ikoyi, the Olofa of Ofa, the Okere of Saki the Akirun of
Ikirun , the Onibode of Igbohg the Onjo of Okeho, the Olugbon of Igbon and
Aresa of Iresa all of whom were responsible to the Alaafinlasy were not kings

In Yorubaland, kingship and senior chieftaincy title are hereditary in the same
family hereditary not necesdlgrfrom father to son. The hereditary families were,
other things being constant, the descendants of the earliest king who was the founder
of the city (or in special cases an usurper) on his death, a king succeeded by his eldest
son, and oenthbyhis nekt autvivirgrroteer, kingship was restricted to
the children or grandchildren of the first king.

Succession to the senidforuba chieftaincies also followed the above
hereditary principle. The right of succession was restricted to a fixederuof
families. Although the selection of a senior chief was the prerogative of the king, he
was basically selected by the members of his family.

The hereditary principle also applied to the priesthood of most deities. Ifa
divination, which demanded hightelligence and acquired expertise, was the only
significant exception to the hereditary principle.

Yoruba chieftaincy titles were hierarchal, that is ranked into several grades.
Broadly, there was the king at the pinnacle of the state pyramid, folloywekle

senior chiefs, the quarter chiefs, with the Baales at the Base.
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As stated above, only kingship and the senior chieftaincy titles were
hereditary.

Between the death of Aole ktv96and British annexation of Lagos 1861,
new political experiments eveloped among the new and reconstituted politics,
ranging frommilitary autocracy to military republicanism andfederation system
(Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran 2020).

The differences of the military governance system in the nineteenth century.
For instane, Ibadan adoptenhilitary aristocracy between 1833 and 1850 when
Oluyedun, Oluyole, Oderinlo and Opeagbe ruled Ibadan. But, during the reign of
Baale Ajayi Oyesile Olugbode (18511.864), Ibadan adopted military republicanism
comprising civil andnilitary chiefs ljaye adoptednilitary dictatorship , while the
Egba adoptedilitary federalism, and military tendencies became evident in all.

2.5 IN-BUILT SEPARATION OF POWERS:
The democratic monarchial political organization instituted by Oduduwa

provided for theseparation of power to make life and the liberty of the subjects
otherwise, it would be exposed to arbitrary manipulation. Each organ of the
government has to be a check upon the other. That is, Yoruba monarchial political
system was based on devolutidrpowers within the organs of hereditary chiefs, the
executives, the judiciary and legislative power and kingmakers.
A 19" Century white American missionary, William H. Clerke, has this to
say about the Yoruba system of government:
AThe hialleres déf theebest government among the white
people consist in constitutional check or limits to prevent abuses of
power. Strange as it may seem, the Yoruba people had studied out
these balances of power and reduced it to practice long before our
fathers settled in America, before the barons of England had

extorted the great chartero.
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The precolonial political system varied from kingdom to kingdom. That is
the reason there was no central government for the whole of the Yoruba people. Here
again each kingdom was made up of the capital city and the surrounding smaller
towns and villagesand relatively independent of the other, the lowest level of social
structure was theompoundwhich was headed by Bale or Mogaji or Olehi.

Decision Making Process
At the head of the government was ba who is the attraction in any

community. Truly, noYoruba Oba actually made decisions for his people. The
decisions were made by tkheuncil of Chiefs or Oba-in-Council, and often all he

did was to uphold thalecisions and announce them through the chiefs as his
decisions.

The civil participation has been the characteristics of the Yoruba society.
Nearly all the public works and improvements of olden days were carried out with
communal efforts which were regularly employed to contract and repair roads,
palace buildings, public building and to clear sacred groves or perform any other
duties of national communal interests.

2.6 DEVELOPMENT OF NEW POLITICAL EXPERIMENTS IN

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

Ibadan emerged as the dominant state in the region in 1840 following its
defeat of llorin Jihadists. The young state had proved to be the most resilient avenger
of the Old Oyo Empire humiliation during the Eleduwe War three years earlier, but
its own draconia style of imperialism led to provincial revolts and a sixtgear
war (the Ekitiparapo war) that pilled a regional alliance against Ibadan between 1877
and 1893 (Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran, 2010).
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In the aftermath of the fall of the Old Oyo Empmew political experiments
developed among the new and reconstructed polities, ranging from military
autocracy to military republicanism and federation system The institution of
Oba remained the apex of social order in most areas, but it remained sulijeet to
mi | i t ar iofthe dnse inavhidivardords often usurped the powers of the oba
and the civil authorities. Uniquelyhadan (a former camp) rejected monarchy
and adopted military republicanism as the model of its governance.

In all these experinrgs, the ile continued to serve as the basic unit of
organization, Its membership was now far more heterogeneous than ever before
because of the massive regiwitde demographic breakup and displacement, lead to
the aggregation of people of diverse backgubinto the new ile and ilu that sprouted
up throughout the region.

2.7 THE DEVELOPMENT OF IBADAN MILITARY REPUBLICAN

CONSTITUTION

When Basorun Oluyole died in 1847 according to Professor Toyin Falola in
2012, a government dominated by warriors (Militaryséocracy) had family taken
root. His successo®mololu Opeagbe(18561851) becaus®alogun Oderinlo
died giving way for theOtun Balogun Olajumoke, also died giving way for
Opeagbe, from Ogbomoso. He also assumed office on the basis of his military
strengh and he appointed others to higher offices purely on the basis of their military
qualities. The warriors were in control of the political systems for most of the
nineteenth century, as active ones, they benefited from the wars, as retired, they

benefitedfrom the control of political institutions.
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By 1851during the reign of Baale Ajayi Oyesile Olugbode (18511864), a
well-defined political arrangement which put the military at the helm of affairs had
been fashioned out. Essentially, there were fategories of Chiefgwo civil and
two military. The creation of the four categorissowshow the political system
developed from the military line initially created in thd830sduringthe reigns of
Oluyedun and Oluyole.The addition of the civil lines &s in response to the need
for a permanent set of rules who could see to the administration of Ibadan when the
military men were out of town.

(i) The First Civil Line:

The firstcivil line was headed by the Baale (the title was changed to Olubadan
in 1936). Hewas the leader the town and to him and his lieutenants (the Otun Baale,
Osi Baale, Eketa Baale, Asipa, Ekerin and Maye) fell the primary responsibility of
maintaining law and order in Ibadarhecivil leaders were war veteransvho were
war veterans who &re supposed to combine military experience with old age and
political experience.

(i) The Second Civil Category:

The secondcivil categoryof officers was of less political importance. This
was thelyalode line, consisting ofwomen chiefs T h e | yluwehceldrgeys i nf
depended on her personality and not on any definite political power which she was
supposed to wiled by the constitution. According to Professor Toyin Falola (2012),
those who were chosen were probably because there were either sutcedsis|
or lya Olorisa, or lya Onisegun known for their mystical power, the lyalode
established some degree of powere and of influence in the town.

(i) The Two Military Chieftaincy Categories:

The two military Chieftaincy categories were those of Ba&ogun and

Seriki.

- 140-



Lola Tomori

(a) The Balogun Line:

That of Balogun( i L or d iconsisted of thg most important and
bravest warriors. Real political power lay not with theivil chiefs but with the
Balogun hierarchy of chiefs No important political decision, domestic ordan
must be taken without their consent. The office of Balogun (the title for the head of
all the chiefs in the line) commanded the greatest respect, prestige, and influence in
Ibadan. The title went to a man, according to Professor Toyin Falola (20k2)yas
regarded as the most leading and most competent warrior in theHewmas heir
apparent to the headship of Ibadan At death of eBaale, the office must first be
offered to the Balogun who could accept it if he had made his mark and future, or
reject it if he felt he had not made sufficient wealth and fame.

According to Professor S. Adebanji Akintoye (2010) most of the accounts of
the nineteenth century wars ceetaround the history of the refugee settlements
such as Abeokuta Ibadan, ljaye andoGand the Islamic kingdom of llorin in the
north which became one of the most powerful states of the Yoruba people

(a) ADOPTION OF MILITARY ARISTOCRACY

The civil war in Yorubaland that Bulani war, and theOwu war that led to
the establishment of tieT h iamdl p r e s e made it ckear that there would
be the need to establisfilitary rule after the Oyelbadanvictory at theGbenamu
war. Other reasong/ERE ACCORDING TO Professor Toyin Falola (2011);

T I'badands ori gin @um-Ogerewarin 1825anmtheaf t er t h

Influx of soldiers to the settlements in its early years. In the circumstances,
the soldierdiadto govern themselves

1 Secondunsettled political crisisin Yorubaland early in the nineteenth

cent ury castate efdmilifarg prepdred n e sos niilitary
aristocracy. To survive among the competing Yoruba states and

withstand theFulani attack, Ibadan distinguish warriors, irrespective of
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their lineage and background, could be rewarded with titles and promoted

from a lower to a higher dtfe. Because of theromotional systemmany

soldiers who believed they were competent aspired to power.
(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF REPUBLICAN SYSTEM

Ibadan gradually settled down after this confusion and established the

republican system of governmenfs it took sha p e, I

badanos

government was strange to Yoruba culture and traditionsin the aftermath of the

fall of Oyo Empire new political experiments developed among the new and

reconstituted polities, ranging from military autocracy to military repubisraand

the federal system. Ibadan, a former war camjgcted monarchy and adopted

military republicanism as the model of its governance in 1851 comprising Civil and

Military chiefs during the reign of Baale Ajayi Oyesile Olugbode (18864).
THE MILIT ARISTIC STATES BUILDERS OF

DATE
18257 1833

18337 1836

18361 1849

184071 1850

18501 1851

18517 1864

18641 1865

1865i 1867

18677 1870

18701 1871

THE THIRD IBADAN

CIVIL
Maye Okunade

Basorun
Oluyole

lyande

OpeAgbe

Ajayi
Olugbode

Oyesile

Basorun
Ogunmola
Orisaguna

Orowusi

T 182571 1893
MILITARY REMARKS
Labosinde & Lakanle No defined Government
structure

Aare Oluyedun
Afonja

Alesinloye and
Oderinlo Odeyinka

Oderinlo Odeyinka
Lajumoke died
before him
Balogunlbikunle
Telu

Balogun Ibikunle
Tetu
BalogunAkere

BalogunAkere

Ajobo
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18711 1885 Obadoke Latosisa Ajayi Jegede He refused the title d3aale.
Ogboriefon He preferred the Aare title
18851 1893 - Ajayi Osungbekun He combined both civil and

military nut he was denied the
right to become Baale after th

Kiriji war

18931 1895 Fijabi Akintola Post war Chieftaincy
Arrangement

18951 1897 Osuntoki Olosun  Akintola Akintola rejected the title of

Baale and Osuntoki from Otul
Baale became the Baale for
the first time

1897 - 1900 Basorun Fajinmi  Akintola and The Town Council was
Babalola inaugurated by the British
Government

2.8  The Structure of Governance in Ibadan

According to Yoruba tradition, a®ba or Baaledoes not rule the town or
kingdom alone but he does it with the assistance of Council of chiefs (IGBIMO) such
as Oyo Mesi, llamuren, Ogboni and Ihare.

Ibadan, Ife, Apomu, OdeOmu, settle for unique bicameral system of
government by creating two legislative housealthoughObalufe is the head of
kingmakers in llelfe, in Ibadan bicameral house headshipddated between Otun
Olubadan and the Balogun.

In the unicameral system;Basorun isthe head of Oyo Mesi, High Chief
Obanla of llesa is the head of the kingmakers, Lisa of Ondo Kingdom is the head of
lwarefa or kingmakers same with ljebde.Risapetu is the head of lwarefa and
second in commandto the Oba-Ajalaye of Ipetu-ljesa, who form Ajalaiye-in-
Council (Prince Adelegan Adegbola 2009).

In Ibadan, froml8500f the 19" century, all the principal figures, according
to Professor Toyin Falola (2012), in the two principal categories of chiefs (i.e. the
Balogun and theBaale) must be represted in the Igbimo llu (town council) or the
Baale-in-Council. These were about ten in numbBaale, Balogun, Otun Baale,

Otun Balogun; Osi Baale, Osi Balogun, Asipa Baale, Asipa Balogun, Ekerin
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Baale, and Ekerin Balogun They all met inBa al e 6 s e to dediberdte anc
important matters of administration, laws were made and revievoedulswere
appointed to represent Ibadan in other towns and wars were declared when necessary.

Ibadan military system of government had three main featlrabe first
place, leadership was collective.

Few chiefs were powerful enough orweld dictatorial political powers.

Power was concentrated inthel gbi mo |1l ud made wup.to ten |
There were leaders like Basorun Oluyole (183849) and Aare ObadoKkeatosa

(187171 1885) who were dictatorial but their exercise were checked by other senior

warriors. Even in the case of the two rulers had to get the support of some other

leading warriors for their actions,

Second, the appointment of chiefs was not herdadry. Titles were
achieved through oneds ability as a sol die
higher post. This meant that persons of very diverse origin could aspire to the position
of Baale (later Olubadan) and indeed no less than three Baaleslah Ibave been
Owu, others from Owydle, Ogbaagba and Ogbomoso to mention a few apart from
Lagelu and Maye Okunade fromite.

Thus, communal differences had little political significance and the diverse
groups tended fuse together in a common Ibadan itignin the opposite manner
to Egba who preserved their original town and even village identities within the
single circumerence of the walls of AbeokutdZhe Ibadan system also had another
significance for as positions within tleternal hierarchy depemled on reputation
and strength of onedés military foll owing,
built-in feature of the system (Professor Toyin Falola, 2012, Professor Bolanle Awe
- The Rise of Ibadan as a Yoruba Power 185893).
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In view of thelarge size of the metropolis and the empine,administration
wasdecentralizedwith every warrior chiethaving an area of influenceithin the
city and in the colonies. Within Ibadan itseiieage heads (Mogajiwho could be
warriorsexercised consetable authority omembers of their compounds. Most of
the steps they took and the laws they made were based on the unwritten constitutions
of every linage and they reflected the personality of the leader.
Thelineage head (Mogaji)must administer the cgmound, the lineage land
and other property. He settle quarrels among members and intervened in disputes
between members of his compounds and those of others. He tried as much as possible
to prevent anything that could threaten the continues survival dingege and
compound as an entity and those incidents which could bring his people to disrepute.
Prof. Bolanle Awe commented upon the advantage of appointing and promoting
people largely by merit:
AThi s met hod of selection me ant t h:
leadership where it could best be found. Absence of hereditary
succession also ensured that the government cidan was never
left in the hands of minors or men unfit to rule who has only
succeeded to | eadership by virtue of
Indeed, those w distinguished themselves at lbadan were from diverse
origins, for example, Baosrun Oluyole (18331849) from Oyelle, Balogun
Odeyinka Oderinlo (18351850), Balogun Ibikunle (18511864) from Ogbomoso;
Basorun Ogunmola (18651867) was a native ofdsu near Iwo and Aare Obadoke
Latosa (1811 1885) was from llora near Oyo. The earliest leadédduyedun and
Oluyole, tried to make Ibadan a secure place for hundreds of other migrants who
joined the new town in the 1830s
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By 1851,Ibadanhad grown ito a huge centres with an estimated population
of between 60,000 and 100,000. New areas, notably in the northeast, had to be
occupied, and the town covered an estimated argeeoty-six square kilometres
in the 1850s.The wall enclosing the buHtip sedbn (Ibikunle defence wall) was
sixteen kilometres in circumference, with four major gates lead to Abeokuta, Oyo,
Ilwo, and ljebu, ljebu and several minor ones leading to various farms and villages.
Within the walls were hundreds of compounds, churchesdd€iun the south,
Ogunpa in th@orthwestand Aremo in the also mosques, all belonging to the church
Missionary Society) and also mosques, with another large praying ground in the
northeast. Thus, within a shdmne, Ibadan became the largest @tgte in

nineteenth century Yoruba
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CHAPTER FIVE
RECONSTRUCTING THE HISTORY AND
MYTHOLOGY UNRAVELLING LAGELU AS
THE ANCESTRAL FOUNDER OF IBADAN

1.0 WRITING A NEW HISTORY OF IBADAN:

AEverything has a Historyo is a recent
Association aimed at affirming the evearest qualities of historical understanding
in everyday lives and multiple scales from personal decisions and household
budgeting to public policiegProfessor Akinwumi Ogundiran, 220)

The reconstruction of Ibat history is based on the culturastory of the
Yoruba people imelation to the origins and growth of their cities before the Yoruba
civil war which lasted for 100 years (172893) when the British took over the
administration of Yoruba country.

Urbanevolution started with the arrival of Oduduwa, the acclaimed Yoruba
ancestorHe developed a strong citystate to provide the needed political power
after the unification of the thirteen aborigine communities ififdeand regrouped
them into five origial quarters namelytare, llode, Okerewe, Moore and Irema

The city of llelfe and its type became the pattern of existence for most of
Yorubaland, making the Yoruba the most urbanized people in the tropical African
forest, an urbanism which impacted thailtural growth in countless ways and made
them the proud possessor of what many r
vacillation. That is why Oduduwa was designated as the father of the Yoruba
nation.

Moreover, life in the growing city was changingnrany ways, according to
Professor S. Adebanji Akinytoye (2010). Téla (lineage) and its agbo ile (lineage
compound) remained thdasic building block of societyin the urban setting (and
would so remain till the twentieth ($Pcentury), buurban life rubbed off much of
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the preOduduwa rigidities and exclusiveness of that structure. Tradesmen, artisans,
traders has a larger customer base to serve in one single community, an
unprecedented opportunity to prosper, and urban competition stimulated

professimalism and excellence, cityased professionals of all types emerged.

According to the report of UM abitat in 2008urbanization or city creation
predates colonialism in many African countries Apart from Egypt; wher@rban
civilization dates back 5,000egrs, several cities in another African regions have
centuries old histories. Early urban development has been recorded during the
Sudanese Empire of 1800A.D, the Mali Empire of 1500A.D. and Songhai Empire
of 800A.D.

These important historical artefactsetcities, flourished as a result of their
location along the tranrSahara trade routes, emphasizing their importance as
catalysts in soci@conomic intefrelations. Powerful local rulers enhanced the
evolution of these early cities into effective nodeshofman development and as
engines of economic and social growth. Some of the prominent anciecdlpneal
cities of the region includeBamako, Gao. Timbuktu, Ouagadougou, Agades,
Begho, Benin, Ibadan, llelfe, llorin, Kumasi, and Oyo.

Between 2" and13" Centuries, the royal princes and princesses of Oduduwa
went out from Ifeto found their own kingdoms (or states) that were inhabited by
homogenouso ethnics gr ou fe OwuSAkuwetOyowe r e
Ondo, ljesha, Egba ljebu, Ila, Owo and EKkiti.

Apart from theroyal migration from Ife to establish old kingdoms
according to Chief M.A. Fabunmi (1983here were also towns as ancient as these
kingdoms such a®gbomoso and Kisi founded by Ibariba citizens or princess,
Osogbo founded by Timein and Larooye in 1670 A.D. Saki founded by Ogun
and Ede founded during the reign of Alaafin Kori and ShagamuPrince Adekola

Telu, the ancestor of the Ruling Dynasty of lwo was the first son of Luwo Gbagida,
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the only female Ooni of Ife in the ¥5%entury But Olumade Parin, the son of the
fifth ruler founded Iwo iNL609A.D.duringthe reign of Alaafin Ajagbo, the son of
Alaafin Obalokun (15961610).

With the defeat of thdlupe brigands Oyo emerged as the dominant state
in the Yoruba savannah His succesor, Obalokun maintained the moment@ne
of the most celebrated warriorkings in Oyo history, Obalokun used the restless
spirit of his soldiers to accelb80sasad e Oyoods
the first decade of the seventeenth centughting wars in many directions in
Igbomina, east central Ekiti, Upper ogun, Egba and the Yewa Ogun age
(Professor Akinwumi Ogundiran, 2020).

Lagelu was conferred with Jagun of Yorubaland (159600) byAlaafin
Obalokun because of his military prowedsefore Alaafin Ajagbo, the son of
Obalokun institutionalized the office of Aa@naKakanfo in1640(Akinyele, Kemi
Morgan and Alaafin Lamidi Adeyemi IlI).

Thegrandmother of Lagelu, Luwo Gbagida,the wife ofObaloran, one of
the High Chiefs of Ooni, reigrd in the fifteenth century, he was also the mother of
Prince Adekola Telu, the ancestor of Oba Olumade Parin, the founder and first Oluwo
of lwo, Lagelu was born at Degelu compound, Ok&so in lle-Ife to the son of
Orunto, the Obalufe of Ife (ooni Adeyey@gunwusi, Ojaja Il, 2016).

According to Ogundiran (2020), oral traditions craditvo Gbagida, listed
as the 18 and a female king, with the draining of many ravines ififdeand with
the paving of the major thoroughfares of the city with potsherash&hbeen judged
harshly on the oral tradition for the human tells that resulted from the exacting forced
labour involved in the building project. But Ogundiran ascribed her as stock character
in Ife oral traditions for whateverost-sixteenth-century historiansof Ife considered

to be an embodiment of bad leadership.
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Betweenl575 and 1590Benin Kingdom established iliseral control as far
as Lagos, where it set updlitary base after over poweringhte Aworis in Isheri
and Ebute-Metta during the reigrof ObaBenin called Orhogbua (Akin Ogundiran,
2020).

2.0 THE THIRD EMERGENCE OF IBADAN CITY STATE:

After the fall of Owulpole, Olowu Akinjobi was given land to settle near
Ibadan on the site known as Oviagbere (1.B. Akinuele and Baale Erunmu). But
Profesor Akinlawon Mabogunje and Professor J. Omer Cooper in the Bvakjn
Yoruba History at page 64 saidthe most likely explanation seems to be that a
guarrel between lIbadan and tiefugee settlement of OweOgbere broke out and
the allied army was callemh as it had been in the struggle betwé&zorun and
Idomapa. Owu-Ogberewas destroyed and the army then took possession of Ibadan,
squeezing out its original Lagelu descendants (not Egba) population. The settlement
of the composite army in Ibadan markée beginning o new phasean the long
chain of events which began at #fygomu market.

According to Professor Toyin Falola (2012), Each major Yoruba subgroups
in the settlement had tis separate quarterfagdo v e r nThelfe and Oyo, the
most predomiant groups in the community, inhabited the hilly are®¢fa 6 ba an d
Mapo; the ljebu lived in Isale-ljebu, to the southeast of Mapo, and tEgba
clustered together around Yeosa. Maye Okunade, the commander of the Ife army,
after Shingunshin had returned lfe, was regarded as leader of all the various
sections in the community.

In the atmosphere of intense personal rivalry between the war chiefs, quarrels
were not infrequent (Toyin Falola, Akin Mabogunje, 1971). Soon after the settlement
at IbadanL.amodi, a prominenEgba leader shot an influentialfe leader, named
Ege with a pistol in the course of an altercation. A scrimmage at once broke out.

Lamodi was killed and a considerable body of Egba, fearing further vengeance, fled
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the town.Under the leadeship of Sodekethey succeeded in beating off all attacks
and making their way to the naturally defensible site of Abeokuta in 1830.
3.0 THE FOUNDING OF THE FIRST IBADAN IN THE 16 ™ CENTURY
In a paper delivered by the late High chief (Dr.) J.A. Ayorinde titled
fiDemocracy And Obashi p: at®atisHall USiversity pwf o f | bad
Ibadan on 1 October, 1983, he confirmed that: The founder of IbadanLagslu
who was the first legendary traditional and crowned head of IbadanHe was a
chieftain from Ife,andévh os e popul ar appelmadat(@aa was 0Or
paotalbon maja), a fastidious nosoldier and professional blacksmith whose main
function was to wrought or manufacture bullets for use of hunters and soldiers.
Before setting out on his journeyith his entire household, he consulted the
Ifa oracle for the purpose of prying into the future of his proposed adventurous bid.
As a result of the consultatiomith Ifa, Osemeji (OseMeji) was the Odu Corpus
prescribed for himBot h Ok e 6 b a ehjnShranesa r ©s@aow at Oj adb
where the Olubadan of Ibadan including Bales who reigned before 1936 were
crowned by Labosinde, the Oluwo of Ibadan
The site on which Ibadan was founded was originally knowiglas-Ipara
(Ipara Forest). The root of this Ipardree has always been well souglfter by
hunters and soldiers for the preparation of-@dtoncoction for hardihood of a sort
ofi Mar i j orA h a o ofitha day.
Chief Ayorinde went further that the city of Ibadan was founded an
interfacebetweenthe forest and the savannah areasespectively, and was given
the descriptive name &ba-Odan by the travelers who were giving theirtravelers
an idea of where they met with their caravans. The raBebGd a rediptically
becaméi E b a 6 dntl it mow becamdi | b a chgerong market centre of repute
Chief (Dr.) M.A Fabunmi, the OdoleAtobaseof-llef e i n hi s book tit

The Genesis of Yoruba Racedo published in 1
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page 46 that: il bad achiefdrarsllelfe awhomwedsecadlledby a war
Lagel and nicknamed OrdpataMaja. He hailed from Atiki compound in the llare
ward oflle-Ifeo. However, Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Enitan, Ojaja Il confirmed
that Lagelu was born at DEGELU Compound, OkeEso, Ajamapo
neighbourhood in lle-Ife.
In the Nigerian Tribune of Friday $0January 2009.The Ooni Sijuade
Okunade Olubuse lloflle-l f e replied the Alaafin of Oyo
foll ow: AThe first f ouAdbeéageluwbs aldilkeetdgoan, know
of OoniLuwo Gbagida, who had a beaded crown with fringe benefits sent to settle in
Ibadaninl 4 1 0 Ko Was founded bPlumade Pariu, the grandson dPrince
AdekolaTeluof t he same mot her with Lagelu in 16(
I.B. Akinyele (1911)describedcthe first Ibadan as a nodal town with 16
gates and a population of about 100,000 people having access to the
neighbouring towns of Oyo, Egba, ljebu and Ife Thus, Ilbadan was
demographically important to the old Oyo Kingdom and must have contributed to the
trarsformation of the society in the ®@&entury before Oydle was sacked during
the reign of Alaafin Onigbogi (1530542) according to J.A. Atanda (1971).
Moreover, with increasing population and its location of Ibadan at the
interface of savannah with tharest region, Ibadan had produced a huge and growing
market for food producers and manufactures especially with the flourishing 70
blacksmith in the town manufacturing guns and farming implements. The estimated
100,000 population of Ibadan was comparabldnemerchant citiesof Europe such
asBrugeswith a population of 100,000 ih500 A.D; Venicewith a population of
100,000 to 150,000 it600A.D.and Amsterdam with a population of 200,000 in
1700A.D. (Fernand Braudel, Civilization and Capitalism. 16817 9 ) .
According to Myers and Owusu (2008), the population of some African cities

that existed prior tdl500ssuch as (Cairo, Tunidbadan, Jenneand Kano) had

-152-



Lola Tomori

population sizes that were comparable to many European cities prior to the rise of
European dies powers, while other areas were essentially devoid of-tge
urbanism.

3.1 Lagelu as a Warrior-Chief:

(a) Invasion of Oyo-lle by Nupe:

Never before had a group of attackers ravaged such a vast landscape as the
Nupe militarists did in the northern and deal Yoruba area lasting for at least four
generations (c&4401550 according to AkinwumOgundiran (2020). These attacks
marked the first regional offensive against the Yoruba community as a group. Their
devastating impacts on t/o, Igbomina, Okunard Ekiti areas created the longest
unrest that the region had ever faced, and they tested the political efficacglof its
fraternity ideology according to Professor Akinwumi Ogundir@920.

In the attack of Oyo by Nupe (153%42) during the reign of Ahfin
Onigbogi,Lagelu as Balogun of Ife was involved fighting on the side of Yoruba
army. When Oyo army realized that they lacked the military hardware diubpe,
humiliated but defianthe Alaafin Onigbogi and his chieftains retreated and began
planning the Oyo comeback in exile. In the wake of the evacuation of Oyo,
AlaafinOnigbogi sought refuge in the Ibariba country at Gber®n the return of
Oyo to Igboho, Lagelu was conferred with Jagun of Yoruba Kingdom by Obalogun
(1588- 1600). His son, Alaafidjagbo, instituted the office of Aas®naKakanfo in
16400A.S. to strengthen the Oyo army and reduce the influence of thbM€&¥yo
This was between 1620 and 1658 after which he was succeedédadiyn
Odarawu, followed byAlaafin Kanran .

(b) Invasion of Iddo by Benin Army:

A band of Yoruba, led bygunfunminire (1425-1505) from the royal
family of Sooko left lle-Ife in the early 18 Century to found a new settlement,

according to Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, Ojaja Il and Chief (Dr.)
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M.A Fabunmi(1985), the Odolé&tebase of Ife. They appear to have settlddtsdri,
on theOgun river, about 12miles as the crow files from the present town to Lagos.
The settlers spread southwardsBbute-Metta, on the mainland oppositeldo
Island, where a town @as built and farming began.
It was not very long after the move to Iddo the first invasion from Benin army
(15051578 during the reign of Orohgbua, the then Oba of Benin (23 3)took
place However under thieadership of Ogunfunminire, BalogunLagelu from lle-
Ife andOba Agura of Gbagura jointly fought theking ofBeni ndés,asdo| di er s
they were repulsed. Subsequent attacks met with no better success, because, between
1573 and 1590Benin established its literal control as far as Lagos, whereupsaet
military base(Dr. J.A. Atanda, 1980)
3.2  Destruction of the First Ibadan
The Al aaf i nrépesemative ioftSangawas expected to the full
as a means of supporting his authority. Basgo cultwas spread to every town
likewise Egungun secretcult eelier imposed by Tapa at Kusu when the Oyos were
resorting from exile of Bariba country, under the influence of Alaafin and organized
in a hierarchy centered in the palace of
themselvessango priests This addedd their authority at the curts of vassal rulers
who were nevertheless divine kingship intheirown right. The internal struggle of
Basorun Gaba period (17541774) had naturally distracted attention from the
outlying parts of the empire and while centahtrol was weakenetl, he Al aaf i nds
representatives acted as petty despots exploiting their position in their own

interest.
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Thus therfirst Ibadan was destroyed by the Alaafin of Oyo arimgcause
its habitants revealed the secret of the Egungun (masquemte).Lagelu and a host
of survivors of Oyo invasion were said to have taken refuge on Eleyele hill. Here it
is said, Lagelu and his children and other settlers suffered great hardship. They were
subjected to hunger and has to feed on Snails and Orogmplés). See the map of
Eleyele Hill and Eleyele Lake.
Secondly, in the Egba country, thari provoked the people to desperation,
and a bold leadet,isabi, came forward to lead the movement of liberation. When
they felt strong, Lisabi gave the signal ttte secrete resistanceanovement by
ordering the assassinationofthé¢ aaf i nds | | ari 1 nantdthie home t
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was followed by a general massacre in wtogkr 600 llaris are said to have been
killed (Professor Akin Mabogunje and J. Omer Coaper fiOwu i n Yoruba Hi
-1971).

When Alaafin Abiodun had established himself on the th{@i&41789),
he attemptedrecomquest of the Egba country. But faced by strong internal
organization of thécgba confederacyand theirsuperior knowledgef the errain,
his attempts ended in failure. The Oyo army was trapped in an ambush and routed.
Egba independence was assured.

However Alaafin Abiodun, according Rev. Samuel Johnson (1921 page 187)
avenged the alleged insultlgiye when he was trading in pata by Baale of ljaiye
son. He ordered his destruction of the toljaye was then an Egba townWith the
death of Alafin Abiodun ended the universal and despotic rule of the Alaafins of Oyo
in the Yoruba country. He was the last of the kings that helditfeeent parts of the
kingdom together in one universal sway and with him ended the tranquility and
prosperity of Yoruba country. (Johnson 1921).

The revolution ensued, attake tribal independence with the loss of Yoruba
of the Tapa and Bariba, andDahomey provinces andthe poposlater on, which
has continued till today. In a word, with Alaafin Abiodurilin89ended the unity of
the Yoruba kingdom.

This was betweefh775 and 1789When Lagelu andis children abandoned
Okebadan or Ibadan Hill at Awotart,they came down to establish a new settlement
at Oriyangi. The Ibadan at Oriyangi consisted of the central mosque and about half a
mile of homes around. The defence wall was where the principal mosque now stands
as at 1825 (Rev. Samuel Johnson 1897 aruigned and edited by Dr. Johnson
(1921). It was surrounded by Ikija, 1do, Ojoo, Erunmu, and Owu settlements (I.B.
Akinyele, (191).
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3.3  Description of Awotan Hills of Refuge for Lagelu and his Children;

Each of these hills has distinctive historical siguaifice. It was at the peak of
Ilgbo Ok e 6 b #hat a masquerade leading an Egba invasion of Ibadan inthe 18
century was eternally destroyed. Legend has it that Lageluwas forbidden from setting
eyes on any masquerade. From the valley where he stood,nireacwled the
masquerade to be swallowed inside the bowels of the mountain. When the invading
forces saw what happened, they scampered in different directions for safety.

The second hilDke Osqo, constantly emitted smoke, suggesting the presence
of volcanicactivities. But today the hill has remained dormant but the traces and signs
of its past antecedents are still present.

The third hill, Oke Odo Eleyelg offered sanctuary to a number of creatures,
particularly birds of different species as the doves,gbese and pigeons which
swamp the foot of the hill with a perennial stream (Otenru) running through it and
which empties its waters into the Eleyele dam.

Today, the stream is still running but strangely the beautiful birds no longer
patronize the site. Ehsource of Otenru stream is close to a village called Oriogbo

Ojuabere.
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Thus,Okebadanbecame an amal commandestival dedicated to the spirit
of the hill, as a thanksgiving to the refuge which it provided in periods of danger, and
also toLagelu, the mythical founder of Ibadan. Tikebadanfestival provided an
opportunity as songs were composed tadamn or praise rulers and their policies.

THE PRAISE POEM OF THE SECOND IBADAN
Ibadan, Omo Ajorosun
Omo a je gbin yo
Omo a fikarahun fori mun
Ibadan ma ja, maja bi ojo kini
Ti o ja aladugbo gbogbo logun

Ibadan, the one whose suppepi® fruit

The descendants of the one who feed on snails

The descendants of the one who used snails

Shell as bowl to serve his maize porridge

| badan, doné6ét fight as you did before
As you fought all neighbors at war

Eyi ni bi Awordn ardbinrin Atigé Qlimi ori 1
(Awordn yii mi a ri 16 lati inii yard ikowéd si
Bishop Akinyelé ni Oké Are ihaddin)
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ORIKI LAGELU (a.k.a Oro -apata-maja)
Iwo eleduwaorisanla o

Ti o tobijugbogboorisa lo

Aarawaati o kari aye

Ogirimojiganti o karigbogboilekile!

O ori bi 0? Leyingbogboatotonu

Ni atariipinaiseatiawawi

AA se alapal osokof e,

A se ohungbogbo fun igi, o ye igio
AA busa fun al asejuketeketeo
Laise lairo, agbarijoogunawoneletanu

Se kerekere sun moenu bode,

AfAbata won watakete

Bi enipekobaodo tano

Eleduwa o, iwati o se

lleri amuse itedoiluyii

Ki won ma se pa a run;

Dideiranlowolatidojuko

Ogunote, ilaraatitembelekunyfiin wa

Al wo orisaajul eorunt.i O ju
Agbarijoorisaori sadaayeraye |00
Iwo siniagbaraojo, banija,

Ba oju ode enikoja,

Mo fi orisaLamurudupeluorisa

Oduduwa

AAni odu to da wasileyiio

Mo be o lowe fun iranlowo

Nitoriaanukii won loju re si mi

Owokii won nileaje

lyo kii own nileolokun
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(c) Marriage Life and Children:

Lagelu had many children and wives. The first son @askiranOluole
who was the father dfinkan-Lola who was given to OluwoAkinjobi in marriage.
The daughter was sacrificed to appease the godd€xsoe®ba which caused the
conflict between Olowu and the Olubadan of the second Ibade82mA.D.

Lagelu also married the princess and daughté&goia king whose
headquarters was at neighboring Ido now part of Ibadan. The daughter gave birth at
Atage Oota (ak.aOlomu-Oru). She was thérst Aboke of Ibadan. Oota is now a
chieftaincy title in both Olubadan and Balogun Lines.

Lagelu also got married to the princess and daught®bafAkirigho of
liebu-lgbo who gave birth t&efunyele who became theecond Abokeof Ibadan.
And the eldest daughter of Lagelu weegpade or Ifepadeand alsd~adeya or
Yade who was believed to have turn crowns wherever he found them while on
Eleyele hills after the destruction of the first Ibadan in the eighteenth ¢&8tury.
4.0 SHRINE OF ETHNIC DEITIES AND CULTURAL SETTLEMENTS

OF THE SECOND IBADAN

The main shrines of ethnic deities are located at:

(a) in and around the palace of Obas

(b) in the inner and outer greenbelts at city outskirts

In the ancients$toro palace of ljebu-Ode s the shine (Oju Osi) of Obanta,
the first Awujale of ljabuland. At the back of tBsun Riverin Osogbo is th&hrine
of Osun, the river goddessAt the outskirt of Abeokuta i®lumo Rock, a shrine
that is sacred to all Egbaghe titular hill goddess of Ibadanis Oke i1 Ibadan
beside the Eleiyele Reservoir at Awotan.

In the words ofG. Parrinder, theshrineficonsi sts simply of

at the foot of a tree, and some small brickke stones, all in the open air. Here
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kolanuts are placed by praying womahany time of the year and iscsficed at the
annual festival.

According to traditiorfa divination was performed beforeagelu left lle T

Ife and when religious leaders arrived to sanctify with sacrifice on the Eleiyele Hills.

The resultingdduw a OS & M EThik sign became trguardian odu of the new

city (Second Ibadan). AccordingBwlaji ldowui n A Rel i gi on i n | badan
Rel i gi on and Bddnle Aweteliab p.i2B5346, the city patriarch,

Lagelu and six divinepriest were pregent on the first occasion. The sa@®wu sign

then appeared again on three critical occasions in the life of the city. This were when:

) The populace sought divine blessings on the new settlement (second
Ibadan) for prosperity. Then, tlke-lbadan (or the pirit of Ibadan)
was instituted as twtem of worship

(i) TheOracle was consulted on how to preserve the growing population
and the emerging prosperity.

(i) A siege was laid on Ibadan and its expansion and security was
threatenedOse Meji (meaningdouble victory appeared again to
reassure the inhabitants of a slow but steady and persistent growth, as
in the movement aénails.

A close study oDsemejiat Oj abba reveals that under

material division. The sign is concerned with (a) survitsaiealth (c) fertility and
(d) victory.
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41 The Cultural and Commerci al Significanc
The creation of i ngd6s mar k e tOpd) was ene of the fdstj a
important development in every newyal city. Trade was very important to the
Yoruba peofe and the Kings took seriously the provision of facilities for its [proper
running. As soon as the building of the palace commenced, therefore an area in its
foreground, a short distance beyond the palace gate, was cleared and measured out
f or t h eark€tiplacg® market place close to the palace, usually located
just outside its front walls, became an alternative attribute of the Yoruba royalty
or town.
The Ki ngos mar ket pl ace was a special
sovereignty therefore whenevewas time for the authorities to announce the death
of a king, they would order the symbolic act of having the tops of the shade trees of
the Kingds market pl ace tri mmed. Accordi n
(2010)in fact, the creation of the Kig 6 s Mar ket pl ace was a maj
establishment of sovereignty over his kingdom.
When Lagelu descendants finally established sbeond Ibadanin the
eighteenth (18) century the palace and the market were located at one of the five
guarters refegd to asQke-lgede) The king, Olubadan, was the grand patron of the
market place, although one of the chiefs traditionally stood in for him as master in
charge Palace messengetaid out the market place in the satisfaction of the traders
themselves, ewnsing that vendors of each particular article of merchandise had one
area (called iso) allocated to them.
While the traders constructed their sheds and the facilities for spreading out
their wavespalace messengers planted shade treemeded to prevent egssive
heat in the market place and also to provide some decoration. When the market place
became functional, senior palace messengers did patrol duties peaaesofficers

and also collected tollsut hori zed by the kingéb governr
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article usually patron. In short, then the influence of the king pervaded the market

pl ace. The mar ket place i n ILdbesiddeaiter( ki ngos
the allied army of Oyo, Ife, ljebu, and Egba took over the second Ibadan because he

had been leaving in the palace with the descendants of Lagelu before Owu war started

in 1810 A.D. Labosinde was an Mer-chief.
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42 The Cul tur al Significance of Okedbadan

The word Okebadan is derived from the contraction of the words Oke (hill or
mountain) and Ibadan. Hence, Okebadan means Ibadan hill or the tutelary deity of
Ibadan hill. The hill of Ibadan is believed to harbor a supernatural or spiritual being
which protected the early settlers from the wrath of their enemies and attacleers. It i
widely believed among its worshippers that this deity is a goddess who loves the
people and usually offers those children and the material things they need. Thus, the
people refer to this goddessAtage olomu oruhuge mother with immense breasts).
However, the daughter of lagelu bore the name appellation.

Okebadan is significant in the religious and seamtitiural lives of the people
of Ibadan, and this accounts for why the Okebadan festival is celebrated annually
with pomp and pageantry. This is na&cpliar to Ibadan people, as there are other
hills and mountains of sacred significance or deities of similar nature worshiped in
several other Yoruba communities. Example of such deitigharsabari in saki,
lyamopo in Igbeti andOlumo in Abeokuta. Those are often associated with hill
settlements The people believe in the sacredness and sanctity of Okebadan.
Consequently, sacrifices are made to the goddess periodically and annually. This
belief of the people was attested to by Theophilus Kerfer, anlSama pastor who
visited shine in 1853. He submitted that:

We saw the sacred grave (sic) at a short distance, where as it is said
among the people, supernatural beings, little men in white garments,
could be seen in large numbers. But bad people wentvaitih guns

to shoot them, therefore they have disappeared and come only in
extra-ordinary times.

When Baale Oyesile Olugbode (185864) did not have anale child he
divined and he was advised to make sacrifid®ke Ibadan which the new rulers in
Ibadan fom (1825 1851) knew nothing about. Oyesile then arranged foAbuke
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family to return from Abeokuta and make the necessary sacrifice as he has advised.
He subsequently hadraale child namedAderigbe who died in the Kiriji war in
1882(Dr. Jide Fatokn 2011 page 54).

The above account seems to corroborate
Okebadan and the belief that supernatural beings inhabit the sacred place and could
be seen physically even by nbelievers. It was also learnt that probably do the
introduction of orthodox religions, there was a period of neglect, when the worship
of Okebadan was abandoned. It was then said that there were various groans and
sighs heard from the heart of the hill and that these brought some chaotic hagpening
According to David Hinderer in 1859, Okebadan demanded a series of sacrifices
which were then offered and, soon afterwards, a number of laws were promulgated
from the deity for the better ordering of the life of the community till today, Ifa (the
oracledeity) is consulted to find out what the goddess would take as a sacrifice or
offering so that the city would be prosperous, peaceful and free from chaos
Whenever, an unfavourable incident happens or when there is brought, Okebadan is
usually appeased.his practice may seem irrational in some quarters today, one
should understand that the people have a strong faith in the deity and this relies them
psychologically during difficult times.

The Okebadan festival continues to be celebrated up till today to
commemorate the event that brought the people closer to the numina inhabiting the
sacred hill. The tradition has been firmly established and even the educated and
indigenous elites continue to support and
conterion that the hill was established there for their protection and benefit.

The reason for the fixing of the annual Okebadan festival to coincide with the
early rain in midmarch is based on the belief that this period is the right time to
propitiate the gddess. They therefore use this occasion to pray for the early rain,

believing that rain is a symbol of peace, goodwill and prosperity. Invariably, if there
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is a drought before the festival period, the Okebadan priest makes special sacrificial
offerings toappease the numina of the hill. Coincidentally, there have been reports
of rain falling immediately after the offerings.

However, it is worthy of note that some changes have occurred in the
celebration of Okebadan festival. In the recent past, no ondlaagéto light a fire
on the festival day, but now there is an element of flexibility built into this system.
This taboo has been relaxed. Though inhabitants of the city can make a fire to cook
in their homes or restaurants, an open fire is forbiddgecesly on the routes where
Okebadan followers pass on the festival day. If anyone breaks this interdiction, the
priest and his followers may pounce on such a defaulter and disrupt theakieg
and/or beat up the disobedient person.

During the onedayfestival, Okebadan priest leads his followers through the
streets singing Okebadan song. They also visit the high chiefs in Ibadan and the
Olubadan, the traditional head of the city. Certainly, this celebration and the worship
of Okebadan may continue farlong time and as long as tineligenous inhabitants
live.

Lagelu was the ancestral founder of IbadanJagun Osin of llelfe in
1580A.D.and was subsequently honoured witdtlgun of the Old Oyo Empireby
Alaafin Obalokun(1590-1600)before his son, Akfin Abipa instituted the office of
Aare-OnaKakanfo in1640A.D.
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4.3 THE CHILDREN OF LAGELU
1 The first son of Lagelu was Olukiran Oluotbe father of NKAN, that

i s why people refer to her as fANKan on
1 Another one was Olalupo Akinlolu Agbogumogkin who succeeded

Oluole as Olubadan and made sacrifice with htvetki Babalawo (Ifa

Priest)

The el dest female child was | fedapo fo

Ogundowo was also the son of Lagelu who later serDkawale from

Abeokuta during the reigrf @aale Oyesile Olugbode to offer sacrifice at

Oke-Badan Hill (18511864)

Another one was Lagunna (a warrior)

The brave female daughter watsge Oota.The daughter of Lagelu from

the Princess of Agura of Gbagura at Idg the headquarters of Gbagura

Kingdomnow part of Ibadan. Her niekame wa#\tage Olomu-Oru and

the first Aboke.
1 Another important son wasfunyelefrom thePrincess of Oba Akarigho

of ljebu Remo.

It was during the reign dDlubadan Sotuyolethat the allied army of Ife,

ljebu, Oyo and Egba &k over Ibadan il 8 25 A. D. | ocated at Oj abd
named after Labosinde the Oluwo of Ibadan during the reign of Oluyole (1836
i 1849)

According to Rev. Samuel Johnson 1921,

night, IBADAN alone they found not destrayéy fire, and so this marauding band
hastily occupied itthe war-chiefs taking possession of any compound they chose,
and their men with them and then IBADAN was again Hgeopled by not by the
owners of the town, but by a composite band of maraudersistiog of Oyo, Ifes,

liebus, and some friendly Egbas, Led by Maye Okunade, Labosinde and Lakanle in
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1825A.D. the above confirmed the existence of second Ibadan before the occupation
after the OWU OGBERE War ih825.
5.0 THE TRASITION PERIOD OF IBADAN AS A RES ULT OF

OWU-OGBERE WAR (18201825):

After the capture o®wu Ipole (now Owu Orile) during the invasion of the
town bythe alliedarmy of Ife, ljebu, Oyo, and Egba betweEsil4 and 1820the
army did not disband, they were invited by Awujale of ljebulanghéou. But after
a period of hesitation a pretext was found for attacking the Egba town of lkija (now
in Oluyole Local Government) because they assisted the Owus during the war.

Just at the same time, a quarrel broke out between the two main |&éalers,
Okunade and LabosindeThey separated with their respective followéehosinde
settling atlpara which the Awujale had suggested as a headquarters for the army,
while Maye Okunade camped aftoro. Both sections of the army contirdiéo
devastate the smal Egba towns.

5.1  Occupation of Secondlbadan in 1825A.D.

According toRev. Samuel Johnson(1921), the combined Ife and Oyo
together with the captives from the Egba territory passed through ljaiyé Maja,
Kosi-Kosi, Ikere kuiwere, Ora, Ibadan, Ojokodo, Iwo héha, and Eguotethe same
night and reache@joho at daybreak.

There they met with a determined resistanc®jaho and, feeling the need
for a camp to recuperate in after, long march, they occupied the site of Ibadan which
had been abandoned by igba population but not destroyed like the other towns.

(i) Accounts of the Occupation by Professor Mabogunje (1971):

This account is almost certainly an ovesimplification for it does not explain
the fate of th@©Owu r e f u g e e svl@ich bad grawh eprmethtiose proximity of
Ibadan (not Egba town) Agodi. Yet this town which as the trace ofvisll circuit was

very considerate, was undoubtedly destroyed about this time and it seems unlikely that
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the army would have settled down at Ibadan in the claseityi of a powerful group and
their most deadly enemies without first taking steps against them.

According to the account given to Professor Akin Mabogunje and J. Omer
Cooper, the authors of AOWU OHdAKhELRIOIBA HI STOF
Ibadan and the Bale of Erunmuseems to throw light on the course of events. In both
of these accounf®wu was stated to hest out-side Ibadan on the Site known as Owu
T Ogbere.The ruler of this town was said to have become involved in a conflict with
Ibadan in1824.

The reason given was that téowu Akinjobi had married daughter of Baale
whose name iBIKAN, meant something,who was sacrificed to appea®ba River.
Consequentlythere was quarrel between Ibadan and the refugee settlement of Owu
Ogerebroke outand the allied army was called in as it had been in the struggle between
Orun and Idomapa. Owu-Ogbere was destroyed and the army then took possession
of Ibadan, squeezing out its original Lagelu descendants (not Egba) populatiofhe
settlement of the copwsite army in Ibadan marked the beginning of a new phase in the
long chain of events which began at &gomu market in 1814.

According to Professor Toyin Falola (2012), the most powerful group of Ife and
Oyo army stayed aDj a GHe djebus stayed dsale-ljebu while the Egbas distant
themselves from captors and stayeledsa.

5.2  Ethnic Rivalry for the Hegemony of Ibadan:

In the atmosphere of intense personal rivalry betweewdhehiefs,quarrels
were not infrequent and soon after the settletranlbadan, Lamodi, a prominent
Egba leader, name Ege, with a pistol in the course of an altercation. A scrimmage at
once broke out.amodi was killed and a considerable body of Egba, fearing further
vengeance, fled the town. Under the leadershipoolele, they succeeded in beating
off all attacks and making their way to the naturally defensible site of Abeokuta in
1830.
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There, they were joined by more and more Egba refugees and aBwolwy
who escaped from their captors until Abeokuta emergedvasitable metropolis
accommodating the bulk of the Egba who had originally lived in numerous separate

towns.

Nei gbour hood of Mapo Hall and Ojabdbba occupy

AiThis is where the s @%coenndt urbyab)dan st al
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PICTURES OF THE GAME CHANGERS OF IBADAN
TRADITIONAL CHIEFTAINCY SYSTEM
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1st "OLUBADAR—
conown

of
KABIYESI

HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY, OBA RASHIDI ADEWOLU LADOJA, ARUSA 1, THE 44TH OF
IBADANLAND

His Imperial Majesty, Oba Rashidi Adewolu LADOJA, the 44th Olubadan of Ibadanland was born on
September 25, 1944, in Gambari village near Ogbomoso, Oyo State. His roots go back to Arusa
Compound, Isale Osi, Ibadan, a proof of his deep Ibadan ancestry.

Oba Ladoja's academic journey began at the Progressive Day School, Aladorin, Ibadan (1950-1956) for

his primary education, and this was followed up with a successful training at the Ibadan Boys High School,
Oke Bola for his secondary education (1958-1963). He came out top here with Grade One in the West
African School Certificate Examinations. He continued his studies at the Higher School Certificate Level
at the Olivet Baptist High School, Oyo (1964-1965) during which he demonstrated an exceptional
brilliance in the final examinations. He later proceeded to the University of Liége, Belgium (1966-1972)
with a full scholarship and graduated with distinction in Chemical Engineering. On his return to the
country, he joined the Oil Giant Total Nigeria where he worked in various capacities until 1985 after which
" he ventured into a private business. His entrepreneurial pursuits span shipping, manufacturing, banking,
_ agriculture, and transportation. At various times, he was on the boards of several institutions including the
Crystal Bank (later Standard Trust Bank), REAL Shipping, REAL Oil, and KARLANDER Nigeria
Limited.
Oba Ladoja's political ascent began with his election as a Senator in 1993 under the Social Democratic
Party (SDP). He served as the Oyo State Governor (2003-2007) under the People's Democratic Party
(PDP), implementing reforms like the 30 pupils per class policy and Total Eradication of Guinea Worm
(TEGO). The political setback arising from his illegal impeachment as Governor in 2006 notwithstanding,
his reinstatement in the same year propelled him to do more in human and community development as a
firm believer in democratic tenets and the rule of law.
His ascent to the exalted office of Olubadan followed the traditional process with his installation as the
Jagun Olubadan on October 1, 1993 from whence he rose through the established ladder of offices
culminating in his emergence as the 44th Olubadan to be crowned on Friday, September 26, 2025.Itwasa
journey in forbearance, dedication and deep faith in Allah.
Oba Ladoja, a firm promoter of culture and tradition, is a devout Muslim who is married with children and
“ grandchildren. May his reign signal the beginning of an enduring peace and development for Ibadanland
and the entire Yorubaland and Nigeria as awhole.
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According to Professor S. Adebanji Akintoye (2010) the disintegration of the
Oyo Empire and Kingdom destroyed the -présting system of order and security in
Yorubaland and created a situatihereby all centres of power, old and new had to
scramble to establish new system and patterns that would guarantee order and security.
Those efforts people were not able to put an end to, until European powers intervene and
imposed their own system of @nq security and peace.

Ibadan that was founded in thé"dentury was destroyed in theM&ntury but
was reestablished and grew into a small war camp in tHe cehtury that absorbed
diverse Yoruba refugees when the Old Oyo Empire collapsed and|@iel was
destroyed in 1820 A.Obadan rose to the level of a citystate, and then an empire in
the same nineteenth centurylts success in transforming Yoruba political institutions

and adopting then to a new age during the period.
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